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SIR, 

I. TT N anfwer to yours of the third inftant, I much 
I condole with your unhappy Circum/lances of 

JL being placed amongft fuch Company, where, 
as you fay, you continually hear the Sacred Scriptures , 
and the Hiftories therein contained, particularly of 
Mo/es and of Cbrift, and all revealed Religion, turned 
into Ridicule, by Men who fet up for Senfe and Reafon» 
And they fay. That there is no greater Ground to be- 
lieve in Chrift, than in Mahomet: That all thefe Pre- 
tences to Revelation are Che<^tf and ever have been, 
among Pagans, y^avs, Mahometans, and Chrijiians : 
That they are all alike Impofitions of cunning and de^ - 
figning Men^ upon the Credulity^ at firft, of fimple and 
unthinking People ; till, their Numbers increafing, their 
Delujions grew popular, came at laft to be cflablifh'd by 
Laws ; and then the Force of Education and Cujls.n 
gives a Bias to the Judgments of After- Ages, till luch 
Peceits come really to be believ'd, being received upott 
Truft from the Ages foregoing, without examining into 
the Original and Bottom of them : Which thefe our mo- 
dern Men of Senfe (as they defire to be efleem'd) fay, 
that they only do ; that they only have their Judg* 
ments freed from the flavifti Authority of Precedents and 
Laws in Matters of Truth, which, they fay, ought 
only to be decided by Reafon: Tho', by a prudent 
Compliance with Popularity and La^s^ they prefcrvc 
themfelves from Outrage and legal Penalties ; for non« 
of their Complexion are addided to Sufferings or Mar- 
tyrdom. 

Now, Sir, that which you defire from me, is fome 
(hort Topic of Reafon, if fuch can be found, whereby, 
without running to Authorities, and the intricate Mazes 
of Learning, which breed long Difputes, and which 
thefe Men of Reafon deny by wholefale, tho' they can 
give no Rtafon fox it, only fuppofe that Authors have 
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been tnimp'd upon us, interpolated and corrupted^ (o 
that no Strefs can be laid upon them, tho* it cannot be 
Ihewn wherein they are fo corruptedi which, in Rea- 
fon, ought to lie upon them to prove, who allege it; 
otherwile it is not only a precarious^ but a guilty Plea : 
And the more, that they refrain not to quote Books 
on their Side, for whofe Authority there are no better, 
or not fo good Grounds* However, you fay it makes 
your Difputes. endlefs, and they go away with Noife 
and Clamour, and a Boaft, That there is nothing, at 
leaft nothing certain, to be faid on the Chrijiian oide : 
Therefore you are defirous to find fome one Topic of 
Reafon^wYiioh Ihould demonftrate the Truth of the Chri- 
fian Religion, and, at the fame time, diftingui(h it 
from the Impofiures of Mahomet, and the old Pagan 
World ; that our Deifis may be brought to this Tefty 
' and be eithisr obliged to renounce their Reafon, and the 
common Reafon of Ma/ikind, or fubmit to the clear 
Proof, from Reafon, of the Chrijiian Religion ; which 
muft be fuch a Proof jls no Impofture can pretend to \ 
otherwife it canjiot prove the Chrijiian Religion not to 
be an Impofture', And whether fuch a Proof, one 
fmgle Proof (to avoid Confafion) is not to be found 
out, you defirfi to know from me. 

And you fay, that you cannot imagine but there 
jnuft be fuch a Proof, becaufe every Truth is in itfelf 
tlear, and one; and therefore that one Reatfon for it, if 
it be the true Reafon, muft be fuificient ; And, \f fuf 
fcient, it is better than many : For Multiplicity con- 
founds, efpecially to weak Judgments. 

Sir, you have impos'd an hard Taflc upon me ; I wifh 

I could perform it : For tho' e'very Truth is one, yet our 

'^ight is 10 feeble, that we cannot (always) come to it 

direSily, but by many Inferences, and laying of things 

together. 

But I think that in the Cafe before us, there is fuch a 
Proof as you require ; and I will fet it down as Jhort 
9Sii plain as I can. 

if. Firft then I fappofc, that Ae Truth of the Doc* 
irine of CHRIST will be fuffieiendy evinced, if the 
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Matters rffaB which are recorded of him in the Qof* 
pels be true ; for his Miracles^ if true, do vouch the 
Truth of what he delivered. 

The fame is to be faid as to Mo/es ; If he brooght 
the Children of ^^i^/ through the Red-Seoy in that mi- 
raculous manner which is related in Exodus^ and did 
fttch other wonderful things as are there told oi him, 
it muft neceffarily follow, that he was fent from 
GOD ; thcfe being the ftrongeil Proofs we can dcfire, 
and which every Deifi will confefs he would acquiefce 
in, if he faw them with his Eyes. Therefore the Strefs 
of this Caafe will depend upon the Proof of thefe 
Matters of FoB. 

1. And the Method I will take, is, Tirfty to lay down 
fuch Rules^ as to the Truth of Matters ofFaSl in gene- 
ral, that where they all meet, fuch Matters ofFafi can- 
not htfalfe. And then. Secondly, fo (hew that all thefe 
Rules do meet in the Matters of FaB of Mofes, and of 
Chrifi ; and that they do not meet in the Matters of 
¥aS of Mahomet, of the Heathen Deities j or can pofll* 
bly meet in any Jmfofture whatfoeven 

2. Thei?«/« are thefe ; ift. That the Matter of Faft 
he fuch as that Mens oufward Senfes, their Eyes and Ears, 
may be Judges of it. 2. That it be </(9W Publickly in the 
Face of the World. 3 . That not only publick Monuments 
he kept up in Memory of it, butfome outnuard Adlions be 
ferformed.^T'hat fuch Monuments and fuch Adions or 
Obfervances be inilituted, and do commence, from the 
time that the Matter of Fa6l fwas done. 

3. The two firft Rules make it impoffible for any 
fuch Matter ofFaS to be impofed upon Men, at the 
Time when fuch Matter of FaS wis faid to be done ; 
becaufe every Man's Eyes and Benfes would contradict 
it. For Example : Suppofe any Man (hould pretend 
that Yefterday he divided the Thames, in Prefence of 
all the People of London, and carried the whole City^ 
Men, Women, and Children, over to Southward, on dry . 
Land, the Waters Handing like Walls on both Sides : I 
fay it is morally impoffible that he could perfuade the 
People of London that this was true^ when every Man^ 
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Womanj and ChiUj ^ould contradi^l htm, and fay. 
That this was a notorious Fa1fehood» for that they had 
not feen the Thames fo divided, or had gone over on 
dry Land. Therefore I take it for granted, (and, I 
fuppofe with the Allowance of all the Deifts in the 
World) that no fuch Impofition could be put upon 
Men at the Time when (uch fuhhck Matter ofFaS was 
faid to be done. 

4. Therefore it only remains that fuch Matter ofFaB 
might be invented fome time after, when the Men of 
that Generation wherein the thing was faid to be done 
are all pad and gone ; and the Credulity of After- 
Ages might be impos*d upon to believe that things 
were done in former Ages, which were not. 

And for this, the t'wo laft Rules fecure us as much 
as the t^o fird Rules in the former Cafe : For whenever 
fuch a Mjktter ofFaS came to be invented, if not only 
Monuments were faid to remain of it, but Hkewife that 
pubJick ABions and. Oh/emfonces were confbmtly ofed 
ever fmce the Matter ofFoB was faid to be done, the 
JDeceit muft be detedied, by no fuch Monuments appear*- 
ing, and by the Experience of every Many H^oman, and 
Child, who muft know that no fuch Anions or Obfer- 
njances were ever us*d by them. For Example : Sup- 
pofe I ihould now invent a Story of fuch a thing done 
a thoufand Years ago, I might, perhaps, get fome to , 
believe it : But if I fay, that not only fuch a thing was 
done, but that, from that Day to this, every Man, at the 
Age of t^el've Years, had a Joint of his little Finger 
cut off, and that every Man in the Nation did want 
a "Joint of fuch a Finger, and that this Inftitution was 
faid to be Part of the Matter of the FaB done fo many 
Years ago, and vouch'd as a Proof and Confirmation of 
it, and as having defcended, without Interruption, and 
been conftantly pradlisM, in Memory of fuch Matter of 
YaSty all along from the time that fuch Matter ofFaB 
\v25 done ; I lay, it is impoflible I ihould be believed in 
fuch a Cafe ; becaufe every one could contradi^ me, 
as to the Mark of cutting off a Joint of the Finger ; and 
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iSbAX being Part of my original Maffer e/Fa^, mud 
demonftrate the whole to be falfe. 

III. Let us now come to the Second roint, to fhew» 
that the Matters of Faa of M$Jes and of Chrin have 
all thefe Rules or Marks before>mentioned ; and that nei- 
ther the Matters ofFaSl of Mahomet^ Or what is rcport- 
od of the Heathen Deities^ have the like ; and that no 
3mpofture can have them all. 

I . As to Mofesy I fuppofe it will be allowed me, that 
he coald not have peffcraded 6bo,ooo Men that he 
had brought them out of Egypt^ through the Red-Sea^ 
fed them 40 Years without Breads by miraculous Man* 
nay and the other Matters ofFa& recorded in his Books, 
M they had not been true ; beoauie every Man^s Senfes^ 
liiat were then alive, muft have contradi£ted it. And 
therefore he mufl have imposM upon all their Senfes^ if 
he could have made them believe it when it was falfe^ 
and no fuch things done. So that here are the firfi 
txAfennd of the above-mentioned four Marks. 

For the fame Reafon, it was equally impoffible for 
kim to have made them receive his five Books as 
Truth, and not to have reje^ed them., as a manifeft 
Imfofturey which told of all thefe things as done before 
their Eyes, if they had not been {o done. See how 
pofitively he fpeaks to them. Deut, xi. z. to ve^ 8.^ 
And kmoiw you this Day : For IJpeak not tvithyavt Cbil" 
drenj ivhich have not knoiony and ivhtcb have *iotfesn the 
Chafiifement of the Lord your God, his Greatn^Syhis mighty 
Hand, and his ftretched out Arm, and his Miracles^ and 
bis Aits <ivhich he did in the midji of djgypt, unto Pharaoh 
the King of Egypt, and unto ail his LiznT, a^fwhat be 
did unto the Army ^ Egypt, unto their Horfes and to their 
Chariots^ hoiv he made the Water ff/*^^^ Red -Sea to over-' 
flo*w them as they purfued after you ^ andhotv the Lord hatk 
deftroyed them unto this Day : Andnufhat he did unto you in 
theWildernefsf until ye came into this Flact : And<what he 
did unto Dathan and Abiram the Sons 0/*£liab, the Son of 
Reuben, hovj the Earth opened her Mouth and fivallovjed 
them upy and their Houfholdsy and their Tents ^ itnd all the 
Zuhfiance that was in their Pojeffion, in the midft of all 
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Ifrael. But your Eyes ba<vefeen ail the great Ails of the 
Lord J fwhicb be didj ScC^ 

From hence we may fappofe it impoflible that thefe 
Books of Mo/es (if an Impofture) could have been in-- 
vented and put upon the People, who were then alive 
when all thefe Things were faid to be done. 

The utmofl there^re that even a Suffio/e can ilretch 
to, is, that thefe Books were wrote in fome Age after 
Mo/es, and put out in his Name. 

And to this I fay, that if it was fo, it was impofli- 
ble that thofe Booh ihould have been received as the 
Boois of Mo/es, in that Age wherein they may be fup- 
pos'd to have been firft invented. Why ? Becaufe they 
ipeak of themfelves as delivered by Mo/es, and kept in 
the Ark from his time. And it came to pa/s ivben Mofea 
bad made an end of tvritfng tbe Words of this Laiv in a 
Book, until tb^ ijoere finijhed, tbat Moies commanded tbe 
Levites ^wbo hare tbe Ark of tbe Covenant 0/ tbe Lord, 
f^y^^gi Take this Book of tbe Laiv, and put it in tbe Side 
af tbe Ark of tbe Covenant of tbe Lord your God, tbat it 
may be tberefor a Witne/s againfi tbee. Deut. x^cxi. 24^ 
25, 26. And there was a Copy of this Book to be left 
likewife with the King, And it /ball he, <wben be fittetb 
upon tbe Tbrone 0/ bis Kingdom, that be Jball nvrite bim a 
Copy of this Laiv in a Book, out of tbat ruubjcb is before 
the Pri<tfis the Levites : And it /hall he ijuitb bim, and be 
/ball read therein all tbe Days of bis Life : Tbat, be may 
learn to f ear ijje Lord bis God, to keep all tbe Words of this 
Law and the/e Statutes to do tbem. Deut. xvii. 18,19. 

Here yon ferth:^ this Book of the La^w fpeaks of it- 
fclF Hoc only as an Hiftory or Relation of what Things 
ivere then done, but as the fianding and municipal 
Lavj and Statutes of the Nation of the fcws^ binding 
the King as well as the People, 

Now, in whatever Age after Mo/es you will fuppofe 
this Book to have beeny^rg'^^, it was impoifible it could 
have been received as Truth ; becaufe it was not then 
to be found, either in the Ark, or with the King, or any- 
where elfe ; for, when firft invented, every body muft 
know that they had never heard of it before. 
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And therefore they could lefs believe it to be the 
Book of their Statutes y »nd the ftanding Law of the 
Land, which they had all along received, and by which 
they had been go<verned» 

Coald any Man now at this Day invent a Bcok of 
Statutes or ASs of Parliament for England^ and make it 
pafs upon the Nation as the only Booi of Statutes that 
ever they had known ? As impoffible was it for the 
Books of Mofes (if they were invented in any Age after 
Mofes) to have been received for what they declare 
themfelves to be, oj/rj. The Statutes and municipal Lana 
of the Nation of the Jews : And to have perfuaded 
the yews that they had own'd and acknowleg'd thefe 
Books, all along from the Days of Mofes, to that Day 
in which they were firft invented ; that is, that they 
had own'd them before they had evdr fo much as 
heard of them. Nay, more, the whole Nation muft^ 
in an inftant, forget their former Laws and Govern* 
snent, if they could receive tbcfe Books as being their 
former Laws. And they could not otherwife receive 
them, becaufe they vouched themfelves fo to be. Let 
me a& the Deijis but this one fhort Queftion, Was there 
ever a Book offham Laws, which were not the Law^s 
of the Nation, palmed upon any People fmce the 
World began ? If not, with what Face can they fay 
this of the Book of Laws of the Jews ? Why will they 
fay that of them, which they confefs impoffible in any 
Nation, or among any People F 

But they muft be yet more Unreafonable. For the 
Books of Mofes have a further Demonftration of their 
Truth than even other Law- Books have : For they not 
only contain the Laws, but give an hiftorical Account of 
their* Infitution, and the Praaice of them from that 
Time : As of the Paffh^er, in Memory of the Death of 
the Firft-Born in Egypt : And that, the 
fame Day, all the Firft-Bom of Ifrael, Numb, viir. 
both of Man and Beaftr, were, by a 17, 18. 
perpetual Law, dedicated to God\ and 
the Levites taken y2>r all the Firft-Born of the Children of 
Ifrael : That Aaf>on^% Kod^ which budded, was kept in 
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^js Afki in Memory of the Rebellicn atid Wonderfiif 
X>eftrUdion of Korah^ Datk^m zxAJhiram^ and for the 
Cohfirmatlon of the Priefthood to the Tribe of Levi : 
A s likewife the Pot of M8»«a,*m Memory of thmr hav- 
in(g been fed with 4t 40 Years in the Wildernefs; That 
the Bra%en Serpent was kept (which remained to the 
Days of Hezekiah, 2 Kht, xviii^ 4.) in Memory of ^at 
wonderful Deliveraneer hy only looking upon it, from 
the biting of the fieny Serpents. Numb, xxi. 9. The 
Feaft of Pentieoft, in Memory of the dreadful Appear* 
ance of G^^ upon Mount Horei, Sec. 

And befides thefe Remembrances of particular AdU* 
ons and Occurrenees, there were other folemn J^itU' 
tions, in- Memory of their Deliverance out of Egypt in 
the general, which included all the Particulars : As of 
the Sabbath. Deut.v. ic. their daily Sacrifices, and 
ytarly Expiation ; their Isew^Moons, and feveral Fe43^t 
and Fafts. po that there were yearly, monthly, week- 
ly, daily Remembrances and Recognitions of thcfe^ 
Things. 

And not only fo, bat the Books of the fame Mo/et 
tell U8> that a particular Tribe (of Lew) was appoint* 
ed and confecrated by God, 9S his Priefis; by whof« 
Hands, and none other, the Sacrifices of the Peopl •€ 
were to be oflered, and thefe folemn Inftitutions to be 
celebrated : That it was Death for any other to ap* 
proach to the Jltar : That their Higb-Prieft wore a 
glorious Mitre, and magnificent Robes of God's own 
Contrivance, with the miraculous Urim and Tbummim 
in his Br eaft -plate, whence the divine Refponfes were 

given: That at his Word the King 
Num, xxvii. and all the People were to go out and 
21. to come in. I'hat thefe Le^ites were 

D^tf/.'xvii. %^ likewife the Chief -Juices, even in all 
^013. C/W Caufes ; and that it was Death to 

I Cor^ xxiii. refift their Sentence : Now whenever 
4. it can be fuppos'd that thefe Books of 

Mofes were ^rged in fome Age after 
Mofes, it is impoffible they could have been received 
as truei unlefs the Forgers could have made the whole 
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Nation -beHeve, that they that had received thtffe Books 
from their Fathers, had been inibrudled in them when 
they wetf Children, and had taught them to their 
Children : Moreover, that they had all been circum^ 
us*Ji and did circumcife their Children, in purfttance 
to What was commanded in thefe Books: That they 
had obfenred the yearly Paffo'ver, the weekly Sahbati^ 
the NetV'Moom^ ^nd all the federal Feafts, Pofts, and 
Ceremonks commanded in thefe Books : That they had 
never eaten any Swhis Flefh, or other Meats prohi- 
bited in thefe Books : That they had a magnificent 
Tabernacli, with a vifible Friefthood to adminiftp' in it, 
which was confined to the Tribe of Le*ui ; over whom 
was placed a glorious High Frieft, doathed with great 
and mighty Prerogatives ; whofe Death only could de«> 
liver thofe that were Bed to the Cities of 
^rf^f t find that thefe Friefts were Num, xxxv. 
their ordinary Judges, even in Ci'vil 25. -a 8. 
Matters : I fay, was it poffible to have 
perfuaded a whole Nation of Men, that they had 
known and pradlifed all thefe things, if they had not 
done it? or. Secondly , to have received a Book for 
Truth, which faid they had pra&ifed them, and ap* 
)>ealed to that Fraflice ? So that here are the third and 
fiurth of the Marks above-mentioned. 

But now let us defcend to the utmoft Degree of Sup^ 
fojition, viz. That thefe Things were pradiifed be- 
fore thefe Books of Mo/es were rorged ; and that thefe 
Books did only impofe upon the Nation, in making 
them believe, that they had kept thefe Ob/ervances ia 
Memory of fuch and fuch Things as were inferted in 
thofe Books. 

Well then, let us proceed upon this Suppoiition 
(however groundlefs) : And now, will not the fameZ>»- 
pojjibilities occur as in the former Cafe ? For, Firft, this 
muft fuppofe, that the Jevos kept all thefe Obfer- 
vances in Memory of nothing, or without knowing 
any thing of their Original, or the Reafon why they 
kept them : Whereas thefe very Ob/ervances did ex- 
prefs the Ground and Reafon 0/ their being kept ; as 
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ihe Vajfover^ in Memory of Go^s paffing over the 
Children of the Ifraelites in that Night wherein he 
flew all the Firft-bom oi Egypt ; and fo of the reft. 

But, Secondly f let us fuppofe, contrary both to Rea^ 
fon and Matter of Fad, that the Je^s did not 
know any Reafon at all why they kept thefe Ohfer- 
nuances ; yet was it poflible to put it upon them, that 
they had kept thefe Ohfervances in Memory of what 
they had never heard of before that Day, whenfoever 
you will fuppofe that thefe Books of Mo/es were firft 
forged ? For Example : Suppofe I fhonld npw forge fome 
romantick Story of ftrange Things done a looo Years 
ago; and, in Confirmation of this, fhould endeavour 
to perfuade the Chriftian World, that they had all 
along, from that Day to this, kept the firft Day of the 
Week in Menwry of fuch an Hero^ va Apolknius^ a Air- 
cojhasy or a Mahomet^ and had all been baptized in his ' 
Name, and fwore by his Name, and upon that very 
Book (which I had then forged, and which they never 
faw before), in their publick Judicatures: That this 
Book was their Goftel and Law, which they had, ever 
iince that Time, thefe looo Years paft, unhverfally re^ 
ceiv'd and owned, and none other : I would afk any 
Deift^ whether he thinks it foffible^ that fuch a Cheat 
could pafs, or fuch a Legend be received, as the Go/pel of 
Chriftians ? And that they could be made believe, that 
they never had any other Gofpel ? The fame Reafon is 
as to the Books of Mofes ; and muft be, as to every 
Matter of Fad which has all the four Af^rij before-men- 
tioned. And thefe Marks fecnre any fuch MatUr of 
Fa£t as much from being invented and impofed in Af- 
ter-Ages, as at the Time when fuch Matters of Fa3 
were faid to be done. 

Let me give one very familiar Example more in this 
Cafe. There is the Stonage in SaJiJhury Plain ; every 
body knows it i and yet none knows the Reafon why 
thofe great Stones were fet there, or by whom,, or in 
Memory of what. 

Now, fuppofe I (hould write a Book To-morrow, 
And tell there, that thefe Stones were fet up by Hercules^ 
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Polyphemus^ Or Garagantua^ in Memory of fuch and 
fuch of their Adions ; and, for a further Confirma- 
don of this, fhould fay, in this Book, that it was 
wrote at the Time when fuch Adions were done^ and 
hy the T€ry AiSon thexnfelves, or Eye Witnejfes ; and 
that this Book had been received as Truths and quoted 
by Authors of the greateft Reputation in all Ages fmce. 
Moreover, that this Book was well known in England^ 
and enjoined by A61 of ParlUment to be taught our 
Children, and that we did teach it our Children, and 
Jiad been taught it ourfelves when we were Children: 
I aik any Deiflf Whether he thinks this could pafs up« 
en England? And whether if I, or any other, fhould 
iniift upon it, we fhould not, inflead of being believed, 
be fent to Bedlam ? 

Now let us compare this with the Stonage, as I may 
-call it, or twelve great Stones fet up at Gilga/y which 
is told in the fourth Chapter of Jojhua* There it is 
faid, 'ver. 6. that the Reafon why they were fet up, 
was, that when their Children in After- Ages fhould a(k 
the Meaning of it, it fhould be told them. 

And the Thing, in Memory of which they were fet 
«p, was fuch as could not pofTibly be impofed upon 
that Nation at that time when it was faid to be done : 
It was as wonderful and miraculous as their PafTage 
thro' the Red-Sea : 

And withal free from a very poor Objedion, which 
ihe Deifts have advanced againft that Miracle of the 
Red'Sea ; thinking to falve it by a Spring-Tide^ with 
the Concurrence of a ftrong Wind, happening at the 
fame time ; which left the Strand fo dry, a? that the 
Jfraelites^ being all Foot, might pafs thro* the ou%ey 
places and Holes which it mufl be fuppofed the Sea left 
Dehind it : But that the Egyptians^ being all Horfe and 
Chariots^ ftnck in thofe Holes, and were entangled, f<^ 
as that they could not march fo fafl as the I/raeJites : 
And that this was all the Meaning of its being faid, that 
God took off their (the Egyptians) Chariot- Wheels, 
that they drove them heavily* So that they would 

laaka 
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make tkothingextroffi^iuaryf at It^A not mrackUuSf in 
^1 this A-dion. 

This is adisanc^din He QerJ^% DSjffirtatiws upw^Gene* 
fa,, lately publifiied in Holland \ and that Part, with 
others of die like Tendency, endeavouring to refolve 
other Mixaclesy as that of Sodom and Gomerrabf kc. 
into mere natural. CznCtSf are pot into Rnglifib by the 
, wellknown^r.^^aatMr, for the Edification of the 2>f/// 
in England^ 

But thefe Gentlemen have forgot that the tfraelites 
had. great iierds of many thoufand Cattle with them ; 
which would be apter to fhray, and fall into thofe 
Holes and auxiy Places in.the Strand, than Horfes with 
fiiders, who might dired them. 

But fuch precarious and filly Suppofes are not worth 
the anfwering. If there had been no more in this Paf- 
fage thro* the Red-Sea. than that of a Spring-Tide^ Sec. 
'it had been impoifibie for Mo/es to have made the !/• 
raelites believe that Relation given of it in£;rdi/«/,.with 
fo many Particulars, which themfelves faw, to be 
true. 

And all thofe Scriptures which magnify this A^on, 
and appeal to it as a full Demonftration of the miracii- 
lous Power of God, muft be reputed as Romance or 
Le^d. 

I fay this for the Sake of fome Chriftians, who think 
it no Prejudice to the Truth of the Holy Bible, but ra- 
ther an Advantage, as rendering it more eafy to be 
believed, if they can folve whatever feems miraculous 
in it by the Power oi fecond Caufes y and fo to make 
all, as they fpeak, natural and eafy : Wherein, if they 
could prevail, the natural and eafy Refult would be, 
not to believe one Word in all thofe facred Oratles. 
For if Things be not as they are told in any Relation, 
that Relation muft h^ falfe: And \f falfe in Part, we 
cannot trufl to it, either in Whole ot in Part. 

Here are to be excepted Miftranflationi, and Errors, 
either in Copy or in Prefs, But where there is no room 
for fuppofing of thefa, as where all Copies do agree> 
there we^muft either receive All, or reje^ All : I meaa 

in 
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HI any Book that prttteads to be written from tHe Moodi- 
•of God, For in other common Hiftories we may be«> 
licre Bart, and reji)^ Part, as we fee Caofe. 

But to vetwn. The Pipage of the Ifraelites ovef 
yordanj in Memory of which thofe Stones at Gilgal 
werefet up, id free from all thofe Vixxit^Carfings be^ 
fof e-mentioned that are flsade as to the Paiiage thro* 
ibcRed^ta. For Notice was given to the Ifrauites the 
Say before, of thia great Miracle to be done. Jtijh, m. 
$. It was done at Noon-day, before the whole Na- 
tion : And when the Waters of yordan were divided^ it 
was not at low Ebb, bnt at the Time when the Riyer 
overflowed all his. Banks, <i;^r. ic. And it was done,* 
not by Winds, or in length of Time, which Winds 
jnuft take to do it; bat all on a fudden, a^ foon as the 
Sut of the- Priefts that ham the Arknuere difptd in the 
Brim rfth9 WuUr* Then, the Waters *whkh came donxm 
from above ftoed and rofi ufufoft an Heaj^^ very far, from^ 
the City Adam, th^i^ is befide Zaretan-: ^d thofe that 
tame. denJoH'twMards the Sea efthe Plain^ even thtfait Sea, 
failed^^and <ii;#r# cut of: And the People faffed over 9 right, 
againft Jericho^ The Priefts flood in the midft of ^orm 
jSm, till all the Jrmiet of I/rael had paj/id oirer^ Jnd 
it cametofafs, vthen the Priefts that hare the Ark of tht 
dovenant of the Lord$ viere come 1^ out of the midft of Jor* 
jdan, and the Soles of the Priefts Feet tvere lifted up upon 
the dry Land, that the Waters ^Jordan returned unto 
^beir Place, andftovitd ov^er all his Banks as they did he^ 
fire* And the People came up out ^Jordan on the tenth 
D^ of the firft Month, and encamped in Gilgal, on the eaft ' 
Border ^Jericho. And thofe Uwelvt Stones which they 
took out ^Jordan, ^/V Jofhua pitch at Gilgal. And he 
fpake^unto the Children ^Ifrael, fajfing. When your Chil^ 
drenfball afk their Fathers in time to come, ftcpfing. What 
mean thefe Stones P Thenft^allye let your Children knovj. 
Joying, Ifrael came over this Jordan on dry Land* For 
the Lord your Qod dryed t^ the Waters of Jordan from 
before you, until vievoere pone over* That all the People 
jtftbt Earth-might kmnsi the Hand of the herd, that it is 

mighty : 
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mighty: That ye might fear the Lord y^nr God for ever^ 
Chap. iv. from ^ver, 1 8. 

If thePaflage over the Red-Sea had been only taking 
Advantage of a Sprine-Tide, or the like, how would 
this teach a// the PeopL of the Earthy that the Hand of 
the Lord was mighty P How would a Thing no more 
remarkable have been taken Notice of thro* all the 
World ? How would it have taught Ifraei to fear the 
Lord, when they muft know, that notwithftanding all 
thefe hig Words, there was fo little in it ? How could 
they have believed, or received a Book as Truth, which 
they knew told the Matter fo far otherwife from what 
it was ? 

But, as I faid, this Paflage over Jordan, which is 
liere compared to that of the Red^Sea^ is free from all 
thofe Cavils that are made as to that of the Red-Sea ; 
and is a further Atteftation to it, being faid to be done 
in the fame Manner as was that of the Red-Sea. 

Now, to form our Argument, let us fuppofe that 
there never was any fuch thing as that Paffage over 
Jordan : That thefe Stones at Gilgal were fet up up- 
on fome other Occafion, in fome After- Age: And 
then, that fome deiigning Man invented this Book of 
Jopua, and faid, that it was wrote by Jojhua at that 
time, and gave this Stonage at Gilgal for a Teftimony 
of the Truth of it : Would not every body fay to 
him. We know the Stonage at Gilgal i but we never 
heard before of this Reafon for it, nor of this Book of 
Jojbua ? Where has it been all this while ? And ijuhere 
and hoijo came you, after fo many Ages, to find it ? Be- 
£des, this Book tells us, that this Paffage over Jordan 
was ordained to be taught our Children, from Age to 
Age ; and therefore, that they were always to be in* 
ib-uded in the Meaning of that Stonage at Gilgal, as a 
Memorial of it : But we were never taught it when we 
were Children ; nor did , ever teach our Children any 
fuch thing : And it is not likely that coiiild hav^ been 
forgotten, while fo remarkable a Stonage did continue, 
W-hicb was fet up for that and no pther End ! 

And 
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And if, for the Reafons before given, no fuch /w- 
• fofition could be put upon us, as to the Stonage in 5a- 
hfiury-Flainy how much lefs could it be as to the Sto- 
[ nageinG/jJg'/i/? 

i And if, where we know not the Reafon of a bare 

f naked Monument, fuch a foam Reafon cannot be im- 

5 pofed, how much more is it impoflible to impofe up- 

« on us in ASims and Ohfervances which we celebrate in 

' Memory of particular Pajfages f How impcffible tl> 

1 make us forget thofe Pajfages which we daily comme- 

! morate ; and to perfuade us, that we had always kept 

I fuch Inflltutiotts m Memory of what we never heard of 

! before ; that is, that we knew ft before we knew it ? 

And if we find it thus impoflible for an Impofition 

to be put upon us, even in fome Things which have 

not all the four Marks before-mentioned , how much. 

more impoflible isrit that any Deceit (hould be in that 

Thing where all the^»r Marks do meet ! 

This has been (hewed in the firft Place, as to the: 
Matters of Faft of Mofes. 

2. Therefore I come now (fecandly) to (hew, that^ 
as in the Mattej-s of Fa£l ofMofes, fo likewife all thefe 
four Marks do meet in the Matters of Fadt, which are 
recorded in the Gofpel^ of our breffed Sa'uiour, And* 
my Work herein will be the fhorter, becaufe all that is 
laid before oi Mofes and his Books, is every way as ap- 
plicable to Chrifi and his Gojpel. His PForks and Mira^ 
eles are there faid to be done publickly, in the Face of 
the World, as he argued to his Accufers, I /pake openly 
to the Worldy and infecret ba^ve I faid nothing, John xviii. 
20. It is told, JSis ii. 41. that three thoufand at one 
time, and ASl^ iv. 4. that about five thoufand at an- 
other time, were converted, upon Convidion of what 
themfelves hadffcen, what had been done publickly be- 
fore their Eyes, wherein it was impoflible to have im- 
pofed upon them. Therefore here were the two firll 
of the Rules before mentioned. 

Then for the two fecond; Eaptifm and the Lord's-^vp^ 
per were inftituted as perpetual Memorials of thcfa 
'J'hings: And they were not inftitutcd in After- Ages. 
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but at the very tiaie when thefe Thines were (aid to 
be done ; and have been obferved without Interrup- 
tion, in all Ages, through the whole Chriftian World, 
down all the Way from that Time to this ; smd Chriji 
hiinfelf did ordain Jfoftles^ and other Mttdfters of his 
Co/pel^ to preachy &nd a^mim^irthckSacramentj: And. 

to govern his Church : And that aliti^s, 
Matth, xxvii. unto the End of the World, And accord- 
ao. ingly they have continued, by regular 

Succ^on^ to this Day ; and, no doubt, 
ever (hall while the Earth ihall laft. So that the Chrif- 
tian Clergy are as notorious a Matter of FaS iis the 
^rihe of Lewi among the Jews : And the GoJ^el is a» 
much a La^j to the Chriftianst as the Books ol Mofes to 
the Jc^>s : And it being Part of the Matters oi Fa3 re- 
lated in the Gojpel^ that fuch an Order of MeaVierc ap- 
pointed by Chrtfit and to continue to the End ofthi 
Worlds confcqucndy, if the Go/pel vf9A a FiBion, and in- 
vented (as it mud be) in fome Ages after Chrifi, then, 
at that time when it was iirft invented, there coald he 
no fuch Order of Clergy as derived themfelves from 
the Inflitiition of Chriji; which muft give the Lie to 
the Go/pe/f and demonftrate the Who/e to hefal/e. And 
the Matters of Fa^ of Chri/ being preiTed to be 'true^ 
no otherwife than as there was, at that time (when- 
ever the Deifis will fuppofe the Go^i to be forged} not 
only publick Sacraments ofChnfi^s Inftitution, but aa 
Order of C/fr^ like wife of his Appointment, to admi- 
nifter them ; and it being impoifible there could be any 
fuch Things before they were invented, it is as im- 
poifible that they fhould be received when invented. 
And therefore, by what is faid above^ it was as impof- 
fible to have impofed upon Mankind in this Matteri^ 
by invenriftg of it in After-Aees, as at the Time when 
thofe Things were faid to be done. 

3. The Matters of F^i^ of Mahomet, or what is fa- 
bled of the heathen Deities^ do all want fome of the 
aforefaid/^x^r Rules, whereby the Certainty of Matters of 
FaSi is dtmonftrated. Fird, for Mahomet, he pretend- 
ed to no Miracles, as he telh us in his jlcoran^ c. 6, 
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fisfr. and thofe whith are commonly told of him pafs 
among the Mabofnetans themfelves but as legendary Fa- 
bles ; Imd as ftsch are rejefted by the nulfe and Itar^* 
A/amongft them ; as the Legends of their Saints are in 
tbe Chunk of Rome. See Dr. Prideaux his Life of Ma* 
hornet 9 pag. 34. 

But, in the next place, thofe which are told of him 
do all want the two firft Rula before-mentioned. For 
his pretended Converfe with the Moon, his Mefra, or 
Night- Journey from Mecca to Jerufalem^ and thence to 
Heamtn, ice, were not performed before any-body: 
We hare only ^is own Word for them ; And they are 
as groandlefs as the Deloiions of Fox or Muggleton a- 
nongft ourfelves. The fame is to be faid (in the fe- 
cond place) of the Fables of the Heathen Gods, ofMer- 
cufy*s ibcdXing Shetp, Jupiter"^ turning himfelfinto a 
Bnll, and the like ; befides the Folly and Un^worthinefs 
of fuch finfilefs pretended Miracles. And moreover, 
the Wife among the Heathen did reckon no otherwife 
of thefe bat as Fables^ which had a Mythology or my/- 
ileal Meaning in them, of which feveral of them have 
given us the Rationale, or Explication, And it is plain 
enough that OviV meant no other by all his Meiamor- 
fhofis* 

It is trnc tht Heathen Deities had their Priefts: Thejr 
had likewife Feafts, Games, and other publick Inftitu- 
tions, in Memory of them ; But all thefe want the fourth 
Mark, viz. That fuch Priefthoodzxidi Inftitutions fhould 
commence from the Time that fuch Things as they 
commemorate were faid to be done ; otherwife they 
cannot fecure After-Ages from the Impofture, by de- 
teAing it at the Time when firft invented, as hath 
been argued before. But the Bacchakalia, and other 
Heathen Feafts^ were inftituted many Ages after what 
was reported of thef(et^Gods was faid to oe done, and 
therefore can be no Proof of them. And the Priells of 
Bacchus, Apollo, &c. were not ordained by thefe fup- 
pofed Gods, but were appointed by others, in After- 
Ages^ only in Honour to them ; And therefore thefe 

B ^ Orders 
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Orders of Priefts are no Evidence to the Truth of the 
Matters of FaSt which are reported of their Gods. 

IV. Now to apply what has been faid, you may 
challenge all the Deifis in the World to (hew any Ac- 
tion that is fabulous, which has all the four Rules or 
ilf/zrij before- mentioned. No ; it is impoflible. And 
(to refume a little what is fpoke to before) the Hifto- 
lies of Exodus and the Gofpel could never have been re- 
ceived, if they had not been true ; becaufe the Inflitu- 
tion of the Priefthood of Le^vi^ and of Chrifiy of the 
Sabbath t the Pajfower^ of Circumcifiony of Bapttfiu and 
the Lord's Supper, &c. are there related as defcending 
all the Way down from thofe Tiroes, without Inter- 
ruption. And it is full as impoiTible to perfuade Men 
that they had been circumcifedy baptixedy had circum- 
tifed or baptized their Children, celebrated Pa£o<versr 
Sabbaths, Sacraments^ &c. under the Government and 
AdminiHration of a certain Order of priejis, if they had 
done none of thefe Things, as to make them believe 
they had gone thro'.^f^i upon dry Land, feen thj^Duid^ 
raifed, i^fc. And without believing of thefe, it was 
impoiTible that either the Laiu or the Go/pel could have^ 
been received. 

And the Truth of the Matters of Fa£l of Exodus and 
the Go/pel being no otherwife preffed upon Men, than 
as they have praflifed fuch publick Inflitations, it is 
appealing to the Senfes of Mankind for the Truth of 
them ; and makes it impofiible for any to have in- 
vented fuch Stories in After- Ages, without a palpable 
Detedlion of the Cheat when firft invented ^ as impof- 
fible as to have impofed upon the Senfes of Mankind at 
the Time when fuch publick Matters of Fa£l were faid 
to be done. 

V. I do not fay, that every thing which wants thefe 
four Marks is falfe; but that nothing can be falfe 
which has them all, 

I have no manner of Doubt that there was fuch a 
Man as Julius Ca'far \ that he fought ?it P har/alia ; was 
killed in the Senate -Ilou/e ; and many other Matters of 

Fait 
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Faft of antient Times, tho' we keep no ptiblick Oi" 
fer'vances in Memory of them. 

Bat this (hews that the Matters of Fadl of Mofes and 
of Chrift have come down to us better guarded than 
any other Matters of Fa£^, how true foever. 

And yet our Deiflsy who would laugh any Man out 
of the World, as an irrational Brute, that ihould offer 
to deny Cafar or Alexander^ Homer or Virgil^ their 
publick Works or Actions, do, at the fame time, value 
themfelves as the only Men of Wit and Senfe, of free» 

fenerous, and unbiafTed Judgments, for ridiculing the 
nHories of Mofes and Chrift ^ that are infinitely better 
attefted, and guarded with infallible Marks, which the 
others want. 

VI. Befides that, the Importance of the Subjefl 
would oblige all Men to enquire more narrowly into 
the one than the other : For what Confequence is It to 
me, or to the World, whether there was fuch a Man 
as Cafar ; whether he beat, or was beaten, at Pharfa- 
fiai whether Homer or Vir^i wrote fuch Books; and 
whether what is related, in the IliaJs or Mneids be true 
or falfe ? It is not Two-pence, up or down to any Man 
in the World; and therefore it is w'onh no Man^s 
while to enquire into it, either to oppofe or juflify the 
Truth of thefe Relations. 

But our very ^auh and Uodies^ both this Life and 
Eternity, are concerned va.^t-^ruth of what is related 
in the Holy Scriptures ; and therefore Men would be 
more inquUitive to fearchinto the Truth of thefe, than 
of any other Matters of Fadl ; examine and fift them 
narrowly, and find out the Deceit, \i any fuch could 
be found : For it concerned them nearly, and was of 
|he lait Importance to them. 

How unreafonable then is itto rejedl thefe Matters 
of Fa£t, fo fift^d, fo examined, and fo attefted, as no 
other Matters of Fa£i in the World ever were ; and yet 
to think it the moft highly unreafonable, even to Mad- 
nefs, to deny other .Matters of Fadt, which have not 
the thoufandth' Part of their Evidence^ and are of no 
Confequence at all to us, whether true ox falfe I 

3 VII. 
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VII. Th«re are fcveral other Topicis^ fi^om whence 
the Truth of the Chriftiau Religion is evinced to all 
who will judge by Remjw^ and give themfelves Leave to 
€wfider. As» the ImprobMUty that ten or twelve p99r 
illiterate Fiftfemun ihould form a Defign of converting 
the whole World to believe their Delufions ; and the /i»- 
ft^bility of their eiFeOing it, without Force of Arms, 
Learnings Oratory^ or any one vifible thing that could 
recommend them ! And to impofe a DoBrine quite op- 
pofite to tht^Lufis and Fhafures of Men, and i^nuorldly 
Aivmaugei^ or Eiueywiemts ! And this in an Age of fo 
great LeamiM and SMocity as that wherein the Gojpel 
was firft preached ! That ^t^tJpofiles fhould not only 
undergo all the Scorn and Contempt, but the fevereft 
Ferfectttioikf and moft cruel Deaths that could be in- 
flifted, in Atteftation to what themfelves knew to b^ 
a mere Deceit and Femrj of Hieir own contriving f 
Some have fuffercd for Errors, which they thought to be 
TtHthi but never any for what themfelves knew to be 
XfV/. And the Jpofiiet moft know what they taught to 
he Liesy if it was fo i becaufe the^ fpoke of thofe 

Things, which, they (aid, they had both 
A£t. iv. aa Jeen9LtAhear^f\aAl$4keduf9nyZXiAhMul-^ 
i. J9hn i. 1. MnMth their Hondt, ice. 

Neither can it be faid, ^at they, per- 
haps, imebt haVe propofed fome tempml Advantages 
to tl^ftSves, but mt&d of them, ttnd met with Suf» 
ferings inilead of them : For if it had been fo, it is 
^ore than probable, that, when they faw their Difap- 
pointmenty they would have difcovered their Confytra- 
ry, efpecisllly when they might not only have laved 
their Lives, but got great lUwarJs for doing of it. 
That not one of them flionld ever haire been brought 
10 do this f 

But this is not all : For tihty tell us, that ditir MaJ^ 
ter bid them expert nothing but SuJMmfM in this World. 
This is the Tenuor of all that G^/ whieh they taught ; 
and they told the fame to all whom they converted: So 
that here was no Difappointmcnt^ 

For 
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For all that were con^verted by them» were convert' 
ed upon the certain Expedation of Sufferings^ and bid* 
den to prepare for it. Cbrift commanded bis Difcipies 
to take up their Cro/s daily, and foUow him : And told 
them» that in the World they (hould have TribulatUn : 
That whoever did not foriake Father^ Mother, Wife^ 
Children, LmuU, and their very Lives, could not be his 
Difcipies : That he who fought tofmjt his Life in this 
World (hould lofe it in the next. 

Now, that tms defpifed Do^rine of the Crofs (hould 
prevail fo uni^verfally againft the Allnretn$nts offlefi and 
Woodt and all the Blandifhments of this World, againft 
the Rage and Perfecutim of all the Kings and Powers of 
the Earthy muft (hew its Original to be Divine, and its 
Prote^or, Almighty, What is it elfe could conquer 
without Arms, ptrfuadi without Rheterici, overcome 
Enemies, difarm Tyrants, and fubdue Empires, without 
Oppofition* 

VIII. We may add to all this, the Te(Umonie8 of 
the moft bitter Enemies and Perfecutors of Chrifiianity, 
both yews and Gentiles, to the Truth of the Nlatter of 
Fad of Chrifi ; fuch as Jofephus and Tacitus ; of which 
the firll flouri(hed about y^r/^ Years after the Death of 
Cbrift, and the other 9hQVXfeventy Years after : So that 
they were capable of examining into the Truth, and 
wanted not Prejudice and Malice fu(Hcient to have in- 
dined them to deny the Matter of Pad itfelf of Cljnjl : 
But their confeffing to it, as likewife Lucian, Ceyus, 
Porphyry, and Julian the Apofiate, the Mahometans (ince, 
and all other Enemies of Chriftianity that have ariCen 
in the World, is an undeniable Atteftation to the Truth 
of the Matter of Faff. 

IX. But there is another Argument, more ftrong and 
convincing than even this Matter of Fad ; more than, 
the Certainty of what Ifeevn^ my Eyes\ and which 
the Apoille Peter caXLtd^^imorefure IVord, that is. Proof % 
than what \i^fcew and heard upon the holy Mount, when 
our bleded Saviour was /m«(/%«rV before him, and two 
other of the Apoftles: For havmg repeated that PaiTage, 
as a Proof of that whereof they were Eye-witnefes, and 

4 heard 



[ 24 ] 

heard tlie Voice from Heaven giving Atteftadon to our 
LordO^//?, 2Pet. i. 16, 17, 18. Jie fays, *i;. 19. We 
ha've alfo a morefure Word of a Prophecy, for the Proof of 
this Jeftts being the MeJJtah ; that is, the Frophefies which 
had gone before oi Him, from the Beginning of the 
World, and all ^^^JdCiy fulfilled in Him, 

Men may difpute an Impofition ox Deluiion upon 
our outward Senfes ; but how that can be falfe which 
has been fo long, even from the Beginning of the 
World, and fo ofien, by all the Prophets, in feveral 
Ages, foretold ? how can this be an Impofition or a 

Forgery ? 

This is particularly infifted on in the Cafe of the 
Jews, And even the Deifis muft confefs, that that 
Book we call the Old Tefiament was in Being, in the 
Hands of the JenAJs, long before our Sa'viour came into 
the World. And if they will be at the Pains to com- 
pare the Prophefies that are there of the Meffiahy. with 
the fulfilling of them, as to ^ime. Place, and all other 
Circumfiances, in the Ferfon, Birth, Life, Death, Refur- 
region, and Afcenfion of our blefled 5tfi;/c»r, will find this 
Proof what our Apoftle here calls it, a Light Jhining in 
'a dark Place, until the Day dawn, and the Day-fiar arife 
in your Hearts, Which God grants Here is no Poffi- 
bility of Deceit or Impofture. 

' Old Prophefies (and all fo agreeing) could not have 
been contrived to countenance a new Cheat; and no- 
thing cotdd be a Cheat that coxild fulfil all thefe. 

For this therefore I refer the Deifis to the Cafe of 

the Jews, 

I defire them Kkewife to look there, Se£l, XI. and 
confider the Prophefies given fo long ago, of which they 
fee the fulfilling at this Day with their own Eyes, of 
the State of the Jews for many Ages paft, and at prc- 
fent ; without a King, or Priefi, or Temple, or Sacrifice y 
Scattered to the four Windy; fifted as with a Sieve 
among all Nations ; yet preferved, and always fo to be, 
k diftind People from all others of the whole Earth. 
Whereas thofc mighty Monarchies which oppreffed the 
Jews, and which commanded the World in their 

Turns, 
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Turns, and had the greateft human Profpcft of Per- 
petuity, were to be extinguilhed, as they have been, 
even that their Names fhould be blotted oat from under 
Heaven. 

As likewife, that as remarkable of our bleiTed Sa* 
'viouKt concerning the Frefer*vation and Progrefs of the 
Chriftian Churchy when in her S^wadling-Cloaths^ con- 
Ming only of a few poor Fi/ber-men: Not by the 
Sword, as that o£ Mahomet y bat under all the Perfc- 
cution of Men and Hell, which yet fhould not prevail 
againfl her. 

But tho' I offer thefe as not to be flighted by the Detftst 
to which they can fhew nothing equal in all profane 
Hiflory, and in which it is impoflible any Cheat can 
lie; yet I put them not upon the fame Foot as the 
Prophefies before-mentioned, of the Marks and Com- 
ing of the MeJJiahy which have been fmce the World 
began. 

And that general Expedation of the whole Earth, 
at the time of his Coming, infifled upon in the Cafe of 
the Jemjiy SeSi. V. is greatly to be noticed. 

But I fay, the foregoing Prophefies of our Saviour 
are fo flrong a Proof, as even Miracles would not be 
fufficient to break their Authority. 

I mean, if it were poUIble that a true Miracle could 
be wrought in Contradidion tg them : For that would 
be for God to con:radi6t himfelf. 

But no Sign or Wonder, that could poffibly be folved, 
fhould fhake this Evidence. 

It is this that keeps the Jews in their Obflinacy ; 
tho* they cannot deny the Matters of Fadl done by our 
bleffed Saviour to be truly Miracles, if fo done as 
faid : Nor can they deny that they were fo doae, be- 
caufe they have all the four M^r^/ before mentioned ; 
yet they cannot yield. Why ? Becaufe they think that 
the Gofpel is in Contradidlion to the Lanv ; which if it 
were, the Confcquence would be unavoidable, that 
iot/j could not be true. To folve this* is the Bufmefs of 
/he Cafe of the Jem:s : But the Contradiftion which they 
fuppofe is in xhM Comments that they put ppon xhtLaciv ; 

C efpecially^ 



[ 26] 

efpecially they expe£l aliteralFulfiIIing;orthoreProinireS: 
ofYhe Reftaura-ion of Jerufalem^ and, outward Glories 
of the Churchy of which there is fuch frequent mentjoa 
in the Books of Mofes^ the P/alms, and all the Prophets. 
And many Chrifiiant do expe.61 the fame; apd take thofe 
^exts as literally as the Jenui do. We. do belie^ve and 
pray for the Converfion of the Ji^s, For this End they 
have been fo miraculoufly preferved, according to the 
Prophefies fo long before of it. And when that Time 
fhall come, as they are the mod honourable and an- 
tient of all the Nations on the Earth, fb will their 
Church return to be the Afi?/^^r.Chriftian Churchy as (he 
w,as at firft ; and Rome muil furrender to JerufaUm^ . 
Then all Nations will flow thither : And even E^kieP^ 
Temple may be literally built there, ia the Metropolis of 
the whole Eartli ; which Jeru/alem mufl be, when the 
Fdlnefs of the Gentiles fhall meet with the Converfion of 
the Jen^is, For no Nation will then contend with the 
Je^s ; nor Church with Jeru/alem foe Supremacy. All 
Nations will be ambitious to draw their Original fxom, 
the Jews, whofe ai;e the Fathers^ and from whom^ a« 
cpnceming the FleQi, Chrijl came. 

Then will be fulfilled that outward Grandeur zxlA Re-, 
fiauration of the Jews^ and of Jerujalem, whick they 
exped, purfuaat to the Prophefies. 

They pretend not that this is limited to any parti- 
cular Time of the Reign of the MeJ^ah : They arc, 
fare il; will not -be at the Beginning ; for they expedl to 
go through great Conjliifs and Trials with their MeJJiah. 
(as the ChrilUan Chtfrch ha^ done), before his final Con- 
quefty and that they come to reign with him. So that, 
this is no Obilrudtion to their embracing, Cbrifiianity. 
They fee the fam(^ Things fulfilled in us, wiiich they. 
expe£l to themfelves; and we do expe£i the fame. 
Things they 6iO. 

I tell this to the Deijsj left they may think that the 
j£tws have fome Wronger Arguments than they know, of ; 
that they are not perfuaded by .the Miracles of our 
bleiTed Savicftr^ and by the fulfilling of all the Froph«« 
£e8 in him^ that were made concerning th^ Miffijai. 

A« 
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A^ I (aid before^ I would not plead even Miracles 
againft thefe. 

And if this is fufR'ciient to perfuade a 7>w, it is 
much more fo to a Deift^ who labours not under thefe 
Ohje^ions, 

Bdides, I would not feem to clafh with that (in a 
found Senfe) reafonable Caution ufed by Chrijiian Wri- 
ters, not to put the Iflue of the Truth wholly upon 
Miracles, without this Addition, when not done in 
Contradiction to the Re^velations already given in the 
hj^ly Scriptures, 

And they do it upon this Confideration, That tho' it 
is impofiible to fuppofe that G^^ would work a realM/- 
rach in Contradiction to what he has already revealed^ 
yet Men may be impofed upon hyfdlfe ^nd/eeming Mi- 
racles, 2XkA pretfTided Re'velations (as there are many Ex- 
amples, efpeciallyin the Church of Rome J ; and fo may 
be fhaken in the Faith, if they keep not the Ho/j Serif* 
tares as their Rule, 

We are told, zTheJf, u, 9. of hitx luho/e Coming is 
after the iKorking of Sat an ^ iKith all Po<wer, and Signs, 
and lying Wonders. And Rcv.xm. 14. xvi. 14. and xix. 
20. of the De'vil and falfe Prophets working Miracles, 
But the Word in all thefe Places is only X»7;x6/jt Signs^ 
that is as it is rendered, Maith, xxiv. 24. ; whidh tho' 
fometimes i^may be ufed to iignify real Miracles, yet 
not always, not in thefe Places : For tho' every Miracle 
be a Sign and a Wonder, yet every Sign or Wonder is 
niOt a Miracle, 

X, Here it may be proper to confidcr a common TV- 
pick of the J>eifts^ who, when they are not able to ftand 
out againit the Evidence of FaSt, that fach and fuch 
Miracles have been done, then turn about and deny fuCh 
things to be Miracles ; at leaft, that we can never be 
fure whether any luonderful Thing that is fhewn to tt» 
be a true or a falfe Miracle, 

And the great Argument they go upon is tl^is. That 
a Miracle being that which exceeds the Po^-wer ot Nature, 
W€ cannot know what exceeds it, unlefs we knew the 
VLXmoQ: Extern oix^t Power of Nature ; and no Man pre- 
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tends to. know that :• Therefore that no Man can r^r- 
tatnly know whether any Event be miraculom ; and con- , 
fequentlyhc may be cheated in his Judgment betwixt 
true and falfe Miracles. 

To which I anfwer, That Men may be io cheated \ 
and there dre many Examples of it. 

But that tho' we may not always kntnx) when we are r 
cheat edi yet we can certainly tell, in many Cafes, when 
we are not cheated. 

For tho' We do not know the utmoft Extent of the 
Pc^er of Nature , perhaps, in any one Thing, yet it 
does not follow, that we know not the Nature of any 
thing, in feme Meafure^ and that certainly too. For 
Example : Tho' I do not know the otmoft Extent of the 
Po^er of Fire, yet I certainly know, that it is the Na- 
ture of Fire to hum ^ and then, when proper Fe^el is 
adminiftered to it, it is contrary to the Nature of Fire not 
to confume it. Therefore if I fee three Men taken off 
the Street, in their common wearing Apparel, and, 
without any Preparation, caft into the midll of a burn- 
ing Jiery Furnace^ and that the Flame y^vl^ ioferce that it 
burnt up thofe Men that threw them in, and yet that 
thefe who were thrown in fhould walk up and down in 
the Bottom of the Furnace j and I fhould fee a Fourth 
Perfon with them, of glorious Appearance, like the Son 
of God; and that thele Men fhould come up again out 
of the Furnace without any Harm, or fo much as the 
/mell of Fire upon themfelves or their Cloaths ; I could 
not be deceinjed in thinking that there was a Stop put to 
the Nature of Fire, as to thefe Men; and that it had 
its EjeS upon the Men whom it burned at the fame 
time. 

Again ; tho' I cannot tell how ^wonderful and fudden 
an Increafe of Corn might be produced by the Concur- 
rence ef many Caufes, as a wi:arm Climate y the Fertility 
of the 5(9/7, &c. yet this I can certainly know, that 
there is not that natural Force in the Breath of two or 
three Words fpoken, to multiply one fmall Lcef of Bread 
iofafi, in the breaking of it, as truly and really ^ not only 
in appearance and Sheiv to the Eye^ but to fill the Bellies 

of 
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^f fereral Thou/and hungry Per/om ; and that the Frag^ 
ments (hould be much more than the Bread w2a at firfl. 

So neither in a Word fpoken, to raifc the Dead, cure 
Difeafes, &c. 

Therefore, tho' we know not the utmoft Extent of 
the Ponver of Nature^ yet we can certainly know what 
is contrary to the Nature of feveral fuch Things as wc 
do know. 

And therefore, tho* we may be cheated znd impofed 
npon in many feemhg Miracles and Wonders, yet there 
are fome Things wherein we may be certain. 

But farther : The Deifts acknowlege a God, of an 
Almighty Powoer, who made all Things ; yet they would 
put it out of his Po^^er to make any Re-velation of his 
Will to Mankind. For if we cannot be certain of any 
Atrocity how fhould we know when God fent any thing 
extraordinary to us ? Nay how Ihould we know the ordi- 
nary Poticcr of Nature, if we knew not what exceeded it ? 
If we know not what is natural, how do we know there 
is fach a Thing as 7rWffr^ /* That all » not Supcntr,^ 
turalf All Miracles? And fo dijputable, till we come 
to Aownri^i Scepticrfm, and doubt the Certainty of our 
euinvardSen/es ; deiiring only this, that they would allow 
the Scnfes of other Mep to be as certain as their own : 
Which they cannot refufe, fincc, without this, they 
can have no Certainty of their own. 

XJ. Therefore, from what has been faid^ the Caufe is 
fammed up (hortly in this ; That tho* we cannot y^^ what 
was done oefore our Time, yet, by the Marks which I 
have laid down concerning the Certainty of Matters of 
FaQ done before our Time, we may be as much aflured 
of the ^ruth of them, as if we faw them with our Eyes : 
Becaofe whatever Matter ofFaB has all the foar Marks 
before- mentioned, could never have been indented or 
reeei'oedy but upon the Convi6lion of the out*ward Senfes 
of all thofe who did recei<ve it, as be lore is demonftrat- 
cd. And therefore this Topick which I have chofen, 
does ftand upon the Convi^ion even of Mens outward 
Sii^is. And isnce you have confined me to oni Tofickf 
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I have not infixed upon the others, whicli I haVetonlj 
narced. 

XII. And now it lies upon the Deifisy if they would 
appear as Men of Reafon^ to (hew fome Matter of FaiSt 
of former Ages, which they allow to be/r/^^, that has 
greater Evidences of its truth than the Matters of 
Fadl of Mo/es and ofCbrlJi: Otherwiie they cannot, 
with any Shew of Reafin^ rejedi the one, and yet adnut 
of the other. 

But I have given them greater Latitude than tbis ; 
for I have (hewn fuch Marks of the Truth of the Mat« 
.ters of Fad of Mofes and of Cbrifi^ as no other Matters 
of Fad of tbofe Times, however true, have, but 
thefe only : And I put it upon them to (hew any For- 
gery that has all thele Marks. 

This is a (hort Ipu, Keep them clofe to this. This 
determines the Caufe all at once. 

Let them take Aid from all the Ixgwds in the Church 
of Romcn thofe piaus Cheats^ the foreft Difgraces .of 
Cbrifiiamf^, SltA which have hid the faireft ^f ai^ 
one Contrivance to overturn the Certainty of tbe 
Miracles of Chrifl and bis Af9ftUsy and whole ^rmtb of 
the Gofpdy by putting then» all ^}pon the fame Foot; at 
leall they are fo underftood by the Generality of thehr 
Devotees^ tho' difowned and laughed at ^y thiB Leamod 
and Men of Senfe among them. 

Let them pick and chufe the moft probable of .all the 
Fables of the Heathen Leities^ and fee if they can £nd 
in any of thefe die four Marks before -mentioaedL 

Otherwife let them fubmk to the irrefragable Cer- 
tainty of the Chriftian Religion. 
' XIII. But if, not.\ith(laAding of all that is faid, the 
Deifls will Aill contend, that all this is but Prifft-craft^ 
^e Invention of Pr lefts for their own Profit, &r. then 
they will give us an Idea of Priefts far different from 
what they intend : For then we muft look upon thefe 
Priefts not only as the cuuningeft and <v^ifeft of Man- 
kind^ but we ifaall be tempted to adore them as Deities^ 
who have fuch Power as to impofe, at their Pleafure, 
up6n the Senfes of Mankiufi \ to make them believe 

that 
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that tkey had pra^lifcd fuch publick Inllitutions, ehafl* 
led them by Laivsy taught them to their Children, (^c, 
when th'ey had never done any of thefe Things, or 
ever To much as heard of them before ; And then, upon 
*the Credit of their belieVinjg that they had done fuch 
Things as they never did, to make them further be- 
lieve, 'upon the fame Foundation, whatever th^y 
pleafed to impofe upon them as to former Ages : I fay, 
fuch a Power as this mud exceed all that is hUnuin ; and 
confequently make us rank thefe Priefis far above the 
Condition of Mortals. 

2. Nay, this were to make them outdo all that has 
ever been related of the infernal P(ra;(n ; for tlio' their 
hegerdemain has extended to deceive fome unwary Be- 
liolders, and their Power of working fome feeming Mi- 
racles has been great, yet it never reached, nor ever 
was fuppofed to reacH, fo far as to deceive the Senfes of 
all Mankind, in Matters of fuch pubiick and notorious 
Nature as thofe of which we now fpeak j to make the in 
Relieve, that they had enafted Laws for fuch publick 
Obfervances, continually pra6):ifed them, taught chem 
to their Children, and had been inftrufted in them 
'themfelvcs from their Childhood, if they had, never 
tnaBedf fraBifedy taught, or been taught^ fuch Things. 

3. And as this, exceeds all the rower of Hell and 
De*vihy fo it is more than ever God Almighty has done 
'fince the Foundation of the World. None of the Mi- 
racles that he has (hewn, or Belief which he has re- 
quired to any-thing that he has revealed, has ever con« 
tradided the outward Senfes of any one Man in the 
Worlds much lefs of all Mankind together. For Mi- 
racles, bsing Appeals to our outward Senfes, muft de- 
Uroy with it all their own Certainty, as to us ; fined 
we have no other Way to judge of a Miracle exhibited- 
to our SenfeSy than upon the Suppofition of the Certainty 
of our Senfes t upon which we give Credit to a Miracle 
*that is ihewn to omt Senfes. 

4. This, by the way, is a yet unanfwered Argu- 
ment againd the Miracle O^ Tranfubjlantiation , and 
ftews the Weaknefs of the Defence which the Church 
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^f Rome oiFers for it (from whom x\it Sodnians have 
licked it up^ and, of late, have gloried much in it 
amongft us), that the Do6lrines of the Trinity^ or hear- 
tioitj do contradift all of thefe. Therefore the Cora • 
parifon is exceedingly (hort, and out of Purpofe. But 
to return. 

U the Chriftian Religion be a Cheats and nothing elfe 
but the Invention of Prirfts, and carried on by their 
Craft, it makes their Po<wer and Wifdom greater than 
thst of Men, Angih, or Devils, (and more than God 
hirafelf ever yet Ihewed or e.xpreiTcd) to decel*be and 
impofe upon the Zenfes of Mankind^ in fuch public k and 
notorious Matters of Faft. 

XIV. And this Miracle, which the Deifis muft rim 
into, to avoid thefe recorded of Mofes and Chrift, is 
much greater, and more aftoniihing, than all the Scrip- 
tur,es tell of them. 

So that thefe Men, who laugh at all Miracles* are 
now obliged to account for the greateft of all, how the 
Senfes of Mankind can be impofed upon in fuch pub- 
livk Matters of Fa^. 

And "how then can they make the Pri efts the moft 
contemptible of all Mankind; itxice they make them 
the fo!e Authors of this the greateft of Miracles ? 

XV. And firic'e the Deijls (thefe Men qf Senfe and 

Reafon !) have fo vile and mean an Idea of the Prtefts 

of all Religions, why do they not recover the World out 

of the Poileflion and Government of fuch Blockheads t 

Why do they fuffer Kings and States to be led by them.? 

To edablifh their Deceits by Laws, and inflid Penal -r 

ties upon the Oppofers of them ? Let the Deijfs try their 

Hands : They have been trying, and are now very 

bufy about it, and free Liberty they have; yet have 

ihey not prevailed, nor ever yet did prevail, in any ci- 

vil.s^ed or generous Natipn, And tho' they have fome 

Inroads among the Hottentots, and fome other the moft 

brutal Part of Mankind, yet are they flill exploded ; 

and Priefts have and do prevail againfl them, amon? 

not only the greateft, but beft Part of the World, and 

the moft glorious for Jrts^ Learning and War. 

xvr. 
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XV r. For as the Devil does ape Gody in his InfUtu- 
tions of Religion, his Feafts, Sacrifices, ^c. fo l.kewifc 
in his Priefts ; without whom no Religion, whether true 
or falfe, can Hand. Falfe Religion is but a Corrup- 
tion of the true : The true was before it, though it be 
followed clofe upon the Heels. 

The Revelation made to Mo/es is elder than any H/- 
/ory extant in the Heathen World. The Heathens, in 
Imitation of him, pretended likewife to their Revela" 
tions ; but I have given thofe Marks which diftinguifh 
them from the true: None of them have thefe four 
J)/«ri/ before-mentioned. 

Now the Deifis think all Revelations to be equally 

pretended, and a Cheat ; and the Priefts of all Religions 

. to be the fame Contrivers and Jugglers ; and therefore 

they proiclaimWat equally againft all, and are equally 

engaged to bear the Brunt of alL 

And if the Conteft be only betwixt the Deifts, and 
the Priefts, which of them arc the Men of the greateft 
Parts and Senfe, let the EffeSs determine it j and let 
the Deify yield the ViSlory to their Conquerors, who, by 
their oWn Confeffion, carry all the World before 
them. 

XVII. If the Deifts fay, that this is, becaufe all the 
^ orld are Blockheads, as well as thefe Priefts who go- 
vern them ; that all are Blockheads except the Detfts, 
who vote themfelves only to be Men of Senfe ; this 
•(befides the Modefty of it!) will fpoil their great and 
beloved 7'ofick, in Behalf of what they call Natural 
Religion againft the Revealed, visi. Appealing to the 
common Re^on tf Mankind: This they fct up ^againft 
Re<velation ; think this to be fufficient for all the Ufes 
of Men, here cr hereafter (if there be any After-State) ; 
and therefore that there is no Ufe of Re<v elation. This 
common Reafon they advance as infallible, at leaft as the 
fureft Guicfe ; yet now cry out upon it, when it turns 
againft them : When this common Senfe runs z.hti Re^c* 
lation (as it always has done), then common Reafon is a 
Beaft i and we muft look for Reafon, not from the comr 



mvfi ^^ttfnints <^Matddnd, bdt dnijr attotilg tfit Beaux 
the J>eip, 

XVin. Th^rfote, iffte f>?//r 'twould aVbid dlfe 

Idwrtijicdtidn (which wili be f ei-y untafy to thfem) tb 

>^fdy and yS^M/ tb be futdueH ztidJbe^ed do^n befbfe 

' the Prices, whom of aH Manidtid they kaU atid ^- 

jJ(/& ; n they -would ^Toid this, !ct them conifefs, as 

the Truth is, that Religion is fto Invention of Priefls, 

1>ut of Di<vlne Original ; that PHifis were itiftitated by 

the fame jfuthor ot Relfgitfn j Md that their Or'dey h k 

perpetual Und H^htg Monument bf the 'Miimfs bf FaSl of 

their Religiony inftituted from the TtmeHtLzX, fttth Mat- 

Tfers of i^5 Were feid to be ddtre; as the te^ites ftom 

Mafes ; the JfoflJes^ and ftcceeding C/^/jj?,!fr(jm thrift, 

to this Day ; that »o ^eATbenPfiifist^xi fay the ftme : 

They M^rcre not appoitited by tiie Gods whom they 

ferved, but by others in After- Ages : They cannot 

ftand the ^eft of the^tfr Itufes ijtefore-inentioned/wliich 

the Cbriftian Pttep cau do, and they t>ttly, >»fow the 

i^hriJtiafvPrufthood^ aTs inftitijted by C^(/? himf^lf, fthl 

tontinaed by Succeffim to this Day, being as i'Mrtgnd' 

%ie -md flagrant a fefthnohyto the Truth Sf t!\fc Matters 

ef Fa& of Cbrifty as the Sacraments, or any other jpub- 

lick Inftitutitnu ; befides that, if the Priefthood Were 

taken away, the Saerttments^ iad other pttblick Inftitu- 

fionsf which ait adtninifteried by their Hands, miift fall 

with them ; dierefbre the De*viJ has been moil: bufy, 

nnd bent his greateft Force, in all Ages, againfl th^ 

"Prreftbitodf kn^ng that if that go down, all goes 

with it. 

XIX. WJdi the t>ttfts, in this Caufe, ait joih'd the 
i^uaJ^ers, and other of our Diffint^s^ Who throw off the 
^ee^oh of our Priefthovd (by which pnly it can be 
6emonftrated), together with tlie Sacraments and puBIici 
fefti«vats. And if the De^il could have prevailed t6 
have tfaefe dropt, the Cbriftiem Religion Would lofe th^ 
Inoft undeniable and dmenjtfati've PiTObf for the Truth 
Uf the Matters of fail tif our Saviour, upon which Ihc 
Truth of isiis Doarine does depend. Therefbfe We taay 
fte the Artifci and Malta of the D#vz7 in all thefe At- 

tenpts: 
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-tenpts : And let itkofe wsetdred hfirtm^ms^ vikom ie 
i^noraidfy (and Ibme bf a miigwdcd 2f«/^ has deluded, 
thus to undermine Chrtfiianity^ now at lafl look back, 
ftnd feetheSntfr/ in whhch they have been taken ! For 
if they bad prerai>ed, or ever iboald, Chrifiianity dies 
with them ; at kaft, it will be rendered freearious^ as 
a Tbing of which no ctttain Proof can be given. 
Therefore kt thole of th«ai, who have any Z^ for 
the Tmth, blefs God that ibey have not prevailed ; 
and quickly leave them ; and let all others he aware 
^f them. 

And kt us coitfider and honour the IMifihoody "Sacra" 
meMtSf and other fMkk hftituHoris of Chrrfi, not only as 
Aleans'of Gran, and HeJj^s tO Devoticn, bat as the great 
,£*uidtnces a£ the ChHJtian Religion. 

Saich SnjiJencesJSA zkOfntmM Ren^iatisn ever had, <ir 
can have : Such as do plainly diflinguiih it from all 
foolifh Legends and Impoftures whatlbever. 
. XX. And now, lafl of all^ if one Word of Advice 
would not b§ loH upon Men who think fo unmeafor- 
ably of themfelves as the Deiftsy you may reprefent to 
them, what a Condition they are in, who fpend that 
Life and Senfe which God hath given them, in ridicule- 
ing the greateil ofrhis Blejmgs, his Revelations of Chrift^ 
and by Cbriftf to redeem thofe from eternal Mifery^ 
who (hall believe in him, and obey his La^s : And that 
God, in his wonderful Mercy and Wifdom, has fo 

fuarded his Revelations, as that it is pail the Power, of 
ten or Devils to counterfeit ; and that there is no de- 
nying of them, ;nnlefs we will be fo abfurd as to deny 
not only the Reafon,/but the Certainty of the outward 
Senfes, not only oione, or iivo, or three, but of Man^ 
kind in general : That this Cafe is fo very plain, that 
nothing but want of Thought can hinder any to dif* 
cover it : That they mud yield it to be fo plain, un- 
lefs they can (hew fome Forgery which has all the four 
Marks before fet down. But if they cannot do this, 
rhey nxuH quit their Caufe, and yield a happy Vidtory 
over themfelves : Or elfe fit down under all that Igno- 
miny with which they have loaded the Priefts^ of being 

not 



tsM 

not only the moft ptrnkieui, but (what wilt go// tKem 
^ more) the moft incmjidtretf, and intsnjUtrahU, of Mom-. 
' kind. 

Therefore let them not think it an undervaluing c^ 
their Wtrtbimfi, that their whole Caufe is comprifed 
. within fo narrow a Compafs, and no more Time be- 
llowed upon it than it is worth. But let them rather 
retleft, now far they have been all this time from 
Chriftianity, whofe Rudimsnts they are yet to learn; how 
far from the Way of Sal'vetlen ; how far the Race of 
their Lives is run, before they have fee one Step in the 
Road to Heaven . And therefore, how much Diligence 
they ought to ufe to redeem all that Time they have 
loft, left they lofc themfelvei for ever \ and bs con- 
vinced, by a dreadful Experience, when It is too late, 
tliat the Ge/pt! is a Tiiith, and of the laft Confequeuce. 
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THE 



Truth of Chrijlianity 

DEMONSTRATED, 

IN A 

DIALOGUE 

BETWIXTA 

Christian and a Deist, 

Wherein the Cafe of the Jews is likewifc 

confidered. 



(i) Christian. "^T is ftrangc you Ihould ftand it 

out fo againft your own Happi- 
nefs, and employ your whole 
'Wit and Skill to work in your- 
fclf a Dijhelitf of any future Rewanls or Punijhments, 
only that you may live eajy (as you think) in this 
World, and enjoy your Pleafurts, Which yet you 
cannot enjoy free and undiflurbed from the Fear of 
thofe Things that are to come j the Event of which 
you pretend not to be fure of; and therefore, are fure 
of a Life that admits not of any Confilation^ and of a 
miferable and luretched Deaths according to the utmoU 
that you yourfelf propofe ! 

Deist. 
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Deist. IJow can you fay that ? When I propo(e t* 
live witbeot any Ftttr of thofe Tbiags. I fear not Heii ; 
and I have difcarded the Expe^tion of HeoFven^ be* 
caufe I believe neither. 

Chr. Are yoxxfure there are no foch Things ? 

De« Thacil T^Jfegati'vet and I pretend not to frotM- 

Chr. Then yoii muft remain in a Doubt of it. And 
what a Condition is it to die in this Douht^ when the 
Iflue is eternal Mijery ! And this is the utmofl,.by your 
own Confbflion, that you can propofe to yourfe]f. 
Therefore I called yours a Dijbelief^ rather than a Be* 
lief of any. thing. It is we Chnftians who believe ; yea 
Veifis only dijbelie've. 

And if the Enjent ifaould prove as you would have it, 
and that we.ihoald all be annihilated 2XfQ%t Thathy we 
fhould be in as good a Condition as you. But, on the 
other Side, if the Event (bould prove- as we expedi it, 
then you are eternally miferable, and we eternally hap^ 
fy. Therefore one would think it the nAfifiJi Part to 
tak^ our. Side x)f the. Qiieftion. . 

Efpecially confidering, that thofe poor Pka/ures^ for 
the fake of. which you octermincyourfelves againftu^, 
are but mere AmufementSy and no real Enjoyments, Nay, 
we had better be without them than-iiave them, even 
as to this Life itfelf. Is not Temperancey and a health' 
ful Conftitution, more pleafant . than, thofe Painj and 
Jchesy iick Head and Stomachy that are the infeparable 
Companions of Debauchery and Exce/s ; befides the 
clouding, our Rea/ony and tMrnlng /olti/h in our Under- 
Jianding ? 

De. We take Pleafure in them for the Time ; and 

mind not the Confequences, But however, a Man 

cannot believe as he pleafes : And therefore, notwith- 
Handing all the glorious and all the terrible Things ypa 
fpeak of, it makes nothing to me, unlefs you can evi- 
dently prove them to be fo. And you muft ftill leave 
me to judge for myfelf, after you have done all you 
can. 

Chr. 
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Cha. What I hai^e faid, i$ only to.difpofe yoa to 
Yi^^T .mc imparttaUy^ and not to ht prejudiced againft. 
your own Hap^nefi^ both here and hereafter. 

(2.) De. We]l, without more //'^/Qir/Vij'x thaCafe is 
this ; I bekeve a. Gad Si% well as you ; but for Re^veia^^ 
tiou^ and what you call the Hvly Scriptures^ I may. 
think they were wrote by pious and good. Mm, who. 
might take this Method of Speaking as from God^ and 
in hisS Name^ as fuppofing that* thofe good Thoughts 
caAie from him, and that it would have a greater Rf» 
feS upon the Feotle ; and might couch tkeir Morals 
under H(/f0ri^j.ot Things^ fuppofed to be done ; as fe« 
veral of the wife Heathens have taken this Courfe, in 
what they tdJd oi Jupiter and Juna^ and the reft of 
their Godt and CSodneJks : But, as to the Fa^ them- 
felves, I believe the one no more than the other ; or 
that all the Fa4is in Ovid's Metamorfhofest or in jE/opU; 
Fables^ were true. 

Cur. You feem willing by this to preferve a re- 
fpe£tful Eileem and Value for the Holy Scriptures^ as 
being wrote by pious and good Men, and with a good 
Defign to xcfoxm xh.t> Manners of Men ; but your Ar- 
gument proves dire^ly againd the Purpofe for which 
you brought it ; and makes the Penmen of the Scrip-* 
tures to he far from good Men* to be not only Cheats 
and Impofiors^ but BlaJ^hemers^ and an Ahormnation, 
before Gpi: For fuch thefe Czme Scriptures frequent* 
ly call thoie who prefume to fpeak as from God^ 
a,pd. in his Name, when he had not fent them, and. 
given them . Authority fo to do ; And the Law in 
the Scriptures condemns fuch to hejioned to Death, as 
B/aJphemers. 

It was not fo with the Heathen ; their Moralifts did 
not ufe the Style of. Thus faith the Lord; and their 
Fhilofophers oppofed and wrote againft one another 
without any Oftenoe ; For all the- Matter was, which 
of them could reafon beft ; they pretended to no more. 

And for the FaQs of the Fables of their Gods, them- 
iblves did not bdieve^them, and have wrote theMytho^ 
logy or Jlftfrtf/that was intended by them. 

Db. 
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Db. But many of the common People did believe 
the Ta^s themfelves ; as it is with the common People 
now in the Church of Rome^ who believe the moft fenfe- 
Icfs and ridiculous Stories in their Books of Legends to 
be as true as the GoJ^el ; though the more wife among 
them call them only pious Frauds to increafe the Devo- 
tion of the People. And fo wc think of your Go/pel it- 
felf, and all the other Books you fay were wrote by 
Mefn divinely infpired'. We will let you keep them to 
cajole the Mob ; but when you would impofe them upon 
Men of Senfe, we muft come to the 7eft with you. 

Chr. That is what I defirej and to fee whether 
there are no more Evidences to be given for the Truth 
of Chriflianityy that is, of the Holy Scriptures, than are 
given for the Legends, and all the fabulous Stories of 
the Heathen Gods : And if fo, I will give up my Argu- 
ment, and confefs that it is not in my Power to con- 
vince you. . ^ ^ 

De. I cannot refufe to join Iffue with you. upon this. 
To begin then : I dcfire to know your Evidences for the 
Truth of your Scriptures, and the Fa^s therein related. 

(3). Chr. If the Truth of the Book, and the Fa/^s 
therein related, be proved, I fuppofe you will not deny 
the DoStrines to be true. 

De. No : For if I faw fuch Miracles with my Eyes, 
as are faid to have been done by Mo/es and Chri/, I 
could not think of any greater Proof to be given, that 
fuch an one was fent of God. Therefore ifyour BihU 
be true as to the Fa^s, I muft believe it in the Do3rine 
too. But there are other Books which pretend to give 
us Revelations from God, and we muft know which of 
thefe is true. 

Chr. Todiftinguifh this Book from all others which 
pretend to give Revelations from God, thefey^«r Marks 
or Rules were fet down. 

I. That the FaSls related be fuch of which Mens out- 
ward Senfesy their Eyes ^r\d Ears, may judge. 

[ThiS'CUts oW enthufiajiica/ Pretences to Revelation', 
and Opinion* which may be propagated in the Dark, 

and 
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and, like the Taresy not known till they are grown up, 
and the £rft Beginning of them not difcovered.] 

II. That thefe Fa^s be done openly in the Face of 
the World. 

III. That not only publick Monuments^ but outward 
Inftitutiom and J^ions, (hould be appointed, and perpe- 
tually kept up, in Memory of tkem. 

IV. That thefe Inftitutious to be obfervcd fhould 
commence from the Time that the FoBs were done ; and, 
confequently, that the Book wherein thefe FaSs and In* 
fiitutions are recorded, ihould be written at the Time, 
and by thofe who did the FaSis, or by Eje and Ear- 
Witnejfes, For that is included in this Marky and is 
the main Fart of it^ to prevent /aJ/e Stories being 
coined in After- Ages, of Things done many hundred 
Years before, which none alive can difprove. Thus 
Mojfj wrote his /'ue Booh containing his Aiiions and In* 
fitutiom : And thofe ofCbriJt were wrote by his Difci- 
flesy who were Eye and Eur-Witnejfes of what they re- 
lated : And particular Care was taken of this, as yoa 
may fee, A&s i. 21, 22. upon choofing one to fupply 
the Place of Judas \ Wherefore of thefe M n <whkh ha<ve 
comf anted 'with uSf all the [Ime that the Lordjcdis ivent 
in and out among us, beginning from the Baptifm ^John, 
until that fame Day that be luas taken up from us, mufl 
one he ordained to be Witnefs luith us of his Refurre&ion* 
And St. John begins his firfl Efiftle thus, Ihat fwhich 
^vasfrom the Beginnings luhich nve ha've heard, nuhich ^we 
ha*vefeen 'with our Eyes, nubich *we have looked upon, and 
our Hands ha've band/ed'^-'^^That luhicb ^Me- ha've feen 
and heard declare 'we unto you, 

I have explained, this fourth Mark, becaufe the Ju* 
tbor of the Dete^ion, either fwilful/y, or ignorant ly, feems 
not to underftand it. And this alone overthrows ail 
(he Stories he has told, which he would make a Pa* 
rallel to the FaSs of Mofes, and of Chrift ; and there- 
fore alleges that they have ail thefe four Marks. But 
he muft begin again, and own that thefe four Marks 
fiill ftand. an irrefragable Proof of the Truth of any 
Fa^ which ha? them all ; till he can.prodace a Biok 

D which 
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v&ick was wrote by {^Aaort or Eyi-Witneffu of tEe. 
fa£ts it relates, and fhew, that fach FaS$^ having the- 
other thrft Marks^ have been deteded to h^Jalfe. 
Which when he can do, I will give him up xYntit/our 
Marks as an infufficient Proof j and own I was miilakeR 
in them. But hitherto thev have Hood the Teft ; Aw 
he himfelf will not fay, he nas produced any fueh Book 
in all his DtteSion. 

If he fays, that FaSls may be trui^ dio' no fueh Book 
can be produced for them, and tho* they have not all 
the afbrefaid Maris ; I will eafily grant it. But all I 
contend for is, that whatever FaB has all thefe four 
Marks cannot h^faife : For example : Could Mo/es have 
perfuaded Six hundred thoufand Mea that he had led 
them through the Sea^ in the Manner selated in EseeJus, 
if it had not been true ? If he conld, it would have 
been a greater Miracle than the other* The like ol 
their being fed forty Years in the Wildernefs, without 
Breaif, by Manna rained down to them from Heaven. 
The like of Chrifi'% feeding Five thoufand at a Tim« 
with &ye Loaves; And fo of all the reft» The two 
kxSi Marks fecure from any Chtat or Imfofiure at th« 
Time the Fa3s were done : And the tnjoo laft Marks fe* 
cure eqnally from any Impofittm in After- Ages ; becauT* 
this Book^ which relates theie FaHs^ fpeaks of itielf at 
written at that TirW, by the Aaors or Efe-Witnefes i 
vA as commanded by God to be carefully kept and 
preierved to all Generations, and read fuhUckly to all 
the Piofh at ftated Times^ as is commanded, Dtut, 
xxxi. 10, ii» 12. And was pradifcd, Jojh.yrm* 54, 3^. 
Neb. vixi. {ffr. And the Inftitutions, appointed m thk 
Bpok^ were to be perpetually obferved from the Day of 
the Infiituttvs for ever among thefe People, in Memory 
f f the Fa&s ; as the Pajfovcr, Exod, xii. ; and fo of the 
reft. Now fuppofe this Book to have been forged ft 
thoufand Years after Mofis^ would not evei^ one fay^ 
when it firft appeared. We nev^ heasd of this Book 
before, we know of no fndi InftituHons^ as of a Pajffkver^ 
•r QreumciJsoHj or Sahkatks^ and the many Feafis and 
fafii therein appointed, of a firii# of Z#vr\ and a Tm» 
4 birmadt 
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tertracUf whertxn they were, to femre in fuch an Order, 
of Prieflho9iif &c. I'herefore this BooA muft be an er- 
rant Forgery ; for it wants all thofe Marks it gives of it* 
felfy as to its own Continaance, and of thofe InftitU" 
tions it relates ? No Infianct can be (hewn, fmce the 
World began> of any Book^ fo circnmftantiated, that was 
a Forgery upon any People : I think it impoflible ; and 
therefore that ^cfour Marks are ftill an invincible Proof 
of the Truth of that Booky and thofe Fads wherein 9X\ 
theie Marks do meet. 

Buty iince I am come upon tlus Sabje£l again, I will 
endeavour to improve it, and give four other Marks | 
fome of which no FaS^ however true^ ever had, or 
can have» but the Fa£i of Cbrift a one. Thus while I 
fupport the Faa of Mo/ks, l fet that of CM/ above 
himi as the Lor J is above the Servant, And the Jiijot 
being herein principally concerned, I will confider 
their Cafe likewife as we go along : Therefore I add 
this fifth Mark^ as peculiar to our Bible^ and to diftin- 
guiih it from all other Hiftories whick relate FaSs for* 
jnerlydone. 

V. That the Bookf which relates the FaSs^ contains 
likewife the Latu of that People to whom it belongs 
and be their Statute-Book by which their Cau/es are de- 
termined. This will make it impoilible for any to com 
pT forge fuch a Bookf fo as to make it pafs upon any 
People : For example ; If I (tio^XA forge a Statute-Book 
for Engiandf and publiih it next TVrm, could 1 make all 
the Judges^ Lawyers^ and Pecflc^ believe, that this wa» 
their true ^and only Statute Book^ by which their Caufes 
had been determined thefe many hundred Years paftf 
They muft forget their old Statute-Book^ and belie; ve 
that this nenu Book^ which ^ey never faw oi heard of 
before, was the fame oJd Book which has. been pleaded 
in Wepmittfter-Eall for fo many Ages^ which has been 
fo often frintedy and the Originals o£ which are now 
kept in the Tffwer, to be confulted as there is Occa* 
fion. 

D£. I grant that to be imppfilble. Bat how do yott 
apply it ? 

Da Cm. 
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Chr. Jt is evident as to the Boch o£ Mn/es, which 
arc not only a Hifiory. of the Jrvcsy but their very Sta- 
tute-Booh^ wherein their municipal Law, as well ci'vH 
as ecdepafiicaly was contained. 

De, This is fo indeed aa to the Books of Mo/esj tct 
i^hich they alwaj^s appealed ; to the Law, and to th^ Te- 
fiimony ; and they had no other Statute-Book, But this 
will not agree to your Gofpel, which is no municipal 
Law, nor any ci'vil Law at all, and no ci'vil Caufes 
were tried by it. 

Chr. The Lanv was given to the Jews as a diftind; 
and feparate People from all other Nations upon the 
Earth; and therefore was a municipal Law particu- 
larly fok- that Nation only of the Jews. But Chriftian- 
ity was to extend to all the Nations of the Earth i and 
Chrijiians were to be gathered out of all Nations ; and 
therefore the G^^/ could not be a municipal Law as ta 
cii'il Rights to all Natitns, who had aach - their own 
municipal Laws : This could not be without deftroy- 
irtg all the municipal Laws in the World, of every Na^ 
tion whatfoever ; and then none could be a Chriftian,. 
Vb'ithout at the fame time becoming a Rebel to the Go^ 
'vemmcnt where he lived. This woutd have been for 
Chriji to have immediately fet up for univerfal and 
temporal Kir^G of all the World \ as the Jews expefted 
of their M^^, and therefore would have made Chtijt 
a IGng : But he inftrufted them in xhe^iritual Nature 
of his Kingdom^ that it was not of this Worlds nor did 
refpedl their temporal or f/w7 Matters; which there*- 
fore he left in the fame State he fonnd them, and com- 
manded their Obedience to their ci<vil Governors, tho* 
Heathen, not only for Wrath, but alfo for Confcience^ 
fake: And as to the Law of Mofes, he left X^ejewt 
Hill under it, as to their r/<v/7 Concerns, fo far as the 
R-mans, under whofe Subjection they then were, would 
permit them : As Pihte (aid to them, Tehave a Law^ 
2kxA judge ye him adoring to your Lamj.. 

But the Gofpel was given as the Jpiritual and ecclef- 
apicifl Law to the Church, whitherfoever difperied 
throttgh aJ Nations ; for that did not interfere with 

their 
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their temporal Laws, as to cMl Government ;• and la 
this, ^^ fifth Mark is made ftronger to the Gofpel thaa 
even to the Lam: : For it is eafier to fuppofe ihat any 
Forgery might creep into the municipal Law of a par- 
ticular Nation^ than that all tjtic Nations 9 whither Chri/^ 
tianify is fpread, ftiould confpire in the Corruption of 
the Gojpel, which to all Chrifiiam Is of infinitely greater 
Concern than their temporal Lsw^ i And, without fuch 
a Concert of all Cbrifiian Nations and Peof le fuppofed^ 
no fuch Forgery could pafs undifcovered in the Go/pel^ 
which- is fpread as far as Chrifiianity, and x^tA daily in 
their publick Offices. 

De. But 1 fay it iy difcovered, as appears by the 
Multitude of your 'various Legions, 

Chr. That cannot be called a Forgery i it is no- 
thing but fuch Miftakes as may very eafily happen, and 
ate almoU unavoidable, in fo many Copies as have 
been made of the Gofpely before Printing was known ; 
And, confidering the many Trarjlations of it into feve- 
>al Languages^ where the Idioms are dift'erent, and 
Phrajes may be miftaken, together with the natural 
Slips of Amemuenfesy it is much more wonderful that 
there are no more various Le^idns, than that there are 
fo many. 

But in this appears the great Providence of God^ in 
the Care the Chriftians took of this, that they have 
marked every the leaft various LeQion^ tvtn Jyllabical t 
And that among all thefe there is not found one which 
makes any Alteration either in the Fa^s^ or in the 
DoShines: So that, inftead of an ObjeSiony this be- 
comes a ftrong Confirmation of the l^rutb and Certain^ 
Htf the Go^el ; which ftands thus perfedlly clear of fo 
much as any Doubt concerning the Fa^s, or the DeC" 
trinei ther ei n related . 

But I will now proceed to a ftronger Evidence than 
'even this, and a41 that has been faid before, which I 
have made the fixtb Mark ; and that is the Topick of 
Prophecy* 

\L . The great Faff of Cbri^s Coming into the 
World was prophefied of in the Old Teftament from the 

Beginning 
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B^ginhingtd the Uni, as is laid, Luiel. 70. Py mil tU 
bolj Propheti which have beenfince the World iegatt. 

This E'videkci iio other Fa^ ever had t For there 
w&s nO Prophecy of Mofesj bat Mafei himfelf tiid ^r«* 
fheJyOfC^riftj Deut, xviii. 15. (applied ^^j iii, 22, z^, 
24); and fets the feveralPro«rj/^j given of him. The 
firft was to ^iiimy immediately after the ^all, Cen. iu* 
I r . where he is called the Seed of the Womam, bat not 
of the Man i becaufe he was to have no Man for his 
Father, though he had a W^man to his Mother : And 
of none other can this be faid ; nor that he (hould bruifo 
the Serpent* s Head; (hat is, overcome the Drvit^ and 
all his Power. 

He was again f romped to Abraham, as yon may fee, 
Kien. xii. 3. xviii. iS. See this applied, G«/.iii. 16. 

Jacob did exprefly pr^hefy of him, with a Mj^rk of 
fhe time when he fhould come ; and calls him Shiioh^ 
or ht that tvas to bejent. Gen. xlix. 10. 

Salaam prophefied of him by the Name of tlxe Star 
of Jacob, and Sceptrg oi 1/raeh Numb. xxi<r, 17. 

Darnel calls him the M^ah the Prince; iad tellf 
the time of his Coming, ana of his Death, Dan. ix. 25. 
26. 

It was foretold that he (hould be born of a Virgin, 
Ifal. vii. 14. in the City of Bethlehem, Micah.,v. 3. 
^f the Seed ofjeje, Ifai. xi. i. 10. His low Mate 
aiid Storings are particularly defcribed, P/al, xxii. and 
/f2r/. liii. And his HefurreBion, Pfal. xVi. lo. That^he 
uiould iit upon the I'hrone of David for ever^ and be 
called, Wonderful, the mid>ty dod, the Prince of 
Peace, Ifai. ix. 6, 7. jTA* Zon/ o«r ttighteoufite/s, Jef • 
xxxiii. xb.Jehovdhftfidkenu {zxi incommunicable Nkme 
given to none but the Great 6od alone), and Immanael^^ 
that is, G^d luith us, Ifai. vii. 1 4. And Dan/id, whofe 
Son he was according to the Flelh^ called him his 
Xord, Pfal. ex. I. 

Th« Caufe of his Sujferings is faid to he for the Sinj 
of the People, suid set lor himfdf, jlSii. liiL 4, 5^, (L 
Xl'tfir^ ix* 26. 

And 
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And as to the Time of his Comings it is cxprefly laid 
(to the Confuiion of the Jsivs now) that it was to be 
before the Sccftre fhould depart from Judab^ Gen. 
xlix. lo. In l\i^ fecond'Temple^ Hag. ii. 7, 9. within 
fcventy Weeks of the huilding of it, D««. ix. 24, that 
is (according to the prophetical known Stile of a Dsn 
for a Tear J i within /(?«r I^aWr^^and ninety Years after. 

(1). From thcfe, and many more Prophecies of the 
Mfffiah or C^n}?, his Coming was the general Expe&a* 
tiun of the Jews from the Beginning ; but more efpeci*- 
ally about the Time in which it was foretold he ihould 
come, when feveral iM^ M^ahs did appear among 
them : And this Expe^ation ftill remains with them 1 
the* they confefs, that the Timg foretold by all the 
Prophets for his Coming is paft. 

Bat what I have next to offer will be more ftrange 
to you. You may fay, it was natural for the Jews to 
ixfeS their Meffiaby who vjzs prophefied oi in their Book 
of the I««w;, and was to be a Jew^ and King of all the 
Earth : But what had the Gentiles to do with this I 
There were no Prophecies to them. 

Therefore what I have to ihew you is, that theft 
Prophecies of the MeJ/sah were likewile to the Gentiles i 
For it is faid, that he fhould be the Expeaation of the 
Gentiles as well as of the Jews. And» Gen„ xlix, io» 
That the Gathering of the People (or Nations) ihould b^ 
to him : In the Vulgar it is rendered ExpeQatio Gentium^ 
the Exteaation of the Ggntiles. He is called the hefirt 
rf all Nations^ Hag. ii. 7. And I will fhew you tlie 
general ExpeBation the G^tiUs had of his Cominff 
aibout the Time that he did come. 

They knew him by the Name of the Eafi. Their 
Traditiott was, that the Eajt fhould prevail; Ut 'valefee^ 
rr/ O R 1 1 N s i as 1 will fiiew you prefently : But firft 
let me tell you, that the Holy Scripture often allude* 
to him noder this Denomination. 1 he Blood of the 
great Expiatory Sacrifice was to be fprinklcd towards 
tne^i^. Ley. xvi. 14. to fbew whence the true Ex^ 
piatory Sacrifice ihould come. And he is thus fre- 
quently ftiled in the Prophets i tech. iiu 8. it is faid, 

according 
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according to the Vulgar, 1 nvill bring forth my Servanf 
/>{»f East ; and Chap. vi. 12. Behold the Man mthofo 
Name is the East. Our Englijb renders it in both. 
Places the Branch ; for the Hebrew Word bears both. 
Senfes ; but the Greek renders it ^KPAiohr^ which w& 
tranflate the Day -Springs ^h\x}^t i. 78. and put on the 
Margin Sun-rijing or Branch. The Vulgar has it Orient 
ex AltOt the Eajfj or Sun-riJing from on High. He is 
called the Sun of Righteoufnefs, Mai. iv, z. And it is 
faid, Ifai. Ix. J. ^he Gentiles Jhall come to thy Light , and 
Kings to the Brightnefs of thy Rifing, 

(2.) Now, Sir, how literally was this fulfilled in the 
Magi (generally fuppofed to be Kings) coming from 
the Eafii led by a Star which appeared to them in the 
"Eaft^ to worfhip Chrift when he was born, and to bring 
Prefents unto him as unto a King f as it is told in the 
Second of St. Matthew, 

* De. Why do you quote St. Matthew to me ? Yoa 
know we make no more of him than of one of your 
Legend Writers ; and believe this Story no more than 
that thefe three Kings are now buried at Cologne, 

(3.) Chr. You make great Ufe of the Legends j and 
anfwer every thing by them : And I confeis they are 
the grcateft Affront to Cbriftianity ; and (if poflible) a 
Difproof of it, as it muft be to thofe who will place 
them upon the fame Foot with the Holy Bibles as too 
many do in the Church of Rome, and cry, we have 
the Authority of the Church for both ; and they are 
taught to receive the Holy Scriptures upon the Authority 
of the Church only : But my Bufinefs is not with them 
now. I fhall only fay, that when they can bring fuch. 
Evidences for the Truth of their Legends, or for any 
particular Fa^ in them, as I do for the Truth of the 
Holy Scriptures, and in particular for the Fa^ of Chrijf,. 
then 1 will believe them, 

De. Will you believe nothing that has not all thefe 
Evidences you produce ? 

• ' (4.) Chr. rar from it : For then I muft believe no- 
thing but this fingle Fd3 of Chrift ;. becaufe no other 
Fa3 in the World> do not of all hofe recorded in 

Holy 
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Holy Scriptures, has all thefe Evidences which the FaB 
of Cbrijt has : And io God has thought fitting, that 
this great Fetff, above all other FaBs, of the greateft 
Giory to God, and Importance to Mankind, ihould ap« 
pear with greater and more undeniable Eifidtnce thaft 
any other Fa& that ever was in the World. 

Db. We are now upon the particular Fa3 of the 
Magi or fwife Men coming to CBrift, Have you any 
more to fay as to that ? 

(5.) Chr. It has thofe fame Evidences HtM the Truth 
of the Bible in general has ; which are more than can 
be produced for any other Book in the World, fiut 
now as to this FaH in particular ; St. Matthew was the 
firil who wrote the Go/pel', and it was in the fame Age 
when this Fa3 was faid to be done. And can you 
think it pofiible that fuch a Fa3 as this could have 
pafied without ContradiSion, and a pnblick expofing 
of Cbrifiianity, then fo deflrable, and fo much endea- 
yourea by the unbelieving Jews, their High Priefist 
Elders, &c, as the only Means for their own Pre/erva- 
tion, if the FaSi had not been notorious, and frefh in the 
Memory of all the People then 9Xjerufalemi viz. That 
thefe ivi/e Men came thither, and that Herod, and the 
whole Citjf were troubled at the News they brought of 
the Birth of the King of the Jews ; that Hered Siere* 
upon gathered all the Chief Priejis and Scribes of the 
People together, that they might iearch out of the Pro- 
phets, and know the Place where Chrift fhould be born » 
and then the Slaughter of the Infants, in and aboujC 
Bethlehem, and in ^11 the Coafis thereof, which follow* 
cd ■ I fav, could fuch a raff as this have pafied at 
that veiy time, if it had not been true? Could St. 
Matthew have hoped to have palmed this upon all thje 
People, and upon thofe v^y fame Chief Prie ft s and 
Scribes, Who, he faid, were fo far concerned in it? 
Would nd«e of them have contradiStd it, if it had 
been a Forgery ? Efpecially when the dete&ing it would 
have ftrangled Chriftianity in its Birth. Would not 
they have done it who fuborned falfe WitneJJes againft 
Chrift i and gave large Monei to the Soldiers tfi con(;eal 
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(tf-poffihle) hhRJurreffhti? Would not they have 
done it, who pcrfecuted Chrijiiamty with all Spite and 
Futy^ and invented all imaginabley^^ Stories and Ca- 
lumnies agaioll it ? Whereas here was one at hand^ this 
of the Magi, which, if falfe, cotild have been fo eafily 
deteeied, by appealing to every Man^ iVoman and Child^ 
I may (ay, in Jerufalem, Bethlehem^ and even in all Ju^ 
ilea, who, nodoubt, had heard of the terrible Maffacrt 
of fo many Infants^ and the Caufe of it. 

Dis. I can give no Account why the Wriiers againft 
Chrifiianity did not offer to contradidl this Faft of die 
^tar and the Af/z^/, which is put in the very Front of 
this Go/pel of St. Matthew : And there it is called his 
(Chri/s) Star ; ff'e ha'oe feen bis Star in the Eaft-^As if 
God had created a new and extraordinary Star on Par* 
pofe, as the Signal of Cbriji hung out in the HeaojenSf 
to give the World Notice of his Birth. But did non^ 
of the heathen Philofophers take Notice of this Star^ or 
of this Relation jgiven of it by your St. Matthew ? 

(6). Cur. Yes. For Chalcidius^ in his Comment 
upon Plato*sTim^tuSf fpeaking of die Prefaces of Stare 
mentioned by Plato , adds» as a further Proor» Ejiquefue 
vlia 'venefabilior i^ fanSior Hiftoria'^^There is likewife 
unother more 'oenerahle and holy Hiflory,^^^y which I 
dott)>t not he means this of St. Mattheav ; for what he 
tells feems to be taken out of it. That, by the fifing of 
a certain vnufual Star, not Plagues and DtfeafeSf but the 
J)ffcetTt of the venerable God, for the Salivation and Be- 
Tstfit of Mortals, *was objkrved by the Chaldeans, *who nuor^ 
Jhiped this God newly bom, by leering Gifts unto htm, 

D£. This makes thofeMtfg^' or .iiy(^iif<?» to have been 
Chaldeans, who» I know, were the mod noted then in 
the World for die moft carious Learning, particularly 
in ^ftrononrf : And they were Ukewife £^ ofyerufalem; 
fq that it might be well faid they came froin the Ea/^ 
^<nd had feen his Star in the £^^, Eut I cannot ima- 
gine how they (hould read* the Birth of aGv^in the 
rrace of a new ^ar ; and how that Star (houid fend 
them particttlarly to JermfesUm^ though I Biay foppofe 
it Doioted them nt^^m'd. 

(7) 
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(7.) Chr. This will be eafier to yoo, wKen you 
know» tbat all over the Eaft there was a Tradition} or 
fix*d Ofimoff, that about that Time a King of the J^^u'i 
would be bom, who ihould rule the whole Earth. And 
the Appearance of this extraordinary Star in the Eafi^ 
was taken by them as a Sign that he was then bonv 
And whither Ihoold they go to look for the JGug of 
the JewSf but to Jerujalem f And when they came thi- 
ther, they enquired, faying, IVbere is he that is born 
King i^thi Jsfws ? Forgive Jfmvtfegn his Star in theEafi^ 
iuid are come U ivorjhip him. This made Herod gather 
the ?riefis and Scribes together : And they, by iearch* 
ing the Prophets^ found that Bethlehem was the Place: 
Whereupon the twi/e Men went lo Bethlehem. And, to 
convince them that they were right, the Star^ which 
fhey had feen in the £^, appeared to them again, and 
^usnt before them^ till it came and flood over ^where the 
young Child *was : This made them rejoice ivitb fuch an 
gxceedivggreat yoj. 

De« This would go down in fome meafure with me, 
if you couldmake good your firll Poflulatum^ of fuch a 
cunrent Tradition or Opinion in the Ei^: But for this 
you have given no fort o( Proof: And all the reft, 
which you have inferred from thence, mufl come to the 
Ground with it, if it be not fupported. I confefs it 
would feem as (b-ange to me, as the Star to the tvrfe 
JMtn^ if Gtf^ had (we know not how, it is unaccoun^- 
able to tts) fent fuch a Notion into the Mind' of Mci|» 
and at that time only, of fuck a King to t^e t^om; 
and that he ihould he a Jew (the then mo4 ^n- 
teffiptible;/'^0//< in the World, fubdued apd conqui^r^d 
by the Romans) and that he was to be Kit^ qk tlie: 
Jensut and d&ence to become Kitv of all t^e BartH« 
and conquer ills Confuerorj. The Romasu Jiraiu(d ^ve 
.looked -with D^daim qpon (\ic\iaiNotimOfPrtdbecf at 
thi«j it-woukl have made *fo4De ^/r >am^ag a»em, ,)f 
.lihfry had h^ard of U, or^^iven ai^y Credit to it. 

{%.\ CHa. You ix^t rf^ir. And f-w^H ihew you 
what ^//> it made among them ; an^ I hofic yo^ will 
tjiberhcir^^cd, asiW^elUjfer diHJ^biwfjr^ff^ a^ 

E-a '^ for 



for the Effe6ls it had among themfelves: Nay they 
wanted not the fame Tradition among themfelves, and 
exprefs Prophecies of it in their Sibyls^ and otherwife. 
So that the fame ExpeSiation of the Meffiab was then 
current over all the Earth, with -the Gentiles as well as 
with the Jenus, 

Tacitus^ in his HiJIory, 1. v. c. 13. fpeaking of the 
great Prodigies that preceded the DeflmfUon of Jeru* 
faleniy fays, that many underftood thefe as the Fore- 
runners of that extraordinary Per/on, whom the antknt 
Books of the Priejis did foretel (hoald come, about that 
Time^ from Judea^ and obtain the univerfal Dominion $ 
his Words arc, Pluribus Perfuafio inerat^ antiquis Sacer^ 
datum Uteris contineri* eo ip/o Tempore fore^ ut 'ualef* 
ceret O R I E N s , profeSique Ju D ^ A Rerum potirentuTy i . c. 
Many iKere perfuaded that it *was contained in the old 
Writings if the Prieftsy that at that ^uery Time tht East 
pjould prenjedl^ and the Jews fiyould have the Dominion^ 
And Suetonius, in the Life of VeJ^fian, c.i. n. 4. 
fays, Percrehuerat Oriente toto ^etus ^ conftans Opi' 
nio, ejjfe in Fat is, ut eo Tempore, Jud/ea profiSi Rerum 
potirentur ; i. e. That it nuas an antient and confiant Opi^ 
nion (or Tradition) throughout the ivhole East, that at 
that Time thofe tvho came from Judba fiould obtain the 
Dominion ; that is. That ibme yew fhouM be univerfal 
King, Therefore Cicero, who was a Commonwealths^ 
Many in hnfecond Book of Divination, fpeaking of the 
Books of the Sibyls, who likewife foretold this great 
King to come, fays, Cum Antiftibm agamus, £sf fuid*vis 
fotius ex illis Libris, quam Regem froferant : quern Romit 
foft h<ec nee Dii, nee Homines, ejfe patientur: l. e. Let us 
deal tvith thefe Priejis, and let them bring any thing etet 
of thefe Books rather than a King | whom neither the 
Gods nor Men voillfuffer, after this, at Rome* 

Bat he was miftaken, and had his Head cut off for 

writing agatnft iiT/Vg'^ Government. And others, more 

confiderable Aan he, laid greater Strefs- upon thefe 

'Prophecies, even the whole Senate of Rome, as I ^ome 

to (hew yoii. ' • ' - " ' 

» Whetfacj^ thefe Sihyls gathered dteir Prophecies oot of 

- •• the 
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tlie OUf^lMfieni, is needlefs here to examiiie. I am 
flow only upon that f^ntnX ExpeSation^ which was 
then in the World, of this great and univerfal King to 
come about that Time, 

(9.) The fame Year that Pompey took Jerufalm^ 0119 
of thefe Oracles of the Sibyls made a great Nolle, 
which was, I'bat Nature nuas about to bring' forth a King 
to the Remans, Which, as Suetonius relates, in the Life 
of Auguftus^ c. 94. did fo tem^ the Senate^ that they 
made a Decree to exfofe^ that is, deftroy^ all the Qbil- 
dren bom that Year; Senatum exterritum anfuijfe^ ne 
quis illo Ahno genitus educaretur : That none born that 
Year (hould be brought op, but expo/ed; that is, left in 
fomc Wood or de/ert Place to perijlf. But he tells how 
this dreadful Sentence was jprevented ; Eos qui granfi • 
das Uxores baberent^ quod adfe qui/que Spem traberet, cu- 
raffe ne Senatus confultum ad jErarium deferretur : That 
thofe Senators, whofe Wives were with Cbild^ becanfe 
each was in hopes of having this great King, . took 
care that the Decree of the Senate (hould not be put 
into the JSrarium, or Trca/ury ; without which, by 
their Conflicution, the Decree could not be put in Exe* 
cation. And Jppian, Plutarch, Saluft, and Gcero, do 
$11 fay. That it was this Prophecy of the Sibyls which 
raifed the Ambition of Com. Lentulus at that time, hope- 
ing he (hould be this King of the Remans. Virgil, a 
few Years before the Birth of Cbrifi, in his 4th Eclogue 
quotes a Prophecy of one of thefe Sibyls, fpeaking of 
an extraordinary Per/on, to be born about that Time, 
who (hould introduce a golden Ase into the World, and 
refiore all Things, and (hould blot out our Sins Si 
qua manent Sceleris Vefiigia Nojiri ■ 'And calls him, 
Cbara Deum Soboies, Magnum Jovis incrementum. Dear 
Offspring of the Gods, and great Son ofjonje. He de- 
fcribes a ne^ State of Things, like the new Hea*vens 
and nenAf Earth, Ifai. Ixv. 17. Magnus ab integro Seclo* 
rum Nafcitur Ordo. A great Order of Ages does begin, 
*wbolly New. And as Ifaiah defcribes the happy State 
in the neiv Earth ; that the Lion and the Lamb (hould 
feed together, the Serpent eat Duji, and that they 

£ 3 (hould 
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Sieuid iMt ifurf or dtffrpy in all the tdfy Mitmtatnt 
Ifai. her. 25. ^^7 docs almol repeat hifWord^.—— 
Nee magms metuiiit Arminta Letms, Oeeid^t fsf Serfapn^ 
\^ fallax Hirha Vekem oeddet. And as God hrtrodtlccs 
the Meffiah, with faying, I^ilijhahtjn Hea^eus, emd 
the Earthy and tbw Sea, Hag. ii; 7. f^irgii docs in a 
manner trandate it in this Eclogue^ introducing the 
Great Perjitt then to be born^ and the J07 that diould 
be in the^ole Creation. 

jf^fce toMmex^ nuioMtem Fwdprr Mundum^ 
ferrajfuif TraBufyte Mans^ Caium^t finfundtm i 
J^ice^ *oentMr9 twHuhtr ut omxia Suio. 

Lo f teeming Nature* bending with its Load, 
The Earth, the Ocean, and the Heavens high : 
Behold, how all rejoice, to greet the coming Age. 

Here the Poet defcrtbes ftatun as in Labour to bcln^ 
forth this ^ttitKingy as the o^er Prof hey of the Sifyb, 
before mentioned, fpeaks : And he fays, Aderit jam 
Ttrnpus : 7 bat the Time «was then at hand, yam fuva 
Progenies Cteh cBmittitur aito : JWw a He*w Progeny fram 
He an: en difcends. 

And he applies it to Sa/oninus, the Son of Pollio the 
f.on/uf, then newly born, as if it was to be fuliilled in 
him. But as there was nothing like it in the E^^ent, 
lb thefe Words are too great to be applied to any 
MartcJ, or the Reign of any King that ever was in the 
World ; or to any other but to the MeJ/iah, the Lord 
cf Heaven and Earth. 

(10.) De. But -ytyKi know the Authority of thefe 
Bihyls is difputed: Some fay, the C^/7?/«»j did inter" 
f'>late them, and a^ed to them, in about a hundred 
Years after Chrifi, 

Chr. It is true, the Chriftians did often quote them 
againft the Heathen ; as St. Paul quoted the Heathen 
Pcets to the Athenians , A3s xvii. 28. And Clem^ Alex^ 
andrinusj in his Strom, 1. vi. fays that St. Paul quoted 
the Sibyls likewife, in his Difputations with the Gentiles ; 
and the CkriJHans were called Sihytlianijls, from theiif 

quoting 
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qoodfig the Sifyls fo often. Bot Origin^ in his Anfwer 
to Cel/usy 1. 7. challenges him to ihe^v any Jnttrfeia'^' 
Hon made by the Gltrijtians ; and appeals to the Heathen 
Copies, which were in their own Pofieffion^ and kept 
with great Care. 

Bat what i have quoted to yon ont ofFirgif^ was 
before CMJf was bom^ and therefore dear of thefe 
Objedions. 

£>£. Then the ^nvj mufi have had ibnie hand in 
them ; as likewife in that Eafitrn tradition yoa have 
fjpoke o£ 

Chr. If fo, yoa maft fuppofe that the yew$ had it 
from their own Prophets. And this will be a ftrong 
Confirmation, that ihtTifne of the iWr^<7<&'s Coming 
was plainly told in the Prophets, 

(11.) D E . What fay the Je^ws to this ? For I cannot 
imagine how they can get off of it. » 

Chr. Some of them fay. That the Mepah put off 
his Coming at the appointed 7VW# becaufc of their 
Sins : Others fay, He did come at the Time, but hat 
concealed himfelf ever fince. 

"D^, Thefe are mere Excufes : Do they pretend 
any Prophecy for this ? But to what Purpofe ? For thefe 
Excufes ihew, that Prophecies are no Proofs ; becaafe, 
if they may be thus put off, they can never be known ; 
and they may be/»/ off^ and put off^ to the End of the 
World. 

(12.) Crr. But now, Sir, as to your Point. If 
this general Expiration, both Eaft and Wejl^ of the great 
King of the Je<ws to be born about that very 'I'ime 
that he did come, was occaiioned by the Je^ijh Tra- 
dition of it, it ftrengthens the Truth of the Hoiy Scrips 
tures, whence the yeius had it. But otherwife, if God, 
we know not hQW, did fend fuch a Notion into the 
Minds of Men all over the World, at that particular 
Ifime, and never the like, either he/ore or Jtnce, then 
the Miracle will be greater, and the Attefiation to the 
Coming of Chrift ftronger; and, as you faid,itwill be 
more ^wonderful, and more con*vincing to you^ than the 
Star was to the 'wife Men in the Ea^. 

E 4 Db 
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Db . I muft take time to anfwer this. J made no- 
thing at all of this of the Magi and the Star, and of 
Merotfs flaying the Infantt opon it ; I thought it a ri- 
diculous Story, and to have no Foundation in the 
World. But when I fee Suetonius telling us of the 
Decree of the Senate of Rome to deilroy all the Children 
hotn that Year, and for the fame Reafon, for fear of 
this great King, that was then to be bom ; I muH think 
there was a ihange chiming in of Things here, one to 
anfwer the other ; I know not how it happened ; By 
chance, or how f 

(13.) Chr. You cannpt imagine there could be any 
Concert in this Matter : That the Chaldeans^ and Ro* 
mans, and Je^jos, fliould all agree upon the Point, and 
hit it fo exadly, without any one of them difcovering 
the Contrivance / Efpecially when it was fo terrible to 
both the Romans and the Je^ws, that they took fuch 
defperate Methods to prevent it, as to deftroy their own 
Children / 

; Tb. It is ridiculous to talk of a Concert : I will not 
put my Caufe upon that ; would they concert what .they 
thought their own Definition F Befides^ the Jews and 
Romans were then Enemies ; and the Chaldeans were far 
oiF, and had little Correfpondence with either of them : 
y\ndfuch an \ixnw^ri2X Notion could not be concerUd, 
Whole Nations could not be truHed with a Secret ; and 
if they all kept it, and againil their own Intereil 
too, it would be as great a Miracle as any in your 
Bible, 

(14.) Chr. How much more impoffible is it to fup- 
pofe, that there (hould be a Concert between different 
Jiges, between all the Ages, from Adam downwards, in 
all thofe Prophecies of the Coming of the Mejfiah f How 
ihould they know it but by Revelation P And would they 
have all agreed fo exaflly, as to the ^ime. Place, Man* 
ner, and other Circumflances, if it had been a Forgery, 
contrived by different Ptrfons, and in dilFerent ^jg;^/ ? . 
. (15.) This is an Argument which St. Peter thought 
dronger than the Convidion even of our outward Senfis ; 
for, having fet down what he» and the other two Apoftles, 

had 
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lad hoth/een and hard apon the Holy Motrnt, he adds « 
JTe ha<veyet a morefure Word (that is, a ftronger Proof ) 
of Propheeyj *wbereunto you do noell to take heeds as tmto a 
laght that Jhinetb in a dark Place^ until the Dttf dawn^ and 
the Day 'Star ari/e in your Hearts^ 2 Pet. i. 19. And he 
Inforces it thas. For the Prophecy came notf in old Time, 
ly the Will if Man ^ hut holy Men ofGodJ^aie as they 
tuere moved iy the Holy Gh^, 

1^%, I will grant his Areument fo far, that it is 
eafier to fuppofe the Senfes of three Men, or of all the 
Men in the World, to be impofed upon, than that 
Adam^ Abraham^ and /, had concerted together : But I 
will not give you my Anfwer yet. Have you any more 
to fay upon this Head of Prophecy f 

Chr. I need fay no more till your Anfwer comes \ 
for you have granted that this Proof h ftronger than 
what we /f/ with our Eyes, 

(16.) JBut that your Aniwer may take in all toge- 
ther, I will give you fomething further : I have fet 
down already fome of the great Prophecies of the Com* 
ing of Chriftt his Sufferings^ Deaths and RefurreSion* 
But there are others which reach to feveral minute C/V- 
cumfiancess fuch as cannot be applied to any other FaS 
that ever yet happened, and Which could not have 
been forefeen by any butGo^; nor were known by .the 
AQors who did them, elfe they had not done them. 
For they would not have fulfilled the Prophecies that 
went before of Chrift^ in applying them to him whom 
they crucified as ?ifalfe Chrift. 

. See then how literally feveral of thefe Prophecies 
were fulfilled : As P/aL Ixix. 21 . They goFve me Gall to 
eat^ and Vinegar to drink. Then read, Matth. xxvii* 
34.. Thiy gave him Vinegar to drink^ mingled luith Gall, 
Itisfaid, P/aLxxiL 10,17,18. They pierced mj^ Hands, 
and my Feet > They ftand flaring and looking upon me* 
They part my Garments among them, and caft Lots upon my 
Vefture. As if it had been wrote after y^i^. xix. 23, 24. 
\t was merely accidental in the Soldiers \ they would 
not tear his Coat, becaufe it was woven, and without 
§eam ; therefore they call Lots for it; Thus fulfilling 

this 
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this SetiphtPtf witliottt any Knowlege of tkdrs ; for 
Aey were Roman Soldiers, and knew nothing of the 
Strsffure : Again, it is faid^ P/ai. xxii. y^ 8. A// thef 
that fii me laugh me te /com ; tbty fioot out their Lifs, 
gmdjShake their Heads, faying , He trufitd in Gody that be 
^vouU delinfer him ; let him deli*ver him, if^ he njnill have 
kfiv. Compiare this, with, Matth, xxvii. 39. 41, 42, 43. 
And they that paffed by reviled him, 'waggif^ their Heads, 
eend faying Come donvnfrom the Crofi. Uke^ife alfi 
the chief Prieftt mocking him, «with the Scribes and Eiders, 
fin d H e trufied in God, ht hi^ deliver him nov) if 
he voill have him ; fir hefaid^ I am the Bon of God. It 
kfak! again, Zech^ xii. 10. 7hey fi?all look upon mevjbom 
they ha*ve pierced. His very Price wa^ foretold, and 
how the Money ihculd be difpofed ofj Zech. xi. 1 3* 
F«4iilled, Jfe/^&. xxvii, 6, 7. And his riding into ^r- 
rufalem upon an Jfsy Zech* ix. 9. which the learned 
Rabbi SeunUa expouiMis of the Mejfflah. That he (hould 
foffer with MeJefaaors, Ifm. Hii. 12. That his Body 
jhoald not lie fo long in the Graiv^ as to fee Cor- 
nftfon, Pfal. xvi. to. 

Many other Circumjtances are told, wjhich cannot be 
•pplkd to any but to Chrijt. I have fet down thefe few^^^ 
that you may take them into Confideration, when yoii 
AinK fit to give your Ai^fwer as to this Head oiFro* 
fbecies : And you are to take care to find fome other 
Jtf<?, guarded with Prophecies, like this, or elie you 
nuft confefs that there is no other Pa^ that has inch. 
Evidence as this^ 

17. But before \ leave this Head, I r^nft mention 
Ae Prophecies in our RibUy of Things yet to come to 
the End of the World % and of the new Heavens and 
Bcw Earth that fiiall fucceed. 

De. Thefe can be no Proofs here, becaufe we cannot 
fte t\k^ fulfilling of them. 

Chr. You- may believe what Js to come, by the 
folfilling you have feen. of what is paft. Bat I bring 
this now to fiiew you, that there is no other Lavj, or 
Hfftory^ in the World;|that fp much as pretends to this, 

or 



ef to know whst u tcr come : This is peculiar to the 
Hoh Bibkj as being writftf n irom the Mouth of God: 

Yotthavcfecn how theCurrcnt of the Prophcies. of the 
OldTefiament did point at» and centre in^ that pest 
Event, the Coming of the Meffiab. 

When he was come, then he to!d us more plainly oT 
what was to come after him, even to the Confamma- 
tion of all Things: And by what we have feen cx- 
aaiy fulfilled of all he tpld us, to this Time> we muft 
believe what remains yet to come. 

1 8. How particularly did he foretel the Deftru£Hoi> 
of Jerufakm* and the Temtie^ Matth. xxiv. And that 
that Age fhould not pafs, till ic fhoold be fulfilled? And 
his very ExprciBon was literally fulfilled. That there 
ihoold not be left ontSione upon another in the 7empU ; 
for the very foundations of it \sferepUugheda^ by Tur* 
9»i Rufus» SctScaUger^s Canon. Ifagog^ P^ 304- 

When Jerufalem was ^rft beiieged, it was mil ofChrifw 
Hans : But the^i^f was raifed unaccountably, and for 
BO Reafon xhatHlfiory gives. In which time the CM/^ 
Hans feeing thofe Signs come to pafs, whiqh CiHJi had 
foretold would precede its Defbruftion, and particularly 
laying hold of diat Caution he gave, Then let them that 
are in Judea flee to the Mountains, and th it in fuch Hafte, 
as that he that was in the //VA/ was not to return (to Je- 
rufalem) to fetch his Garment ; or he on the Houfe-top 
there, to Hay to take his Goads with him ; accordingly 
all the Chriftians left JerufaUm^ and iled to Fella, a 
City in the Mountains : And as foon as they were al) 
gone, the J^;(«<7»j returned and renewed the Sie^, And 
lo it came to pafs, that when titus iacked the City, there 
was not one Chrifiian, found there, and the Dedrudlion 
fell only upon the unbelieving Jenvs ; the others efcaped, 
as Lot obt of Sodom, by believing the Predi^ion of that 
Ruin. 

1 9. Another very remarkable PridiSHon of our Welled 
Lord, in that fame Chapter, was, of the many falje 
Chrifts that.ihould come after him^i .and. he warned 
the Jenus not to follow them, for that it would be to 
their De^u^on. Behold (fays he^ w^r. 25.) / ha^ue 

told 
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toidyou before : Bat they would not believe him : And 
accordingly it came to pafs. Jofefbus^ in his Antiqmties 
9f the JeiJOiy 1. xviii. c. 12. 1. xx. c. 6. and de Bell. 
Jud. 1. vii. c. 3 1 . tells of abundance of thefe falfe 
Mejpahs^ who appeared before the De(lru£iion of Jeru- 
falem, and led the People into the Wildernefs^ where 
they were miferably deflroyed; the very Thing of 
which our Sa<viour cautioned them, 'ver, 26. If they 
fay unto you, behold. He (that is, Chrift) is in the De- 
ferty go not forth. And^de Bell. Jud. 1. vii. c. 12. Jo- 
fephus fays, that the chief Caufe of their Obftinacy, in 
that War with (he Romans ^ was, their Expectation of a 
Mefflah to come and deliver them ; which brought on 
^heir Ruin, and made them deaf to the Ofiers of7itus^ 
who courted them to Peace. 

And fince the DeftruAion of Jerufalemf there have 
been ib many falfe Mejpahsy that Johannes a Lent has 
wrote 2iHifton ot them, ^rinitd Herbona, 1697* whicfi 
brings them down as far as the Year 1682, ; and tells 
the lamentable Deftrudion of the Jews in following 
them. 

20. But the next Prophecy ofont blefled Lord, which 
I produce, is more remarkable than thefe ; and of which 
you fee the fulfilling, in a great meafure ; *viz. That 
his Gojpel fhould prevail over all the World, and that 
the Gates of HellmoM not prevail againft it : And this 
told when he was low and dejpifed, and had but twelve 
poor Fijhermen for his Followers : And that his Reli' 

fion (hould conquer, not by the Sivord, like Mahomet\ 
ut by patient Suffering, as Lambs among Wolves, And 
in this State the Church endured moft terrible Perfecu" 
tionsj when all the Rage of Hell was let loofe againft 
her, for the firft three hundred Years, without any 
Help but from Heaven only ; till, at laft, by the Di- 
vine Providence, the great Emperor of Rome, and other 
mighty Hings and Princes, without any Force or Com- 
j^ulfion, did voluntarily and freely fubmit their Sceptres 
to Chrift. 

No Religion that ever was in the World was fo be» 
gun, fo propagated, and did fo prevail: And hence we 

afTuredly 
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ftfluredly truft^ that what remains will be fulfilled, of 
the Promife of Chrift to his Church in the latter Days. 

But I fpeak now only of this Prophecy fo long before- 
handy and when there was fo little Appearance of its 
coming to pafs, fo far as we have feen already. 

Let me here remember one particular Paifage, fore* 
told by Chrift^ concerning the Woman Who 
anointed hii Body to the Burying^ That where- Mark ziv. 
fie-ver this Gofpelfiould hi preached through- 8, 9. 
out the whole fFor/d, this al/o that Jbe hath 
done Jball he ftoken of^ for a Memorial of her : And WC 
fee how it is fpoken of to this Day. 

De. If this Book had been loft, we had not* heard of 
this Prophecy, 

Chr. So you may fay of all the Bihlt^ or of .any 
other Book \ but Providence has falfilled this Prophecy by 
preferving the Book : And it is a Prophecy that this 
Book J at feaft this FaSf of the Woman, ihould be pre^ 
ferved for ever ; and it may be preferved, though that 
Book were loft. 

12. Db. When Profhecies are falfilled, and the 
'Eifents come to pafs, tney are plain to every body ; 
bttt why might they not have been as plain from the 
Beginning ? And tnen there could have been no Dif- 
pute about them ; as if it had been faid, that fuck s 
one by NamCf at fuch a Time, and in fuch a Place, 
ihould do fuch things, &r. 

Chr. Becaufe God having given Man Free-Will, he 
does not force Men to do any wicked thing. And it 
would be in the Power of wicked Men to ddfeat a Pro* 
phecy againft themfelves, as to the Circumjtance of Time, 
Place, or the Manner of doing the Thmg. For Ex- 
ample : If the Jews had known that Chrijf had told 
his ApoftUs he was to be crucified, they would not have 
done it ; they would have fioned him, as they did 
St. Stephen i for that was the Death appointed by the 
Law for Blajphemy : And they feveral times at- 
tempted to have ftoned Chrift for this^ becaufe he faid, 
I am the Son of God, John vii. 59. x. 31, 32, 33. 
BotGnrr(^/Mrwa9aX)^a/i.bytheXMM«Law. There- 
fore 
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-ferethe Jews, to fulfil this Frcphi^ (but^not knawifig 
it), delifver€d C^i/? to the^/nfonf lo b« put to Death: 
Yet he told them lo much of it, that after he was cru- 
€ified they might know it i as he /aid to thexn, Jq&. 
viii. 2^, Whenje have Ufi uf the Sein q/'Mof, thenJh^Ul 
j^e^Jtuowthat lam he; aivi Chap. x. 32, 33, Jnd I, 
iflbelifudupfirom the Eatsth^ *wimranv ail Men unt^ 
me: l^his ' he lidd^ figmfying <what Death he Jb^uld dies* 
^ut they underjlood it not till they had done it: Then 
they knew what the Hftingi^pxai^zxLl^ And Chap, xviii. 
51, 32. When Pilate would have had xktmjjulge him 
according to their Law^ wbkh was Stomngt they were 
tautioujat this Time onlyr and (aid, // is net laivjal/br 
us to put any Man to Death; becaufe they were then 
tmdernthe Government of the Romans* Bat the next 
Words ihew the Defign ofProvidence in it, ^hat the Sa^ 
ing of ye/us might hefalfiUed^ ^uhlch he/pake^ fi&^^'t 
nvhat Death J^ Jbould die. They had. no fuch Caution 
4^pon them, when ^ey ftoned St. Stephen after this; aor 
the many times before, when they took up Stones to 
ha,ye^fioned\hc{xmtJffus, 

T£en again, the pierciffg his Side <wuh the Spear wot 
no Part of the Roman Sentence oiSxecutionf but happen- 
ed, feemingly, by mere Accident j forthe Sentence of tlie 
Law was »> hang upon the Crfjft tiH they were dead: 
fiat that being die J)^y of Fpfparaiionr^ior the Sabbai^ 
which began that Evening, K)on. after -G^rx^ and the 
^TJfieves were faftened - to-&e Crofi, ^before it could be 
fuppofed they were dead; iheFefore, That ^ the Bo£ee 
enight net remaki ufon the Crpfiyem the Sabbath D^^ the 
Jfews ^fought Pilate that dieir Legs might be brekm 
.(Which was no Part of the Sentence neither, but done)« 
(left t^ey fiioafd^lcape when taken down: According- 
ly the X^i of the Thiers wece hroke^if for they wew 
;yet alifve ; and the Keaf^ji why Ihey broke not die 
'l^otChrifivfUf beoaiiie ih^Jaw that he fwat deml 
,akea4i \ bu^ to m^ike fune, /one of the ^cH^^n pi§n$ii 
hi6.^4iSr with .a j/^dEr^ little knomqg that.^^y weie 
ihenfulfiUing Pnopbe^St, as th^ a Btme^ofbimj^ouUn^t 
,ht4r$ken : -Aud ^V0li9« ^hipjtjMi i^0t iim ^ufhom-th^ 

pierced. 
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pliriiJ. As little did the Soldi€rs think of it^iKfhen tbey 
were cafting Lts upon his Vtfiun: And the Cbi^ 
Priefts (if they had known it, or refleded imon It) woola 
not have ^fhraiM him in the Very Words. ux2X were fore, 
told in the xxiuTfabn^ wUch I have before quoted: And 
fhey would have contrived the Mon^ they gave to 
Judas to have been one Pi$ce more, or lefs, than jaft 
ibiriy :. They would not have come (b .pundually in 
die Wajr of that Prppheiiy^ Zech. xi, 12, 13. f^ 
^wiigkidfor «ry PriV^ thirty Pieas qfShver : And thw 
wo^dnot have bought any other liV^/ with it, but es- 
pecially that of the Potter $ which Zicbariab there Uke- 
wife mentions. 

And as the Enemies otChrift did not know they wete 
fulfilling thefe Prophecies of him« fo neither did ms J>jf* 
cifliSf at that time when they were fo doing ; as it is 
faid» J<ib. Xii. 16. Thefe Things underftood not his Dtf- 
dftes at the, Jirji ; but ^when Jefus woas glorified f then r^- 
membered they that thefe Thtngs <were nuritten ofhim^ and 
that they had done thrfe Things unto him. This makes the 
ful'filLing thefe Prophecies yet more remarkable^ 

Where Providence kit& that Prophecies will not bfe 
0iinded, they are jSL^xe exfrefs zxA plain \ aslikewife 
where the Pajfions and Interefts of Men williittrry them 
on tow2xds, fulfilling them : Thus Alexander the GreaP 
is defcribed as plainly almoft as if he had been named^ 
I^. vui. 20» zi, 22. And it is (aid. That this Profie^ 
which was ihewed him by ib^tii^ frieft sxjers^alim^ 
did encourage him in his £xpe£tian againit the Per» 
fians. But it is not fo when a Man is to dx^fooli/h an4 
<ii//V/(^^ Things, and Thines ^«rj^to him^f; for if 
diefe were told plainly TOLa literally^ it would be in hts 
Power to do otherwife ; unlefs God fhould force iiis 
WiDf and then he would not be 2Lfree Jlgext. 

(22.) De. I muft have recourfe to the Jews^ in An- 
fwer to thefe Prophecies of the "Mjsjfiahy wluch you have 
brought : For they« Owning thefe Scriffures as Revela' 
tions given them by God, muft have iome Solution jor 
other for themi 01 clfc^ve thcmielvcs upas feif-con- 
demned. 

Ciia. 
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Chu. The Anfwers the Jews give will convince 
you the more, aiid render them indeed felf-condemned. 

Before the Coming of CJ^rtfif the ye<ws underfldod 
thefe TfxtSy as we do, to be certainly meant of the Mef-^ 
j^ahf and of none other ; but, fince that time, they have 
forced themfelves to put the moft ftrained and contra*- 
didory Meanings upon diem ; for they agree not in 
their Expoiitions ; and the one does manifeftly deftroy 
the other : Thus that Text I before quoted. Gen. xlix. 
lo. was uhderllood, by the Cbaidei and antient JcwijA 
Interpreters, to be meant of the Meffiah, 

Yet of their modem Itabbies, fome fay, that it was 
meant of Mo/es, 3ut others reje£l that ; Firft, Because 
it is plain that the Gathering of the Natiem or GentiUr 
was not to Mo/es, Secondly^ Becaufe the Sceptre was 
not given to Judah till long after Mofis, The firft of 
it that appears was, Judg. xx. i8. when Judah was 
commanded by God to go up firfi^ and lead the refl of 
the i:rihe5 : And David was the ^ft King of the Tribe 
of Judah, Jhirdijiy Becaufe Mo/es did prophefy of a 
greater than himlelf to come, to whom the People 
mould hearken, Z>^»^xviii. 15, 18, 19. 

For thefe Reafons, other Rabbies fay, it could not 
be meant of Mo/es ; but they apply it to the tabernacle 
at Shihb. This was only for the fake of the Word 
^hihh I for otherwife it bears no Refemblance eithcir 
id the Gathering of the Gentiles ^ or the Sceptre of Ju^ 
^ah. And though the Houfe of God was firil fet up 
at Shilohf yet it was removed from thence^i and efta- 
1>li{Hed at Jerufalem ; which was the Place of V(hich 
Mo/is fpoke, that God would place his Name there, as 
I (hall fhew you prefently. 

This Interpretation therefore being rejeded, other 
Rabbies fay. That (his jPro/i^^O' muft be meant of thb 
ideffiah ; but that by the ^ota Sceptre is not to be un- 
derftood a Sceptre of Rule and Government^ but of Cor- 
reStion and Punijhment^ and that this fhould not depart 
firom Judah till Shiloh came ; but the Text explaining 
Sceptn by the Word Lawgiver^ that the Sceptre fhould 
not depart from Judah, nor a Lawgiver from between 

his 
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his Feet until Shiioh came, overthrows thi^ Interpreta- 
tion, and fhews the Sceptre here mentioned, to be 
meant of a Sceptn of Rule and Go'verttmetit. Again, 
Jofinta gave them Reft from their Enemies round about: 
And the Land had Reft many Years under their Judges: 
And Davild delivered them out of the Hands of their 
Enemies : And under Sohf/ion they were the ticbeft and 
haffiefi People upon Earth : And frequently after they 
were in good Condition, and at Eafe : So that the 
Sceptre ofCorreSion did often depart from them before 
Shilob came. 

This is fo evident, that others of them allow this 
Sceptre to be a Sceptre of Gonfemment j but they fay the 
leaning is. That the Sceptre (hall not fiuaily or for e<v€r 
depart irom Judah^ becaufe the Mejfiah will come and 
reftore it to Judab again. But this is adding to the Text^ 
and making anew Text of it, and quite different from 
the former ; nay, diredly oppofite to it : For the Text 
fpeaks only of the Departing of the Sceptre^ but nothing 
of the refioring it : And it cannot be reftored till once 
it is departed: Therefore this Expofition, faying it 
Jhall depart^ and the Text^ faying ic Jball not depart, 
arc directly contrary. , 

Lafilji There are others who throw afide all thef<; 
Excufes, and fay. That the Sceptre or Dominion is not 
yet departed from Judab ; for mat fome Jew oX other 
may have fome Sort of Rule or Government in fome 
Part or other of the World, tho' we know it not. 

De. As if the Jcnvs (who hold the beft Correfpon; 
dence with one another of any People) could rot tell 
this Place, if there were any fuch, where they were go* 
Verned by their own Laiuj, and by Go*vemors of theif 
own Sationf though in Subjedion to the Go*vernmcnf 
of the CotMtry where they lived ! 

Thefc oalvoes of the Jeivs are contradiftory to eac]^ 
other i they are poor Bxcu/es, and ftiew their Cau/e to 
be perfedly dejlitute. i 

But I have an Objeflion againft this Prophecy, which 
affedls both Jewi and Chrijfianj, That the regal Sceptre 
did depart from the Tribe of Judab long before your 
Sbilob came. 

? Chr. 



Cffk. ffrfii This Prophecy does not call djc ^rt/fr^ * 
f^gal Sceptre ; and, therefore, denotes only Gtrvernmvit 
in the general. 

Secondly t The whole Landznd the Nation took th^r 
Name from yudah: It was ealled the Land of Judah^ 
and the iVkfro» took the Name of 7^^» from JudcA j 
as, before that, ofHeBrews, from H^^ their Progeimor, 
Ge». X. 25. And this Prophecy fpoke of t^ofe TijneS' 
^'hen y«<fo;t (hould bo the Father of his Country*, stnd 
the Whole Ntttkn (ho&ld be comprehended under the 
Name oiJudah\ and therefore Judah holds the ^af' 
ire whcre-ever a Je^ governs. Beiides, the Words 
Sceptre and throne are Vi(e6. in relation to inferior Go^ 
tfkrmrsy to tributary Kings y and if/V^/ in CaptiTity* 
Thus it is faid that thtrfy-feven Years after the Cap- 
tivity of Judahy the King of Btthylon fet the throne of 
Jthoijachiny King o^ Judah ^ tlbove the thrones of the 
5Kr';/j^/that were with him in Bahyhn^ 2 JTiV. xxv. 27 » 
^8. This was more than ha tf the Time of die O/ifi- 
nfityi and this was continued to Jehoijachin ali the 
Days of his Life (<ver. 29,30.) which might laft till the 
End, or near the End, of the Capti*uitv. But, befxdeS' 
the Kingt the Jews h^d Governors of their own A^^ 
>#«^« allowed them, who were their Archontes, or Rulers ; 
and they enjoyed their own Laws, though in Subjec- 
tion to the King of Bahyhn, The Eiders 6f Juda^ 
f which wfts a Name of Government) are mentioned in 
the Captyvity, E%ek, viii, i. And the C&/Vf of Ae Fa- 
thers of Judah, and the Priefis and the Levitts; Ezra 
i. 5. : And after the Captivity they had a Tirfiatha or 
Governor of their own Nation, f Jcm if. 63. Nd>, viii. 9. 
And theTi&r0«f of the Governor is^ named, Neh. In. 7. So 
^at here was ftiil the Throne and Seeptre oi Judah, 

And from the Timeof the Jl/arr^fci^i to their Con- 
4|aeft by the Romans, iht fupremt 'Authority WZ& m their 
High Priefts ; fts it was afterwards, l^t in Siib}edion 
to x^t. Romans ; and they enjoyed their own Lmws. Pt* 
iateUad onto them, Tike ye hint, andjw^ himaeeord' 
ing to y9wr Law, jfoh. xviii 31.: And tleoir^ diey an- 
fwered, k is not lofwfuifw us ta.futa/ey Akf. f» Deaths 
Che Rcafbn is given in tbie next Vcife» fhatfbf Saying of 
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yejki mgbt h^ fit^Uei 'which he Jpake^ fignifiimt what 
Death heflnuld die : For CntciJIxion was a Roman I)^ath ; 
bat Stoning^ by the Law of Mofesy wa2 the Death far 
Bli^hefitft of which they accufed him. And they af- 
tei^vards Jfoned. St. Stgphaiy for the fame (alleged) 
Cnipe* occorMng to their o^wn Lanu. Their High Friejis 
and Cptmcil had full Liberty to meet when they pleafed^ 
«ad to ad accordiag, to their Lofw. And Cbriji him. 
felf owns, they^ in M^fes^s S^at^ Matt, xjciii. 2. Thd 
High Prieft £at to jud^ St. Paui^ who applied to hingi 
that Text, Exod* xxii. 28. ThouJ&alt not revile the 
GodSf, nor curfe the Ruler of thy People, or /peak Evil of 
him, aa the Jpo/tJe xexAtvs it, J£ts xxiii. 5. : So that 
bfire the Government was ftill in the Ji'Vfs^ though in 
SLi;d>jedioa to the Romans : And thus it continued tlU 
the Deftru£lion of Jerufidem, and the femple^ by the 
Momanu Eut» fince that time, they are difperfed in all 
Countries, and have no Govirnor or Ruler cf their owti 
In any. The Sceptre is intirely departed from them. 

De. It is impoilible but the Je^s muft fee the Dif- 
ierence of their State before the Dedrudion of Jeru- 
falemy and fince ; and of their CoLdition as to Gover^i^ 
meat in their feveral Captivities^ and now in their Z>/- 
Jperjion. In the former, they had ftill a Face ofGovtm- 
ment left among themfelves ; but now, none at all. 
And their Excuiies, which you have mentioned, render 

them i^^tedi felf -condemned. 

What do they fay to that 7ext you have quoted, 

yer. zxxiii. 1 7, tf r. That David Ihould never want a 
^on to fit upon his Throne^ &c. You Chriftians app^ 
it to Ckri/t, who was called the Som of David : Bat 
:to whom do the Jev^js apply it } 

CukfL. Some of them lay, That Z\ra«V will be raifed 
•Aom the Dead, and made immortals to fulfil this Pro- 
■iphecy. Others fay. That after the Mejfiab^ who is to 

be of the Seed of Da^idy he ihall thenceforward no 

more want a SotL, i&c, 

De. Bq^ thefe Interpretations ait in fiat Contr^- 

ifiifUoo to the 7>jr/. The ^ext fays, ihall never vnanJt. 

Tbc£Biay.>&«i!^waai/ioralongTiiiACi they Auft con- 
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fefe now for near tightten htrndredYean together; and 
how much longer they cannot tell. They have had none 
to fit in Mofes*s S^at, or on the Throw o^DavU^ cho* in 
Subjedion to their Enemies^ as they had in the worft of 
their Captivities ; but have not now in their DiJ^rJion. 

But is there any Difference betwixt what you call the 
Cathedra or Stat oi Mofisy and the Throne of Da*uid ? 

Chr. None as to Government', For Mofes was King 
in Jejhurun^ Deut. xxxiii. 5. But David was the firft 
i^ng of the Tribe ofjudah ; which was to be the Name 
of the whole Nation, And Chrift was called the King 
of the Jews : It was the Title fet upon his Crofi : Bat 
after him none ever had that Title to this Day. 

De. This is not to be anfwered by the Jenvs, But 
pray what Perfon is it, do diey fay, was meant in the 
liii. of Ifaiah^ which you have quoted ? 

Chr. They will not have it to be any Perfon at all. 
For they can £nd none, except our Chrift, to whom 
thefe Prophecies can any way be applied. Therefor^ 
they fay, it muft be meant of the Nation of the Jews ; 
whofe Sufferings, &c. are there defcribed in the Name 
of a Pfr/on, by which the People are to be underflood. 

Db. But the People and the Perfon, there defcribed as 
fujffering; &c, are plainly contradiftinguifhed. It is faid» 
vcr. 8. For the Tranjgrejion 0/ my People «was He 
ftricken. And ver. 3, 4, &c. We (the People) e'^tem^ 
him not. Jll We (the People) like Sheep have gone afirtM 

^And the Lord hath laid on Him the Iniquity iff Us 

alh that is, of the People, who are here called Wicked t 
Bat he is called. My righteous Servant, who did no Vio* 
lencey neither was any Deceit in his Month, Therefore 
' this People and the Perfon here fpoke of could not be the 
fame : They are oppofed to each other : The one 
called righteous, the other vjicked: The one to die for 
the other, and to juftify the other. By his Knovolegt 
' Jhall ffty righteous Servant jufiify many. Sec 

Chr. The Jenvs, before Chrifl came, underftood this 
Prophecy of the Meffiah ; as indeed it can be applied to 
none other. But the Jevjs fince Chrift, to avoid the 
force of this, and other Prophecies wmch fpeak of ^e 

Sufferings 



. t^pi 

Sttferings and Death of the MeJJiah^ have invented two 
Meffiaks ; one Ben-Jofefh, of the Tribe oiEphraim^ who 
is tabe ihejiiffering M^ab ; the other Sen-DaviJ, of 
the Tribe oijudahy who is to triumph glorioufly ; and 
Ihall raife from the Dead all the I/raelites, and among 
them the firft MeJ/tah^ Ben-Jofeph, 

De. Does the Scripture Ipeak of t<wo Mejtahs, and 
the one raiiing the other ? 

Chr. No, not a Word; but only of the MeJJtab} 
'whi^h {hews it fpoke only of one. But it mentions the 
ttuofold State of this M^pah ; the fa^fuffering^ the fe- 
coiid triumphing : Whence the modern yews have 
framed to themfelves thefe two MeJJiahs, 

De. This is {hameful ! and plainly to avoid tho 
Propbeties againft them. 

Chr. This of Ifaiab is fully explained, Dan, \x: 
24, Cffr. where it is faid, that the Mejfiah the Prince 
Ihould be cut ojf, but not /or him/e/f, but for the Tranf- 
greflions of the People^ to make an End of Sins ^ and t9 
make Reconciliation for Iniquity. And that this was to be 
vfitYiMi four hundred and ninety Yeaxs after the Building 
of the JecondTempUy which I have mentioned before. 

De . I cannot imagine how the Jews get clear of this* 

Chr. They cannot. But, in Spite to it, they feek 

now to undervalue the whole Book of Daniel: thougji 

they dare not totally rejeSl it, becaufe it was received 

by their Forefathers who preceded Chrifl, But, about 

a hundred Years after Cbrifty they made a new Difiri^ 

hution of the Books of the OldTeJlamenty different from 

their Fathers^ and took the Book oi Daniel out of the 

Middle of the Prophets^ where it was placed before, 

and put it laft of all. But more than this ; to lefTea 

the Credit of this Book, they adventured to ihake the 

Authority of their whole Scriptures : For they toolc 

upon them to make a DlfiinBion of the Books of th^ 

Scripturcy and made them not all inj^iredov canonical i 

but fome of them they called ' \yi^y^(t'^cLy that is, boh 

or pious Books, though in a lower Clafs than tho^ 

called infpired or canonical Scriptures : And they put 

the Book of Daniel into the inferior Clafs. But in that 

2 Book 
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Book Darnel (peaies of hnfelf as. havlm receked tfcefe 
l^rof hides immedjately from an Jugel otGod^ Y^hex^:- 
in if he told us the Truth, k mu£t be put in the higheft 
C/afi of canonical Serif ture : Bu^, if he told as fal/e^ 
then this Book as q.uite through all a Li^, aad bla^he- 
mous too, in fathering it all upon Ga^/ So that th^ 
DiiUn^ion of pur Biodern ^/ovi confound^ them(elves« 
:ftndy finee they allow this Book of D^fl a Place 
among the 'Ayiiy^x^etf or holy Writings, they cannot 
ideny it to be truly canonieaJ, as all their Fathers owa* 
cd it before the Coming of Chrifi. And, if they throv 
off Daniel, they moil difcard EtMcI too : For he giv«s 
tiie hieheft Atteilation to Daniel that caa be given tp 
mortal Man; he makes him one of the 
fjbree moH righteous Men to be found in Ei&ik,iav. 14, 
all Ages ; and the very Standard of fFif- io, xxviii 3. 
dom to the World. 

Db. What do they fay to Ha^, ii. 7, 9. where k is 
'fiudy'^that Chriji was to come into ^ fecund TtmfUF 

Chr. Some of them fay. That this mui^ be meant 
•fa Tesnple yet to be built. 

« De . This is denying the Profhecy ; For it is faid, v«r» 
7, I will JiH This Hovss i/uith Gloty, &c. And, ver. 
i: TheGkry ^This latter HouJe'-^-^Ani in This 
Place iajHI J gi<ve Peace, ^c But I am not to d*- 
'feid the Cauie of the Je^s : It (eei^s tip me very de- 
fperate : J own yon Chr^ans have the Advaati^e of 
'Ciem in this. 

C^R. And I hope it will hav^ fo much eCe£l with 
yOD, as to make you coniider ferioufly of the Weight 
of this Argument qf Profhecy we have difcoiirfed. 

De. Let us at prefent leave this Head oiPrqfbee^ 
Have you any imxkv: Zvidenct to prod,i»<se for yoiir 

'ChrUI ? 

(VII.) Chr. I have one more, which is yet xo^re 

peculiar to him than even that of Prophecy, For what- 

'ever weak Pretence may be made of feme ProfhecUs 

among the Hmtffen, as to fome particular Evmsts, 9f 

little Confequence to the World, yet they never offered 

at that SonoiJhii^ttct I an aext to j^iodvce : Whi<^ 
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13, not only trothedes of lihe Fa?> and that from tb^ Be-* 
inning ot the world, but s^fo fj^s^ KdmbUncai and 
IxhihitionsoftYitFa^, inoutwa^ {tnmAe Ltjiitutioftt^ 
ordained as £«<»; from the Beginningy and to continue 
liU the Faa they frffigured fbould cone to pafs. 

(I.) Such were the Sacrifices iniHtuted oy GoJ i»« 
mediately upon the Fall (and upon his Frmile of thf 
Life-giving S^^ Gm. iiit 1 50t a$ ^3^/ of that gfeat 
&nd only propitiatory Sacrifice ft>r Sitt which was t# 
coxncj whole Blood they faw continually Jbtd (in T^e) 
in their daily Sacrifices. 

Thefe were continued in the Heathen Pofterittes of 
jfdamf by immemorial, Tradition from the Beginning* 
Though they had foreot the Beginniag of titeiaiy b^ 
they had of the Wortl^ or of Mankind, yet tiMy ro« 
tained fo moch of the Reafon of them, as ^at tbey 
Kad univerfally the Notion of a incariom Atonement 
and that our Sim were to be purged b^ the Blood dt 
others foffering in our Stead: As likewife. That the 
Blood oi SmUs and Goats could not t^e away Sin^ bmt 
that a more noh/e Bbod was neceflary. Hence they 
came to human Sacrifices s and, at lafl, to facrifce the 
Greatefiy moft NoUe, and mo/l Virtuous: And inch of-- 
fered themfelves to he fisurificedy for the Safety of the 
Teople ; as Codsrui^ King of the Athenians, whJoJacrificed 
himfelf on this Account : The Hke did Curtius for thp 
Montans, as fuppofing himfelf the hraveft and moft 
waivable of them all. So the Dmi, the Fdii, &c. 4^4H 
memnan facrificed his Daughter Ifhigenia for the Greek 
Army : Aad the King oiMeah facrificed his eld^ Soa 
that (hould have reigned in his Stead, 2 Kings m* 27. 
Thus the fiurifieing (not their Servants or Slaves, but) 
. their Children to Moloch, is frequently raenuoned of the 
Trivi ; which they did in Imitation of the Heathen, as 
It is faid, Pfid. cvi. ^, ^, ^7, ^. T^fjn oo^iv mingled 
among the Heathen, and learned theit Works ; and thej^ 
fitrved their. Idols'-^'^Yea, th^ JaerifKcd their Sens and 
their Daughters unto the Idols o/'Canamt ^. PttrfuaaC 
to which Notiom, the Profhet introduoeth them argu- 
ing thus, JFheremth Jbetu I eome hfort tbt Lttrd, and 
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ionv mfel/hfin the high God? Shall I come hi fan him 
iwith.Sumt Offerings 9 luith Calves of a Year old? Witt 
the Lord be pl^afed woith thoufands of Rams ^ or tjoith ten 
thoufands of Ri'vers of Oil ? Shall Igi<ve my Firfi-hornfor 
«y Tranfgrejpont the Fruit of my Body for the Sin of my 
SwJ? Michavi. 6, 7. They were plsanly Jearching 
after a complete and adequate Satisfaction for Sin : And 
they thoiignt it necelTary. 

De. No doubt they thought fo. But that did not 
make it neceiTary. 

Chr. The Dodrine of Satisfaaion is a SubjcA by 
itfelfy which I have treated el^where^ in my Anfn»er 
to the Examination of my loft Dialogue againft the Soci- 
nians. But I am not come fo far with you yet : I an» 
now only fpeaking of Sacrifices^ as Types of the Sacri^ 
fice of Chrift. 

(2.) And beiides Sacrifices in general, there were 
afterwards fome particular Sacrifices appointed, more 
nearly expreflive of oar Redemption by Chrifi : As the 
Fafiofuer, which was iniUtuted in Memory of the Re>^ 
demptioA of the Children of Ifrael (that is, the Church) 
out of jEgypt (the Houfe of Bondage of this Worlds 
where we are in Sernntude to Sin and Mijery) in tho 
Night when G©^ (lew all t\it firftbom Ot int ^gyp- 
tians : But the Deftroyer was to pafs o*ver thofe Houfet 
where he faw the Blood of the pafchal Lamb upon the 
Door-pofts i and it was to be eaten with unleamened 
Bread> expreffing the Sincerity of the Hearty without any 
Mixture or Taint of Wickednefs ; And thus it is appliea,^ 
I Cor, V. 7, 8. Furge out therefore the old Leaven^ that 
ye may he a nenv Lump, as ye are unleavened. For e*vem 
Chrifi our Fajfover is facrificed for us. Therefore let us 
keep the Feafi, not nuith old Leaven^ neither *with thir 
Leaven of Malice and Wickednefs, hut vaiththe unleavened 
Breadof Sincerity and Truth, 

(3.) There, was a double Exhibition of Chrifi on 

the great Day of Expiation, which was but once a 

• Year : On which Day only the High Priefi entered inw 

to the Holy of Holies (which reprefentcd He-even, Exod. 

XXV. 40* Wifd. ix. 8. Heb. xx. 24.) with the Blood 

of 
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#f the Sacrifice^ whofe Body was burnt witKoot the 
Camp ; to ihew Go/s Deteftation of Sin, and that it 
was to be removed far from us ; and that we muft go 
Out of the Camp^ that is out of this Worlds bearing 
our Reproach for 5/Vr, before we can be quite freed 
from it. See how exactly this was fulfilled in Chri/^ 
Heb. xiii. li^ 12, 13, 14. Far the Bodies ofihofe Beafts 
nuhofe Blood is brought into the SanStuary by the High 
Prieft for Sin, are burnt ^without the Camp, Wherefore 
Jefus alfoy that he m>ght fanSHfy the People 'with his o^wn 
Bloody fuffered tvithout the Gate, Let us go forth there" 
fore unto him ^without the Camp^ bearing his Reproach \foT 
here nve have no continuing City, but tuefeek one to com?. 

The other lively Reprefentation of Chriji\ bearing 
our Sinsy and taking them away from us, which was 
made on the fame Day ofExpiatiout was the Scape-Goat^ 
Lev, xvi. 21, 22. And Aaron fhall lay both his Han^s 
upon the Head of the li*ve Goat, and confrfs over him all 
ihe Iniquities of the Children oflfrael, and all thtir Tranf- 
greffions in all their Sins, putting them upon the Head of the 
Goaty and fhall fend him anjjay by the Hand of a fit Man 
into the Hlldimefs, And the Goat fhall bear upon him all 
their Iniquities ^ into a Land not inhabited: And he fhall 
let go the Goat in the Wilderhefs, This is fo plain that 
it needs no Application. 

(4.) Another exprefs Reprefentation of Chrift was the 
hraxen Serpent in the Wildcrnefs, by /(?(7i/«^ upon which 
the People were cured of the -Stings ofthtfefy Serpents, 
So in looking upon Chriji by Faith, the Sting of the 
old Serpent f the Devil, is taken away. And the liftifig 
up the Serpent did reprefent ChriJFs being lifted up upo^ 
the Crofs. Chrift himfelf makes the Allufion, Joh, \\\. 
IJ^ As Mofes lifiedup the Serpent in the Wilder nefs^ epeu 
Jo mufi the Son of Man, be lifted up ; that vohofoever be* 
Ueveth in himjhould notperifh, hut have eternal Life, 

(5.) He was likewife reprefented by the Manna, 
For he was the true Bread that came down from 
Heaven to nouriih tts unto ' eternal Life, Joh. vi. 31 
to 36. 

G (6.) 
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.(6 J As ^Ifo by the Rock^ whence the Waters flawed 
out to give them Drink in the Wildernefs: And that 
Rock njoas Chrifti I Cor. x- 4- 

(7.) And he was not only their Meat and Drinif but 
he was alfo their conHant Guide, and led them in a 
Pillar 6f Fire by Night, and of a C/oud by Day. And 
t!he C/oud of Glory in thi^ Temple^ in which Go4^ appear- 
ed, was by the Jews nnderfbood as a Type of the 
Mejpah, who is tne true Sheciista, or Habitation of 
God. 

(8.) The Saiiath is' cslUd a ^^^z^^iw; of C^//?, CoL 
ii. 17* It was a Figure of that eternal Refi procured 
to us by CibnJI : Therefore it is called a Sign of the 
perpetual Covenant, £bcod. xxxi. i6, 17. £sek. XX. 

12. 

(9.) And fuch a ^ign was the Temple at Jerufakm r 
At which PArr^, and none other, the Sacrifices of the 
y^acj were to be offered, 2)^«/, xii. ii, 13, 14. Be- 
caufe Cbriji was to hc/acrtficed there ; and, as a Token 
- of it, thofe Sacrifices, whkh were ^/^/ of bim, were 
to be offered only there. 

And fo great Strefs was laid upon this, that no Sin 
of the Jeius is oftener remembered than their Breach 
of this Command. It was a Blot fet upon their feve** 
ral Reformations, otherwife good and commendable in 
the Sight of 6(m/, that the high Places (where they ufed 
to facrifice) were not taken away. This is marked as 
tlie great DefeSl in the Reformation oi Afa, i Kin. xv. 
14. oi feh^hafhat, 1 Kin. xxii. 43. oi Jeheqfby 2 Kin, 
xii. 3. o£ Jmaziah, 2 iT/^. xv. 4. oijatbam, ver. 35. 
But they were taken away by Hesceh'ah, 2 Kin. xviii. 4. 
and the People intruded to facrifice and bum Incenfe at 
Jcrufalem only, 2 C&r. xxxii. 1 2, j^iSi. xxxvi. 7. 

There was likewife a further De£gn oi Providence in 
limiting their Sacrifices to Jerufalem ; which was, Thae 
after the great propitiatory Sacrifice of Chrift had been 
once offered there, God vfSLS to remove the ^ifwx from 
Jerufalem, that they migl|t have no Sacrifice at all (as» 
for that Redbn, they have not had, in any Part of the 
World, near thefe eighteen hundred Yezrs paft} ; to in- 

4 firuft 
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ftruflt ticm, That (as the Jfofile fpeaks to them, Ueb, 
X. 26;), there remaineth no more (or other) Sacrifice for 
Sin. And, iince by the La^ their ^/i^j were to be 
furgedhy Sacrifice , they have now no way to purge their 
Sins : And, till they return to thatf they mufl have no 
Sacrifice at all, but ^/V in their Sins, As ^-f/«/ faid unto 
theiD, I gQ mj JVayy andyefiall die in your Sins. 
For if you helie^ve not that lamhe^yefhall die in your Sins, 
Joh. viii. ;^i, 24. 

And D^miV/prophefied exprefly. That, foon after the 
Death of the Me^ah, the City of 'JerufaUmy and the 
Sanctuary f fhould be defiroyed j and that the Sacrifice 
ihould ceafe^ even until the Confummation^ and that de^ 
ter mined, JhalJ be poured upon the Defolate, Dan. xi. 
26, 27. 

And this Defolation of theirs, and what was deter^ 
mined Vi^n them, was told them likewife by Hofea, 
Chap. iii. 4. For the Cbildren of Ifrael fhall abide many 
Days njcithout a King, and i/jithout a Prince , and ^without 
a Sacrifice. But he fays, in the next Ferfe, That in the 
latter Days they Ihall return andfeek the Lord their Ged^ 
and David their King ; that is, the Son of David their 
Prince and Mijfiah \ as he is called M^ah the Prince, 
Dan. ix. 25. 

Thus as Salvation was of the Jeivs, becaufe Chrifi 
was to come of them, fo this Salvation was only to he 
had at Jerufalem, where he was tofuff'er, and by which 
only Salvation was to be had. 

(10.) De- This Argument is to the Jevjs* And if 
I tCerea Jd^ it would mov€ me ; becaufe they never 
were fo long before without King, Temple, or Sacri^ 
fice. 

Chr. ^ut the Prophecies of it, and thefe fulfilled tL% 
you have feen^ and QhHfi being fo plainly pointed at, 
and the Place of his PaJJion, by limiting the Sacrifices to 
Jerufalem only, and by that caufing the legal Sacrifices 
to cea^e throughout the World, to (hew that they were 
fulfilled; all this is a ftrong Evidence to you of the 
^Truth of thefe Things, and of our Jefus being the 
M)fpah, or Cbrifi, who was propheficd of. 

C z Pe. 



De. I cannot deny bat there is fomething remarfe- 
able in this^ which I will take Time to confider. But 
I do not fee how the Jews can Hand out againft this : 
Becaafe this Mark, given by Danie/ of the MeJJiab^ that 
foon after his Death the Sacrifice ihould cea/e^ cannot 
agree to any Afttr -Mfffiaby who fhould now come fo 
many Jges after the Sacrifice has ceafed, 

Chr. Since we have fallen into the Subject of the 
yenvsf I will give you another Prophecy, which cannot 
be fulfilled in any hfxxx-MeJfiah whom theyipw/ expeft : 
And it will be alfo a Confirmation to yoi; of the 1 rath 
of the Prophecies of the Holy Scriptures* 

Thus God fpeaksy Jcr, xxxili. 20, 2!, 22. Thus 
faith the Lord, if you can break my Covenant of the Day^ 
and my Covenant of the Nighty and that there ^uld not he 
Day and Night in their Seafon : Then may alfo my Cove^ 
ft ant he broken ivith David my Servant, that hejhouldnot 
have a Son to reign upon his Throne ; and with the Levites, 
the Priefis, tny Mintften. As ifie Hoft of Heaven cannot 
be numbered, neither jhe Sand of the Sea meafured: So 
vcill I multiply the Seed of David my Servant, and the 
Levites that minifter unto me. 

Now let the Jcvos tell in which Son of David this is 
fulfilled, except only in our Chrif: And how this ia 
made good to the Priefis and Levites, otherwife than 
as Ifaiah prophefied. Chap. Ixvi. 21. And Ivoill alfo 
take of them (the Gentiles) for Priefis and for Levites f 
faith the Lord. And as it is thus applied, i Pet. ii. 5, 
9. and Rev. i. 6. And this evangelical Priefihood is 
multiplied ZA the Stars oTHeavhi (which they are fre- 
quently called), not like the Tribe of Levi, which could 
not afford Priejls to all the Earth. 

And as I faid before oijerufalem, and the Sacrifices 
there, that they are ceafed, to fhew they are fulfilled \ 
fo here, after this Son of David was come, and his 
other 5(>w ceafed j and the very Genealogy of their Tribes, 
and fo oijudah, is loft, as alfo of the Tribe of Levi; 
fo that the yews caii never tell, if any AfxeX'MeJfiah 
Ihould appear, whether he were of the Tribe ofjudah 5 
far lefs, whether he were of the Uneage of David; 

nor 
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nor can they (hew the Genealogy of any they call Le^' 
vites now among them. 

This is occafioned by their being dij^erfed among all 
Nations J and ytlfreferiied^. dillind Feotle from all the 
Earth ; though without any Cauntry oi their own» or 
King, or Prieft, or Ttmplen or Sacrifice, And they are 
thus preferfued by the Pro'uidence'ot God, (fo as never- 
>any Nation was fmce the Foundation of the World) to 
flicw tht fulfilling of the Prophecies concerning them, 
and the Judgments pronounced againd them,, for thcir^ 
erueijying their Meffiab ; and that their Converfion may* 
be more apparent to the World, and their being ga* 
fhered out of all Nations, and reftored to Jerufalem (as 
is promifed them) when they fhall come to acknowlege 
their Meffiah. 

And God not permitting them to have any King or 
Governor upon Earth, ever fmce their laft Difperfibn by 
the Romans (left they might fay, That the Sceptre was 
not departed from Judah), is to convince them (when 
God fliall take the Veil off their Heart), that no other 
Mejfiah, who can come, hereafter, can anfwer this Pro* 
pbecy of Jeremiah, or that of Jacob, that the Sceptre 
ibould not depart from Judah till Shiloh came. 

(ii.) And it IS wonderful to confider how exprefly 
their prefent State is. prophffied of, that it could not be 
more literal, if it were to be worded now by us who 
fee it. As, that they fhould be fcattered into all Coun^ 
trith fifi^d as with a Sienje among all Nations, yet pre- 
fcrved a People ; and that God would make an utter 
End of thofe Nations who had opprelled them, and 
blot out their Names from under Heaven (as we have 
feen it foliiiled upon the great Empires of the AJfyriam^ 
Chaldeans^ and Romans^ who, one after the other, had 
mifcrably wafted the Jews) ; but that the Name of the 
Jenjos (the fe^eft and the poareft of all Nations) ftiould 
remain for ever, and they a People diftinfl from all 
the Nations in the World, thotigh fcattered among 
them all. Read th^ Prophecies exprefs upon this 
Point, Jer.xxx^ ii. xxxi. 36, 37. xxxiii. 24, 25, 26.* 
lltk 28. Ifai. xxvii. 7. xxix. 7, 8, liv. 9, 10. Ixv. 8,, 

G 3 Ex J. 
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MKek,Yu 8. xk l6> 17. xii. 15,16. jim^six, 8,9^ 
Zech. X. 9. And It was foretold them long befpi^ that 
thus it would be. Lev. xxvi. 44. and this /« the^, Jai/er 
Days, Deuf. iv, 27. 30, 31,. Thui M^i told, them of 
it fo long before ; as the Afttx -Prof hfts freqaontly. 
And yoo fee all thefe Prophecies literally fulfilUd ^nd 
fulfilling. The like cannot be faid of any other Ha^ 
Hon that ever was upon the j&42r/>& / So deftrcyedt and fo 
f referred I And for fo long a TViiM / Having worn out 
all the great Empires of the Worlds and ftillytfrviviff|f. 
them, to fulfil what was further frofbejied of them to. 
the End of the ^W^/ 

De. I cannot fay but there is fomething v^ fur« 
prizing in this. I never thought of it befoi'e. It is ai 
living Profhecy^ which we {tt fulfilled^ and ^\\\fu(pfiinz 
at this Day, before our Eyes. For we are fure tbefe 
Prophecies were not coined Yeflerday : And they are as 
cxfrefs and particular , as if they were to be wrote now» 
after the Events are fo far come to pafs. 

(12.) Cmr. As the2?00rwas kept «/^ii to C&r^ be* 
fore he came, by the many and flagrant Prophecies of 
him, and h^ the ^yfes reprefenting him, fo was tho 
Door for t^&ijhut after him, by thofe Prophecies beiog. 
all fulfilled and completed in him, and applicable to 
none who fliould come after him, and by all the Typex 
ceailng, the Shadows vaniihing, when the S^hfiasece was 
come. No MeJJiah can now come, before the Seeptra 
depart from Judah^ and the Sacrifice from Jersefakm » 
before the Sons of J)a*vid (all except Chrift) iball ceafe 
to fit upon his Thrastg, None can come now, wichia 
four hundred and ninety Years qf the Building of theyfi- 
cond Ten^le ; nor come into that very Temple^ as I have 
before mewed was exprefly prophefied by Darnel and 
Haggal. 

De. T know not what the Jiva can fay, who own 
thefe Prophecies. 

Chr. They fay. That the Coming of iik^ Mrffiahp 
ti the time fpoken of in the Prophets^ has been delay *d. 
becaufe of their Sins, 
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Db. Then It may be dclay'd for ever, unlefs they 
can tell as when they will grow better. But however 
tbefe Prophecies have failed, ^\^ich fpoke of the fr^re 
of the MeJSah^s Coming : And they can never be a 
Proof hereafter s becaufe the Time is paft. So that, 
according to this, they were made for no Purpofe, 
unlefs to (hew that they Mrere/al/e; that is, noProphe^ 
ties at all ! 

But were thefe Prophecies npon Condition ? Ox was it 
faid, that the Coming of the Meffiah fiiould be delayed, 
if the Jews ^tx^finful? 

Chr. No. . So far from it, that it was exprefly pvo- 
fhefiedy that the Coming of the Mejfiah (hould be in 
the moft finful State of the ye^s, and to pwgc their 
5/»/, Dan, ix. 24. Zech, xiii. i. And the anticnt Tra- 
dition-of the Je<w5 was purfuant to this. That, at tho 
Coming of the Meffiah, the Temple (hould be a Den of 
Thieves. Rabbi Juda in Maforeta, And a Time of 
great Corruption. Talmud* tit. ds Sjnedrio and de PcnJc 
rihtts. Sec, 

But more than this, the very Cafe is put of their 
being moft Jinful\ and it is exprefly faid, that this 
flioald not hinder the fulfilling of the Prophecies con- 
cerning the Coming of fhe Meffiah, fpoken of as the 
Son of David, 2 Sam, vii. 14, 151 16. P/al, lxxxix.'30« 

33. '0 37. 

But it WBapropheJiedthsLt they (hould not know their 
Meffiah, and flioold reject him when he came ; that he 
ibould be z Stone of Stumbiing, and 2l Rock ofOJcnce 
to them, Ifai, viii. 14, 15. ; and that their Eyes Jhould 
he chjed, that they (hould not onderdand their own 
Prophets, chap. xxix. 9, 10, 11. That their Builders 
fhould rejeS the Head Stom of the Corner, Pfal. cxviii. 
22. Andf the like in feveral other Places of their own 
Prophets, And thus they miftook the Prophecy con^- 
ceming the Coming of EBas, whom, it is faid, they 
knenv not, but did to him *what they iified; and fo the 
fame of C^n/?, Matth.xvii, 12. And it is faid, 1 Cor. 
n. S. That, had they inonjun it, thej nvouldnot hstve^ 
crucifod thf Lord of Glorj.. 

G 4 De. 
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Db. This indeed Colves the Prophecies ^ both thofe of 
the Coming of the Mefftah^ and of the Jrwj not knonu^ 
ing him, and therefore rrjeaing Kim : And likewife 
obviates this Excufe of theirs : for if they were very 
finful at that Timey it was a greater Funijbment of their 
Sin not to kn(ywt and to Vije^ their Meffiab, than his 
not Coming at that Time would have been. 

Chr. The great ^/« mentioned, for which they were 
punifhed by feveral Capti'vities^ was their Idolatry 5 the 
laft and longeft of which Capti'vities was that Qif(rventj 
Years in Babylon. Since which time they have forfaken 
their Idolatry y and have never been Nationally guilty of 
it flnce, but always had it in the utmoft Abhorrence. 
But fmce their rejefling their MeJJiah^ they have been 
now near eighteen hundred Years^ not in a Capti<vity 
where they might be all together, and enjoying their 
own Lamij Go'vernment, and Worjhipy' in fome Manner; 
but dijperfid over all the World, without Country of 
thtir Ovvn, or King^ or Priefty or Temple^ or Sacrifice ^ 
or any Prophet to comfort them, or give them Hopes 
of a Refioration, And all this come upon them, not 
for their eld Sin of Idolatry^ but from that Curfe they 
imprecated upon themfelves, when they crucified their 
MiJ/iahy (^lyixig^ His Blood be en us^ and our Children : 
Which cleaves unto them from that Day to this, and 
IS vifiblc to all the World, but to themfelves ! And 
what other Sin can they think greater than IdoJatty, 
for which they have been punijhed fo much more ter- 
ribly than for all their Idolatries ? What othei Sin can 
this be, but their crstcifying their MeJJiah ? And here' 
they may fee their Jitiful State, which they allege as 
an Excufe for their McJJiaF^ not comiiig at the Time 
foretold by the Prcpbets^ rendered tenfold more fitful^ 
by their rejeBing him when he came. 

De. Th's is a full Anfujert and con'vincingy as to the 
yews, But have you any more to fay to me ? 
" (13.) Chr. I nave one thing mora to offer, which 
may come under this Head of '^ypesy and that is, Per^ 
Jons who reprefeiited Cbrifi ia feveral Particulars, and 
fo might be called /^r/c/?fl/ Tv/^i* 

. ■ " And 
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And I will not apply thefe out of my own Head, bnt 
as they are appKed in the New Teftament j which hav- 
ing all the Marks of the Old Ttftament^ and flrongef 
E^idenct than thefe, in thofe Marks we are now upon^ 
their Authority is indifputable. 

(i.) I beein wdsLAdam^ who gave us Life^ and 
l^eath too : And Otrift came, by his Death ^ to reftore ui 
to Life again, even Life Eternal, Hence Chrifi is called 
the'fecond Adam^ and Jdam is called the Figure ofCbrift. 
The Parallel betwixt them is iniifted on, Rom,v, i2r 
to the End, and i Cor. xv. 45, to 50. E've received 
her Life from Adam, as the Clmreb fvm Cbrift. She 
was taken out of the Side of Jdam^ when he was in a 
dead Sleep ; and zhtr Cbrift was dead^ th,^ Sacraments of 
/f^<?/^r and Blood Aowed out of his ^iVir ; that is. Bap* 
tifm^ whereby we are bom into Chrift \ and the Sacra* 
ment of his Bloody whereby Vie zxt nouri/bed into eternal 
Life. ^ ^. 

(2.) Enocb was carried up ^/^ into Heaven i as 
J^^'tf^ : One under the Patriarcbal, the other under 
the /iPftf/Difpenfation. In both, ^kjfcenfion oi Chrift 
was fr*efigured* 

(3.) Noah^ a Preacher of Rigbteou/nefs to the old 
World, and /«/i&«r of the new ^ who faved the Church 
hy Water, The like Figure whereunto, even Baptifnt^ 
doth alfo now fave us, i Tet, iii. 20, 21. 

(4.) Milchifedecky that is. King of Righteoufnefs^ and 
King of Pf^f^, and Pr/^ of the moft high God\ who • 
was made like unto the Son of God, a Prieft continually, 
Heb.viu 1,2* 3. 

(5.) Abrabami the Friend of God, und Father of the 
Faltbjst/, Ac Heir of the JForldt Rom.'w, 13. In whom 
all the Nations of the Earth are hlejfed^ Gen. xviii, 18. - 
- (6.) IfaaCi the Heir of this Promife^ was born after 
his Father and Mother were both paft the Age of Ge^ 
neratioQ in the Courfe of Nature, Gon. xvii. 17. xviir. 
J I. Rom. iy, 19. Heh.xi. 11,12. The nearcft 7)'^f 
that could be to the Generation of Chrift wholly with • 
out a Man. And his Sacrifce had a very Ciear Re« 
jfemblance to the Sacrifce and Oeath of Chrift, who lay 

three 
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thice Days in the Qrave $ and Ifaac was i&ree Days a 
dead Man (as we fay in Law) under the Sintenct of 
peathf Gen. xxii. 4. whence Jbraham recesred him in 
^Figur^i Heb. xi* 19. that is, of tkt R^reffion of 
Chnft. And Abraham was commanded to go three 
Days Jonrney, t»facrifice. Ifaac upon the iame Moun- 
tain (according to the Antients) where Cbrift was crth- 
aJUd^ and where Adam was buried. Again, the com- 
mon Epithet of Cbrift^ i. e. ^be only begotten of the 
Father i and his beloved Son, were both given to (faac. 
Gen. xii. a. Hqb. xi. 17. For he was titt enfy Son that 
was begotten in that miraculous Manner, afcer both his 
patemts werc) decayed by Nature. And he was the 
^ly Son of the Pfomije ; whkh was not made to the 
Seed of Abraham in general^ but in Ifaac Jhall thy Seed 
UeaUedt Gen. xxi. ra. He fidth not, and to Seeds, ae 
ffmanu^, but as 4>f ««#. . And to thy Setdi nvhieb is Cbrift, 
Gal. iii. 16. . 

And as ^aat, whieh 'figiiifiies rejoking, or laughing 
for Joy, was thus the on^t begotten of & Parents, & 
Abram fij|nifieS tht gUrtous Father^ wad Abraham (into 
which his Name was changed on the Frotmje of Ifaae, 
Gen. XVH4 %. 16.) fignjfies \!t^Fathtr of a Hukitude, to 
cxpreCs the Coming in of the Qontikt to Chrifty and the 
Increafe of the Gofyeli whence it is there faid to 
Abraham, a Father of many Nations hav$ I made thee* 
And in thy Setd all the Nations of the Earth fiaU be 
". hkffed. 

Ifaac, who was born by Promifi of a Fm-Womem, re- 
prerentedtheC^j?/>«C^«rr^; m Oppofition to .$0hnM#/, 
who was bom aftfer the Flefli, of a Bond-Maid, and 
Unified the Jemjijh Church under the La*tv, See this 
Alhgory carried on, G'aL ir. 21 . to the End. 

(7.} Jacob, his Vifion of the Ladder (Gen. xxviii. 1 2.) 
jhews the Intercourfe which was opened by Chrif be- 
fwixt Heaven and Earth, by his making Peace. And 
to this he alludes, when he fays. Hereafter you fiall 
fee Heaven open, and the Angels of God afcending and 
dtfiending upon the Son of Man, John i. 5 1. 

And 



And 7«£»A's Wreftling with Uttc Angel (Gen. xxxii, 
14, &<-.. Jbiair. xii. 4.) ai^, asitwcre^ fre*vailtng over 
idm by EBrceWx^-hiefi him, Aiewtthe ftrong and power* 
i\s\ htereijfim of Ckrifi : Whereby (as he words it» 
Matth^ xi.. 12.) iftawm fufftr^th ViUenety and the 'violent 
take it by Force. Whence the Name of Jaeoh was then 
lui'iked to .4^«r/;'that is, one who preniaih apoir God^ 
or has Power 4iver him ; Gsid repreTenting himfelf here 
as overcome by us. And the Namd oSlfrael was erer 
after given to the Church \ but much more fo when 
Chrift came, as he iaid, Matih. xi. 1 2. Trom the Days 
of John the Baftijl until notv, the Kingdom of Hea*von 
fuffenti Violence, SiQ, y that is, . from the £rfl Pro^ 
mulgation of ChHfi being come, thenceforward the 
Gentiles began to prds into the GoJfeU and, as by Force^ 
X» take it from die Je^on* This was fignified in the 
Name 7^C(7^, that is, ^Sufplanteri for xht Gentiles here 
liipplanted their ehUr Brother the jfews^ and ftole the 
Bkffing and Heirjbip from them. 

(8.) JoJ^ was fold by his Brethren out ofEmyt 
bat it proved the Prefir^veition of them and all thenr 
Families. And Chrift wi^ fold by his Brethren out of 
£nvy, Msmf xv. 10.' w^ch proved the Means of their 
Mmdemft ioM* And Ghrijt^ as Jofeph, became Lord over 
his Brethren, 

(9.) Jhl0/^# calls ChriJ^ a Prothet like unto himfelf^ 
Devt. xviii. 1 8« He reprefented C^rr/?, the great Law^ 
giwer. And his delivering Ifrael out of &y/^ was a 
*lfpe of Cbrift\ deliveriiig his Church from the Bondage 
of Sin wi^d Hell. 

(ic) Jofima^ called alfa^^^ Heb. iv. 8. over- 
came all the Simmies cA Ifrael y anid gave them Pof&f- 
fion of the Hdj Ltmd^ which was a ^yfe of Hea*ven. 
And Chrift appeared to Jojhuety as Captain of the A(7^ 
of the Lerd^ Jof v. 14^ So ^exj^fi?ua was his Ufivtt'^ 
nsmt reprefentiog him. 

(II.) Samffen^ whcv by his fingle Ftf/nrr and his enon 

Strength^ overtame the PhUi/Hnes^ znd flew more at 

his Death than in ati his Life^ was a Refrefintation of 

Chri/, who trntd iieWine^prefi abtte, and if the People 

♦ • - there 
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fhfire fwai nam wth him ; but his own Arm brought him 
Sa/vathUf Ifai. Ixiii. 3*5. But his Death completed 
his ^i^ory; whereby he overcame all the Rower of the 
Enemy, and having J^ led Principjolities andfenuersj h§ 
made a She*w of them openly , triumphing over them in his 
Cro/s, Cohil. 15. 

(12.) David, whofe Son Christ is called, fpeaks 
frequently of him in his own Per/on, and in Events 
which cannot be applied to David, as P/al.xvi, 10. 
Thou ivi/t not leave my Soul in He lit nor fuffer thine Holy 
One to fee Corruption, ¥ ox David has feen Corruption. 
Chrift is faid to fit upon the Throne of David, liai. ix. 7. 
And ChriJI is called by the Name of Dawid, Hof. iii. 5. 
and frequently in the Prophets. 

David from a Shepherd became a King and a Prophet i 
denoting the threefold Office of Chrift, Paftoral, Regal, 
and Prophetical, 

(13.) Solomon, the wifeft of Men ; his peaceable and 
magnificent Reign represented the triumphal State of 
Chrifi^s Kingdom, which is defcribed, Pfal, Ixxii. (in* 
{jzrihed for Solomon, there call^the King's Son.) but far 
exceeding the Glosy of his Reign, or what can pofhbly. 
be applied to him, as ver^ 5.. §. 11. 17. Hut his Reigm- 
came the neareft of any to ijiat uni^erjal and gUrsqus. 
Reign there defcribed ; particularly in his being chofeiL 
to build the Temple, becaufe he was a Man of Peace, 
and bad ihed no Blood, like David his Father, who 
conquered the Enemies of Ijraeh, but Solomon built the 
Church, ih full Peace j and as it is particularly fet dowo^ 
I Kings vi. 7. And no doubt he was ordered by God fo 
to do. That the Houfe; nsjhen it was in building, voas 
built of Stone made ready before if was brought thither:- 
So that there was neither Hammer nor Ax, nor any Tool 
of Iron heard in the Houfe, ivhile it 'was in building* 
Which did denote that the Church of Chrift was to be 
built not only in Peace, but without Noife or Confufiom. 
4s Ifaiah prophefied of him, chap. xlii. 2. Hejfoallnot 
cry, nor lift up, nor caufe his Voice to be heard in the. 
Street : a bruifed Reed fhall he mt break, &<. He was 
not to conquer wit;h the Sword, a$ the ^W/'/ftr fubdued. 

Canaan j^ 
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Catfaak ; but to overcome by Metknefsy and doing GW 
to \l\% Enemies^ and ^2Xisxi^y fuffering all Injuries from 
them* And fo he taught his Followers, as St. Paul 
fays, 2 Tim, \u 24. The Servant of the Lord mufi not 
/iri*ue, but be gentle unto all Menr^In Meehnefi inftru3ing 
thofe that opfo/e themfelmes^ &c. 

And I cannot think but there was fome Imitation 
of this peaceable Temple of Solomon in the Temple of 
Januf among the Romans ; for that was never tO be 
fiut but in time of Peace^ which happened rarely among 
them ; bat three Times in all their Hiftory, The lali 
was in the Reign of Auguftus^ in which time Chrifi came 
into the World, When there was a profound and uni- 
verfal Peace. And fo it became the Prince of Peace^ 
whofe Birth was thus proclaimed by the Angels^ Luke ii. 
1 4. Glory to God on High, and on Earth Peace f Good* 
nvill towards Men. But to go on.'^ 

(14*) Jonah^^ being three Dens and Night's in the 
Belly of the iVhale, was a Sign otChriJft bemg fo long 
in the Heart of the Earth. Chrifi himfelf jxukes the 
Allufion, Matth. xii. 40. 

(15.) But as there were {evtrdl Per/ons, at feveral 
times, reprefenting and prejiguring feveral Particulars 
of the Life and Death of Chrift ; fo there was one 
landing find continual Refrefentation of him appointed 
in the rerfin of die High Priefi under the Leew ; who 
entering into the Holy of Holies once in a Year, with the 
Blood of the great Expiatory Sacrifice^ and he only, to 
make Atonement for Sin^ did lively refrefent our great 
High Priefi^ entering into Heanfen, once for all, with 
his own Bloody to expiate the Sins of the whole World* 
This is largely infifted upon in the Epijtte to the He» 
hr^wsf chap. vii. viii. ix. x. 

And our Deliverance by the Death of Chrift is re« 
prefented, as in a Pi^ure, in that Ordinance of the 
£^04;, That the Man-flayer ^ who fled to oiie of the Cities 
of Refuge^ (which were all of the Cities of the Lenfitis) 
Ihould not come out thence.till the Death of the High 
Prieft % and no Satisfa&iost be taken tiU then 1 and then 

he 
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lie fiiOttld be aeqmtled, and raurM^ info thi Lakd'Vf SH^ 
PoffJ/titH^ Numb, xxxtr. 6. 25, 26, 17, :28. • • ' 

And I cioubt not but the Gemiles had from ]feti€^ 
their j^U, or Tmpies of Rejugs for CHminais. 

(I.) De. There is a Re/mtiante in theie Things : 
But I would not have admitted them as a Pr»o/, if 
you had not fupported then, at le^aft moft of them, 
with the Authority of the New Te/famettf. Abd itwai 
s6t neceffioy that everyone ihoold be yarned in it; 
for thofe that are named arer only otca^ilaliy ? And 
I muH take time to confider of the^ Sindences yott il'ave 
brought for the Authority of the Ni4tf Teftameftt ; - which 
yott hare made fu|l as great, if 'not greater, ^an the 
iwdences (or the Old Tefiamenf, 

CuKk .1 may fay greater, upon this Head of Prof be*- 
tUs and Types', becaufe thefe are ntyProsfs till they are 
fulfilled. Though then thej fro<oe the Truth of thefe 
PHfheciis ra^Typa ;. and fo tai one confirms the dther : 
But the whole Enfidenc^ of the Lenv is not made stppa- 
rent, till we fee h fuelled in the GofpeL For which Rea»> 
fon I call the Go/pel the ftrongcft Proof, not c^ly as tti 
kielf, but Ukewife as to the Lmv, And the Jews, as 
much as in them lies, have invalidated this ilronger 
Proof iw the OldTeftameni, which is r,\e fulfilling of it 
in the New. Nay diey have rendered thefe Prophecies 
falie 'y which, they fay, were not fulflkd at the Time 
theyfpakeof) and never now t^i. \^ fulfilled: And 
as no Fm3, bat that of our Chtift al6ne=, tv& had the 
Emdgnce of Prophecies nnd^ypes ftom the Begihnifig, f6 
^everxaa any4>ther.FA^ ha^'it npw while the World 

(2.) De. Why do youfay, iVw^riwr >^iro?^//f For 
may not God make what Fa^ he pleafes, and give it 
what Evidence he pleafes ? 

Cna. But it caoAot h^e the l^vidence liiat the Fa^ 
of Chrifshxs, vniefs at that Dift^nce of Time hereaf«> 
ter, as from the Beginning o'f theWdrld to 'this Dayj 
Becaufe Gtfi/ took care ^hat the EiHdence bf^Chrift 
fluraid tMtmifi€4 from th^ very BegimngfiA tfab Prmift 
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of Mm made to J Jam ; and to be renewed by the 
Propbeti in all the After-Ages dli he fhould come. And 
the E*vidince of him after hi5 Coining (in which I have 
inftancedy and which continues to this Day) before it 
can belong to any other, Muft hare the fame Compaf^ 
of Timt that has gone to confirm this E^vidence ; elfe 
it has not the fame E^dence, 

(3.) Db. By this Argument the E*vid^ce^ grows 

Jhonger the longer it connnnes ; fmce yon fay, that 

the Prophecits w the Scriptures reach to the. End of tha 

World, and fo will Be further and further fulfilling 

every Day. 

This is contrary to what one of yonr Dolors has ad- 
vanced, who pretends to calculate . 
iht Jge of Evidences^ that in fuch a Cr^i^.Theo* 
Time they decays and in fuch a Time logias Chrifti- 
muft die ; Ana that the E'vidence of anse Principia; 
Chrtftianityt having lafled fo long, is Mathematical 
upon the Dea^^ and maft wear oat 1 699. 
fooBy if not (ttppHed by ibme freih 
and new Evidence, 

Chu. This may be true as to Fables ^ which have nxS 
Foundation ; but is that Prophecy I mentioned to you> 
of the Dijherfionf and yet wonderful Prefervationy of the 
Jrws^ lets evident to yott, becaufe it was made fo long 
ago? 

De. No. Pt is much more evident for that. If I 
had lived at the Time when thbfe Prophecies were 
made, I fanfy I fhould not have believed one Word of 
them ; but wondered at the AJfurance of thofe who 
ventured to foretel fuch improbable and iiXmo^impoJpbli 
Things. 

AxSi I fiiould have thought the fame of what yoa 
have toW me of your Cbrift foretelling the Progrefs 
of his Gojpelf at the firft fo very /leader Appearance of 
it, and by the nueak and improbable Means y as only 
/ujiring znd dving for It i which, to me, would have 
feemed perfea Dej^air, and giving up the Caufe. . I 
fliould have thought of them (as of others) who pro- 
fhefy of Things luter their Time^ that they might not 

be 
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\>t coRtradi&ed while they /i'veJ. But thy feeing fo 
much of thefe Profbeciet concerning the Jews^ and the 
Vrt>grefs of the Goftil^ come tp pafs fo long Time after, 
13 the only thing tnat makes me lay 2iStre/s upon them, 
and which makes them feem ^wonderful to me. 

Chr. When the Prfbecies (hall all be fully com* 
pleted at the End of the World, they will then feem 
ftrongefi of all. Thq^ will then be undeniable^ when 
Cbrift fhall viiibly defcend from Heaven (in the fame 
Manner as he afcended), to exicnte both what he has 
promifed and tbreatened. Andi in the mean time, the 
Propbecies lofe none of their Force, but their E*vidence 
increafes, as tbe Light Jbineth more emd nwe unto tbe 
perfeil Day. 

(VIII.) De. I obferve you have made no Ufe of that 
common Topic of the l^ruth and Sincerity of the Pen- 
fften of the Hcriptures, and what Intereft they could have 
in fetting up thefe Things, if they had beenyii^. For 
this can amount at moil but to a Probability. And 
you having produced thofe Evidences which you think 
infallible^ it might feem a leifening of your Proof to 
iniift upon bare Probabilities. So that, I fuppofe, you 
give that up. 

(i.) Chr.) No, Sir, I give it not up, though I have 
not made it the chief Foundation of my Argument. A nd 
if it were but a Probability, it wants not its Force ; for it 
is thought unreafonable to deny a flagrant Probability, 
where there is not as flrong a Probability on the other 
Side; for then that makes z Doubt: But otherwise. 
Men generally are fatis6ed with Probabilities, for there 
is the greateft part of our Knowlege. If we believe 
nothing but what carries an infallible DemoftftratioH 
along with it, we muft be Sceptics in mod Things in 
the World : And fuch were never thought the w/eft 
Men. 

But befides, a Probability may be fooner difcerned 
by fome, than the Infallibility of a Demonfiration. 
Therefore we mufi not lay afide Probabilities. But, in 
this Cafe, I think there is an infallible AiTorance, a$ 
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infattihU as ^t^enfes of all Mankind. And I fuppoib 
you will. not afk a greater. 

(2.) De. How can you fay that} When the faffer- 
ing of AjfltBioHs^ and Death itfelf, is bat a Probability 
of the Truth of what is told us. Becaufe feme hatre 
fuffered Death for Errors, 

Chr. But then they thought them true. And Men 
may be deaived in their Judgments : We feem any Ex- 
amples. of k. But if the Fa&s related be fuch, as^ chat 
it is impojpble for thofe who tell them to be impofed upon 
themfelves, or (or thofe to whom d^y are told to be- 
lieve them, if not true, without fuppofing an univerfal 
Deception of the Senjes^ of Mankind, then,. I hope, I 
have brought the Cafe up to that infallible Demonftra'^ 
Hon I promifed. And this is the Cafe of the FaSs re- 
lated in Holy Scripture. They were told by thofe who 
faw thenr, and V// them s and they were told ta thofe 
who fafw them likewiie themfelves ; and the Melaten 
appealed to- this* So that here could be no Deceit, 

De. I grant there is a great Difference betwixt £r« 
rors in Opinion^ and in Faff i And that fuch Fa&s z% 
are tdd of Mofes and of Cbriftt could not hav^ pafTed 
upon the People then alive, and who were fkid to hmre 
fees thent. And I find that both Mofis^ Cbrifi, and the 
JpefiUsr did appeal to what ^e People they fpoke td 
liaifoen themielves„ 

Chu. With this Codiderationv their potient^s^r- 
inf even unto Death for the Truth of what they taught^ 
will be a fM Demonftration of i^t Truth of it. 

(3)* Add to this> That tYntiv Enemies who perf-.cutei 
them, the Romam as weR as Je^Sj to whom they ap- 
pealed 9S Witnejfes of the Fa^r, did not ofier> to deny 
them : That none of the Jpoftatei from Cbrifiianity did 
attempt to* deteS any Faljhood in the fa&s v (hough they 
might have had great Rewards if th^ eould have done 
k ;- the Roman Emperors being then Pcrfecuters of Cir/. 
fiamtf, and for three hundred Years- z&a Qhrifi, And 
yuUan the Emperor afterwards X^axvitdApeJlatej ^ ho had 
been Initiated in the Sacra of Chrijiianity y yet could 
-not he ^/r^ any of the jptf^/. . 
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(4.) Audit was a particular Providence for the fiar« 
ther Evidence of Chri/ianity, That all the civil Go'vem' 
9ttents in the Wprld were w^gainfl it fi>r the firft three 
hundredYf^^xSy led it might be faid (as it is ridiculoufly 
in your Jmintor)^ That die Awe of liie ci'vU Go^entmcnt 
might hinder thofe who could make the JXete&i»u. 

NoAV, Sir., toappl^y rail that we have iiaad, I deiire 
you would compare thefe 2<uidettces I have brought for 
Chrijiiamty^ With thofe that are pleaded far any other 
Heligivn. 

There are but /^^r in ihe World, ft^"«. Uriflianity^ 
Judaifm^ Heatkenifin^ ^and Mabop^e^Jm.. 

(i.) Chrijiimitj was the Fi>/. For from the -firft 
Promife of Ci^riji made tp .<^l^Wr» during the Fatriarchci 
and 1^4?/ Diipeniatio«vs> dU was Cbrifiiuuity inTj^^^, as 
I have fhewed. : 

: And as to Mafis and the Le*w^ xh^yews can g^ve no 
JEi:idence for that, which will not equally efiMiJh th^ 
^ruth of Chrifi and theG^/{^/. Nor can they difprov^ 
,the Tails^ ofCbrJlfiby smy. Topic^ which will not like- 
wife difproye all thofe t)f jl^5 and xk^ Prti\ph€U. 
So that they, are ii^d^d in on <every Side. They onuft 
jcither renounce Mafii^ Cr. acknowledge iCj^r(/?. 
.. Mq/ss and the La*w hav& the i&rfl five Evidences^ but 
they have not ihcjixfh And the /efJientb, which are Uie 
flrongeft. 

This is ^ to' yW^^ before C&r?}? caiae. But fisce, 
as it now ftands in O^ofitim to Chrifiianity^ in favour 
of any future Mejfiah^ it has none of the E^uidemfes ac 
all. C^ the contrary, th«ir own Profkeci^s and Tyfes 
make againfbchem ; for th^r Pn^hecies akteJuifiUedt and 
.their Types Td^eeofed^ and. caiwct belong to «ny 0ther 
MeJJiah who fbouldcome hereafter. They ^nd now 
more naked than the Hetotbens or the Mtbomttfini* 

(2.) Next for Ihathemfm ; fome of the EaQs recorded 
of their Gfl^^rhaTe .the firfi ^fk^ Jsiond E'vidences, and 
ifome the third ; but not one of them theyai<r/i&, or any 
fof the other JJi/iVipiUfw^ 

But, truly and projpedy -fpealMug^ aj^d lif fWe 4ivitl 
take the Opinion 6f the l^he0si!l:imDifX\9s^ they weiip 

no 
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no Fa3s et all ; but mythological Fables^ invented to 
cxpnsfs fome -moral V\ttues or Vicesy or the Hiftozy of 
Uahire^ fiu^d Power of the Elempus, &c. As likewiift 
to turn great Part of the Ifiji^ of the OU Teftavtent 
into Fat/e^t and^nake it ^eir own^/ior th^ difdained 
to borjiow from .the JeiAj^. Tiv^y.^^de Qo^is of Men^ 
and -the moft 'vioH^us -f^o : Infomoch that fome of theit 
wjij/e Men thought it. a Corruf>tion of Youth, to read 
the Htfiory of their Gods, whom they ri^refented as no« 
torious Zr/^rj, Thieves, Adulterers, Sec, thoqgh they had 
fome Mythhgj hid ander all that. 

And as Men were their Gadi, fo they mMe the firft 
Matt to be Ftf/i&^ of the Gods^ &nd called him Saturn ; 
not, begot fa^ any M^n^ bixt the Son of d^hs and ^1^9 
that is, of Heaven and Earth, And hia maiming h^a 
Father with a fi«cl Scythe, Was to ihew jiow Heaven it- 
felf is impaired by Time, whom they .painted witk 
^ings^ ana a ^ry/^^ mowiivff down all Things. And Sai- 
turn eatiAg up his own Children, was on^ to expreft 
Yiovi Time devours all its own rrodudions. And hi$ 
being depofed by Jupiter his Son, ihews, That Time,^ 
9vhich wears av^ay all other Thiiigs^ is worn away iV 
felf at l^ft.. 

Several of the Heathen ^|f//^^j have given us the 
Mythology, of their Gods, with which I .will not detain 
you. 

They tpcprejfed every thing, and <worfiifed every 
fKitig, under the Name of a Godi as the God of Skept 
of Mufick, of .Eloqnence, tif Hunting, Driniing, Lo*ve^ 
War, 4f€, They had above Thirty thot^and of them» 
^nd in what they told of themi and as chey defer ibe4 
ihem* they often traced ih.e /acred Story, 

Ovid^ie^xi^.hi^Metamorphofisvfixh. a perfect Poetkat 
.Verfion of the Begimiing oiGwefis, Ante Mare isf Terf^ 
rat ■ Then gpes on widi the Hillory of the Crca*' 
tion i the Formation of Man out of the Dad of th? 
l^arth, and his being made alter the Image t^iGoi, and 
to have Dominion over the inferior Creatures. Thefi 
^ tells, of jthe g^neral^Cofruption, and the Giants bi^ 
fore the Floods when the Earth wa& filled. witb Violemcej; 
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tor which all Mankind, with the Beafii and the Fowl, 
wcfc dcftroycd by the ttniverfal Deluge ; except only 
DeucaUon and Pyrrba his Wife, who were faved in a 
^9^, which landed them on the Top of Mount Par- 
•^ffw ; and that from thefe two the whole Earth was 
repeopled. I think it will be needlefs to detain the 
i^dcr with an Application of this to the Hiftory of 
the Creation fct down by IStJes^ of the floods and the 
Ark wherein l^oab was faved, and the Earth repeopled 
by him, feTr. 

And Noah was plainly intended likewife in their 
Got Janus, with his two jF«r// ; one «A/, looking back- 
ward to the old World that was deftroyed ; the other 
youngs looking forward to the mw World that was to 
fpring from him. 

So that even their turning the Sacred Hiftory into 
Fahle^ is a Confirmation of it. And there can be no 
Comparifon betwixt the Truth of the Faffs, fo «/- 
tejted as I have (hewed, and the Fables that were made 
from them. 

(5.) Laftly, as to the Mahometan Religion, it wants 
all the Evidences we have mentioned ; For there was no 
Miracle faid to be done by Mahomet publicly, and in 
the Face of the Worlds but that only of conquering 
with the Stoordm Who faw his Me/ra, or Journey from 
Mecca to Jerufalem, and ther.ce to Heamen, in one Nighty 
and back in Bed with his Wife in the Mcmiing ? Who 
was prefent and beard the Converfation the Moom had 
wkh him in his Cave f It is not faid there was any 
Witnefs. And the Alcoran, c. vi. excufes his not work- 
ing any Miracles to prove his Miffion. They fay, 
that Msfes and Cbrift came to (hew the Clemency and 
Qoodnefs of Gody to which Miracles were neceflary ; 
but that Mahomet came to ihew the Power of God^ 
to which no Miracle was needful bot that of tha 
S*word. 

(i4 And his Alcoran is a Rhapfody of StsflT widiont 
Head or Tail, one would think wrote by a Madmatt^ 
#ith ridiculous 7itUsy as the Chafter ef the Cow, d 
the Spider, &€. 
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And thAr Legends are mach more fenfelefs than tko(e 
of the Papifts I as of an Angela the Diftance betwixt 
whofe two Hands is feventy thoufand Days Journey. 
Of a GpovV-HeW with Hams which havey^r/v thoufand 
KnotSf txiA forty Days Journey betwixt each Knot, And 
others which have feventy Mouths, and every Mouth 
feventy Tongues, and each Tongue praifes God fe*venty 
Times a Day, va feventy different Idioms. And of Wax 
Candles before the Throne of G^^/, which zxeff>y Years 
Journey from one End to the other. The Alcoran (ays, 
the Earth was created in tixjo Days, and is fupported 
by an Ox which ftands under it, upon a nvhite Stones 
with his Head to the Eajl^ and Ms 7Vu7 to the i^^, 
having forty Horns, and as great a Diftance betwixt 
every Horn as a Man could walk in a thoufand Years 
Time. ^ 

Then their Defcription o^ Heaven, in a full Enjoy* 
mefit of Wine, Women, and other like grofs fenfuat 
' Pleafares. 

(2.) When you compare this with OKLtHoly Serif tureSf 
you will need no Argument to make you fee the Dif^r- 
cnce. The Heathen Orators have admired thc/uhlimt 
of the Stile of our Scriptures, No Writing in the World 
comes near it, even with all the Difadvantage of oar 
Tranflation ; which, being obliged to be literal^ muft lofe 
much of the Beauty of it. The Plainnefs and Suc*^ 
einanefs of the hiftorical Part, the Melody of the Pfalms, 
the InftruSion of the Pro*uerhs, the Majefy of the. Pro^ 
fhetSf and, above all, that eafy Snueetriefs in the Ne<w 
Teflementy where the Glory of Hea<ven is fet forth in a 
grave and moving Exfreffion, which yet reaches not 
the Height of the SuhjeS i not like the Flights of Rheto^ 
riV, which fet OMi fmall Matters in great Words. Fut 
the Holy Scriptures touch the Heart, raife Expe^iationr^ 
confirm our Faith, g^ve Peace of Confcience^ and 7<i^ iii 
the ^0^ Gi&0/?, which is inexprefphle. All which you 
• will experience when you once come to believe : Yqu 
^will then bring forth thefe Fmits of die Spirit, when 
you receive the W9rd YiVJx pure Affe&ion, as ive^prd/ 
in our Utany,, 
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(.3.) Bat, &IM,, if there is Truth in the JUcoran^ Aea 
the Hdy Serif tutrsjSLte the Word of God; for the JIcffroM 
fays fo, ana that it was fent to confirm them, even the 
Scriptures of both the Old and New Teftament. And k 
e:q>refly owns our Jejfus to be the MeJJiah. At the End 
4)f the fourth Chap, it has thefe Words, The M^ak» 
'Jefus^ the Son of Mary ^ is a Prophet^ 4Uid an Angel of 
Codi his Wordy and his Spirit ^ nuhichbefent to Mary, Bat 
it ^ves him not the Name of Son of Gody for this 
wife Reafon, Chap. vi. How JhaU God have a Son, who 
hath no Wives P Yet it owns Jefus to be born of a 
pure Virgin^ without a Many by the Operation of 
the Spirit of God, Aiid in the fame Chapter, tliis Ma- 
homet acknowleges his own Ignorance, and fays, / 
told you not thai I had in mf Power all the Treafvres tf 
Godi neither that 1 had iCnoiwlege of the future and paft % 
nor do affirm that J am an Jngel. I only aB nuhat hath 
heen infpiredinto me. Is the Blind like him thatjeeth clear " 
ly f And after fays, I am not your Tutor, Every thing 
h^th its Time, TjojiJhaJl hereafter underfiaadthe Truth, 

This is putting off, and bidding them expe£i fome 
bther after Mahomet. Bnt our Jefus faid, he was our 
Tutor and Teachery and that there was none to come 
after him. Mahomet faid, iie was no Jngely but that 
Jefus was an Angel of God: But when God bringeth 
Jefus into the World, he faith. Let all the Angels of 
'God worjhip himy Heb. i. 6. And he made iiim Lord 
of all the Angels. Mahom£t knew not what was pafl» 
'or to come : But our J^fus knew all things, and 
what was in the Heart ofcvexy M^ (J^* ii. ^4, «5.) 
which none can do but Goi/ oxUy, i Edn, yiii. 39. And 
foretold Things to come to the End of the World; 
Mahomet had not all the Treafures oi.Godi b(Ut in Jefits 
are hid all the Treafures ofWifdon^ and KnowUge, For 
in him dwelleth all the Fahefs of the Godhead todily. 
Col. ii. 3, 9. 

Again, iUhomet never csdltihltskklf the MeJ^h, or 
j the Wordy or Spirit ofG^d^ yet, all thcie i^ppclUdont 
lie gives to our Jifus. 

'^ ' . There 
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There were IPropbecies of Jefus^ Which we hare (ecu: 

Were there aiiy of Mt^omet ? luiontj except of the 

fklfi Chriftsy andfalJePrephets, which 7^j told ihould 

come after him ; and bia us beware td'ihem, 'for tiiat 

they fhould decei've many, 

(4.} D^, fiat li Mahomet gave thus die Pre f erence 
^ Chrift in every thing, and faid tiiat his Akoran was 
only a vConfirmation erf* the G&fpely how came lie to let 
it up againfl the Go/pei^ and to reckon the Cbriftitars 
among the UnheUtvers ? 

Chr. No otherwife than as other ftnf/w did, who 
called themfelves the only true "C^r^fiurj, and inventejEl 
new Interfretatians of die ^criftures. The ^ocimntts 
xow charge whole Xlhrifiiamty with Jlpoftacy^ Idolutryy 
and Polytheifm : And the Akeran is but a Syftem of tne 
old Arianifin ill-^igefted, and worfe put together, with 
a Mixture of fome Heatkemfm and Judatfm. For Ma- 
bamet*s Fscther 'Was an Heatheity^ his Muther a Jenuefsy 
and his ^utor was Sergius the Mmi, a Ntfterian ; whkh 
S^/? was a Branch of Arianifin, Thefe, crudely mixed, 
made up the Farrago of the Alcoran ; but the prevail- 
ing Part was Arianifin : And where -ttet fpread itielf 
•in the £afiy there Mahomftifm fucceeded, and fprung 
-out of it ; to let ^U Chriftians fee the Horror of that 
Herofy'! And OUT Sociniant now among us, who call 
tthemielves C/«//^«iri'^ are much more ilf^^i&oOT^/tfffj-than 
-Chriftians, For, except ibme fer/onai Things as to 
Mahomett they agree almoft wholly in his Do6irine ; 
4ind, as fuch, aadr-e^d *themfelves to the Morocco 
Ambaffador here, in the Reign of King Char Us II. 
^or do tliey fpeak -more honourably of €brift,'*tind 
•the Hofy Soriftnres'f -than the Alcoran does. And 
-these is no irror •ooacerning Chrift in tiie Alcoran^ 
Jbut what iwas broached before by the Heretics .of 
'<lbrijUanity\ as that Chrift did not fuller really, but 
.in Appearance only ; or that fome other was cruci* 
fted'vBL his Stead, bat he taken up into Hewven^ as the 
Alcoran ipeaks. So that, in Stridlnefs, I (hould not 
haire veckoncd Mahometifin as one of the four Religions 
:ia tfao#W4^>bot lu^oHeof ihe ibrejics of Chnftiamty. 
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But bectofe of its great Nam^, and it$ having Tpi'ead 
fo far in the World, by the Conquefts oi Mahomet^ and 
hi» Followers, and that it is vulgarly underftood to be 
a di&ind ReSgton by itfelf, therefore I have con^dered 
it as foch. 

And as to your Concern in the Matter, you fee plain- 
ly, that the Alcoran comes in Atteftation and Confir- 
matiim Qi the ¥^i of Chrift^ and of the Holy Serif- 
iura. 

Db. I am not come yet fo far as to enter into the 
Difputes of the feveral Se£ts of Cbriftiauity. But as to 
the Faff of Chriftt and of the Scriptures in general, Ma*' 
bometi/m I fee does rather confirm than oppofe it. 

Chr. What then do you think of Judaifm, as k 
now ftands in Oppofition to Chriftianitf P 

De. Not only as without any E*vidence, the Time 
prophefied of for the Coming of the Mejfiab being long 
iince pad ; but all their former E<vidences turn diredly 
againft them, and againft any Mejfiah whoever here* 
after (hould come. As that d&e Sceptre (hould not de- 
part from JuJah ; that he ihould come into the feconi 
Temple ; that the Sacrifices (hould ceafe foon after his 
Death ; that Da*uid (hould never want a Son to £t up- 
on his Throne ; that they (hould be many Days with- 
out a Kingy and without a Prince^ and without a Sor 
crificet &c. which tliey do not fuppofe ever will be the 
Cafe after their Mejfiah is come : So that they are Witt- 
nejfes againft thcmfel<ve5* 

Cur. And what do yoa think of the^i»fw<of thft 
Heathen Gods P 

De. I believe them no more thaa all the Stories in 
O^iis Metamorpbofiss. Nor did the wiier if««/i&^ be- 
lieve them ; only fuch///y People as fuck in- all the Po>- 
pjfilf Legends without examining. And to tell you the 
Truth, I thought the fame ot all the Stffri£i in your 
Bible. But I will take time to examine thofe Proofi 
you have given me. For we Deifts do not difpute 
againft CbriJIiamtyt in behalf of any other Relipont of 
the Jews^ or Heathens, or Mahometans., all which pre- 
tend to Revelation i but wc are. agjwft aU Rgvelatimui. 
4 an' 
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] and go only npon bare Nature, and what oar ow* 
: Reafin didates to us. 

(i.) CHR.WhatATtf/ffr^diftateSy it diflatesto all; at 

kaft to the tfuf/i and the Geueralityj)( Mankind. And ii^ 
' we meafure by this, then it will appear a natural No- 
' tion, that there is Neceflity of Re^dation in Religion. 

And herein you have all the World againft you from 

the very Beginning : And will you plead iVi8/«/v againU 
J allthcie? 

Db. The Nation came down from one to another* 

from the Beginning, we know not how. 
V Ch R. Then it was either Nature from the Beginning ; 

or elfe, it was from Revelation at the Beginning; whence 
^ the Notion has defcended through all Pojierities to this 

' Man Yi^d fallen, and his Reafon was corrupted (as we 
> feel it upon us to this Day, as fenfibly as the Difeafes 
; and Infirmities of the Body), was it not highly reafon^ 
^^ able that God ihonld give us a Law and Directions hov/ 
lofernfe and wor/hif him ? Sacrifices do not feem to be 
\ any natural Invention. For why fhould taking away 
r the Life of my Fellow ^ creature be acceptable to God^ or 
j., a Worfhif of him ? It would rather feem an Offence 
;^ againft him : But as l^ypes of the great and only Propi- 
tiatory Sacrifice oiCbrift to come ; and to keep up our 
L, Faith in that, the Infiitution given with the Re<velati9» 
of it appears moil rational. And that it was neceffary^ 
< the great DefeSion fhews, not only of the Heathens^ but 
g^ of the Jews themfelves ; who, though they retained 
\ the Infiitution^ yet in a great meafure loft the true 
. Meaning and Signification of it; and are now to be 
brought back to it, by reminding them of the Infiitu^ 
I'j tion, and the Reafon of it. 

I Plato, in his Alcibiad. \u de Precat. has the fame Rea* 

r foning ; and concludes, that we cannot know of our-* 

felves what Petitions will be pleaiing to God, or what 

', Worfhif to give him ; but chat it is neceflary a Law^ 

J giver Ihould be. fent from Heaven to inftruA us. And 

?uch an one he did expeA. And bow greatly do Idefire 
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tc fee that Man ! fays he. And wAtf // he ? The pri- 
mitive tradition of the expedied Meffiab had no doubt 
come to him, as to many others of the Heathen^ from 
the Jenjtjs ; and likely from the Perufal of their Serif- 
tures, . . 

For PiatQ goes further, and fays (de Leg. 1. 4), 
That this Lanvgi'ver mufl be more than Man. For he 
obferves that every Nature is governed by znoiher Natun 
that is fuperior to it; as Birds and Bea^s by Man, who is 
of a diftittS 2Lnd fuperior Nature. So he infers, that this 
Lawgiver, who was to teach Mia what Man could not 
knt)w by his own Nature, muft be of a Nature that is 
fuperior to Man, that is, of a ^/V ;«^ Nature. 

Nay, he gives as lively a Defcription of the Perfon^ 
Qualifications, Life, and Death of this Divine Man, as 
if he had copied the liii. of I/aiah : For he fays (de 
Repuh. 1. 2,), that this ju^ Perfon muft be poor, and 
void of all Recommendations but that of Virtue alone : 
That a cwicked World would not bear his InfiruBions and 
Reproofs and therefore, within three or four Years after 
he began to preach, he fhould be perfecuted, imprifoned, 
fcourged, and at lafl put to Death. His Word is 
'AvAOi(^ivJ'vKiv^hffiTAi, that i$, cut in pieces, as they cut 
their Sacrifices. 

De. Thefe are remarkable PafTages, as you apply 
them. And Plato was three hundred Years before Cbrift. 
But I incline to think that thefe Notions came rather 
from fuch Tradition as youfpeak of, than from Nature. 
And I can fee nothing of Nature in Sacrifices ; they look 
more Mke h/itution, come that how it will, 

(3.) Chu. It is flrange, that all the Nations, in the 
PForJd (hould be carried away from what you call Na- 
ture, Unlefs you will take Refuge among the Hot' 
tentots at the Cape of Good Hope, hardly diftinguiibable 
from Beafis, ^to (hew us what Nature left to itfeif would 
dp ! and leave us all the wife and polite World on the 
Side oi Revelation, either real or pretended', and of Opi- 
nion that Mankind could not be without it. And my 
Bufinefs now with yoa has been to difiioguifb the reed 
trom the pretended. 

(40 
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(4.) De. By the Account you have given, thefe is 
but one Religion in the World, nor ever was. For the 
Je^ijh was but ChriJHanity in T^ype^ though in time 
greatly corrupted: And the Heathen was a greater Cor- 
ruption^ and founded the Fables of their Gods upon the 
Fa£is of Scripture: And the Mahometan^ you fay, is 
biit« Herejf^ of Chri/tiimity. So that all is Chri/tianity 

Ckr. It is true, Goi/gave but one Revelation to the 
Worldy which was that of Cbrift : And as that was 
€orrupted, new Re<velations were pretended > B ut God has 
guarded his Re*velations with fuch E^vidences^ as it was 
not in the Power of Men or De^vils to counterfeit, or con- 
trive any-thing like them. Some bear Refemblance in 
one or two Features, in the firft tiuo or three E^vidences 
that I have produced ; but as none reach the fourth, 
fo they are all quite deltitute of the leaft Pretence to 
the remainingyoj^r. So that when you look upon the 
Face of divine Revelation, and take it all together^ it is 
impoflible to miflake it for any of thofe Delufiom which 
the Devil has fet up in Imitation of it. And they are 
made to confirm it, becaufe all the Refemblance they have 
to Truth, is that wherein they are any-ways like it ; but, 
when compared with it, they (hew as an ill drawn 
Pi£ture,hB.\{ Man, half Beaft, in Prefence of the beauti- 
ful Original, 

(5.) De. It is ftrange, that, if the Cafe be thus 
plain as you have made it^ the whole World is not im- 
mediately convinced. 

Chr. If the Seed be never fo good, yet if it be 
Town upon Stones, or among Thorns, it will bring forth 
nothing. There are Hearts of Stone ; and others fo 
filled with the Love o^ Riches, with the Cares and P/ea^ 
fures of this Life, that they will not fee ; They have not 
a Mind to know any-thing which they think would 
difturb them in their Enjoyments, or lefTen their Opinion 
of them \ for that would be taking away fo much of 
their Pleafure, Therefore it is no eafy Matter to per- 
fuade Men to place their Happinefs in future Expecla* 
tionsf which is the Import of the Gof^eL And in preiT- 
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tne this, and bidding the WorUiy-minJed AzxiAon their 
beloved Vices^ and telling the fatal Con/equences of them, 
nve muft expedt to meet not only with uieir Scom and 
Contemftf but their otmoft Rage and Impatiencif to get 
rid of us, as fo many Enemies of their Lufts and P/rtf- 
^r^/. This is the Crofs which our Saviour prepared all 
his Difciples to bear ; who were to fight againft Fiejb 
and Bloedj and all the Alluremetiu of the World. And 
it is a greater Miracle that they have had fo many Fol^ 
Jonvers in this^ than that they have gained to them- 
felves fo many Enemies, The World is iijhrong Man ; 
and till Kftronger than he comes (that is, the toll Per- 
faafion of the Future State), he will keep Poffeffion. 
And this is the Vidory that overcometh the World, 
even our Faitlf. But we Are told alfo, that this Faitl^ 
is the Gi/i of God. For all the Evidence in the World 
will not reach the Hearty unlefs it be prepared (like the 
good Ground) to receive the DoSrine that is taught. 
Till then. Prejudice will create Ohfiinacy^ which will 
harden the Heart like a Rock ; and cry, Nonperfuadebfs, 
eiiamji perfuajeris ! I will not be perfuaded, tho' I (hoold 
be perfuaded! 

You muft confider under this Head too, the manv 
that have not yet heard of the Gojpel: And of thofe 
that have, the far greater Number who-have not the 
Papacity or Opportunity to examine all the Evidences of 
Cbriftianity, but take Things upon Truft, juft as they 
are taught. And how many others are carelefs^ and 
will not be at the Pains y though they want not Capo- 
city, to inquire into the Truth ? All thefe Clajfes will 
include the greateft Part of Mankind. The ignorant, 
the carelefsy the vicious^ and fo the obftinate, the amhi" 
ttousy and the cowetous, whofe Minds the God of this 
Wori^i hath ilinded 

But yet, in the midft of all this Darknefs, G^^/hath 
rot left himfelf without Witnefs ; which will be appa- 
rent to every diligent and fober Enquirer, that is wiV/- 
ing and prepared to receive the Truth. 

(6.) Good Sir, let me aflc you, though you arc of 
no Rtligion, as you fay, but what you call Natural, 

yet 
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ytt wdnld yoa not think me very Intfd/, if T (hotilcl 
deny that ever there was fach a Man as Alexander^ or 
Cafary or that they did fach Things ? If I Ihould deny 
all Hiftmry \ or that Horner^ or /Vrj^V, Dimofihenesy or 
Ciceroy ever wrote fach ^^^ifx ; woald yoa not think 
me perfe£Uy obfiinatef feized with a Spirit of Centra" 
diBioMt and not fit for human Converfation ? 
' And yet thefe Things are of no Confequence to me. It 
is not a Farthing as to my Intereft, whether they are 
true or falfi. 

Will yoa then think yourfelf a reafonahU Man^ if, 
in Matters of the greateft Importance,, even your eternal 
State^ you will^not believe thofe FaSs which have a 
thoufand times more certain and indifputable E'videtice ? 
Were there any Prophecies of C^e/ar or Pompey f Were 
there any Types of them, or public Inftitutions^ appoint* 
ed by zLaw^ to prefigure the great Thifigs that they 
ihould do ? Any Perfons who went before them, to 
bear a 'RefenAlance of thefe Things, and bid us expedt 
that great E*vent ? Was there a general Expe^ation in 
the World of their Comings before or at the Time when 
they came / And of what Confequence was their Comittg^ 
to the Worldt or to Afier-Ages f No more than a RA* 
hery committed a thoufand Years ago I 

Were the Greek and Roman Hifiories written by the 
Perfons who did the Fads^ or by Eye-Witneffes ? And, 
for the greater Certainty y were thofe Hifiories made the 
ftanding La^w of the Country ? Or were they any more 
than our Holin/head AndStoiv, 8cc. ? 

Muil we believe thefe, on Pain of not being thought 
teajbnah/e Men ? And are we then unreafonable and ere* 
dulousy if we believe the Fa£is of the Holy Bible f which 
was the Handing Lanv of tht People to whom it was 
given, and ivrote^ or dilated, by thofe who did the Fa^s, 
with publick Inftitutions appointed by them, as a perpe- 
tual Laiv to all their Generations ; and which, if the 
Fa^s had htttifalfe^ could never have pafTed at the Time 
when the FaSs were faid to be done ; nor for the fame 
Reafon, if chat Book had been wrote afterwards ; be« 
Caufe thefe Infii tut ions (as Circumcifion, the Pafion)ery 

Baptijm^ 
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Ha^ttfm^ &c.) were as notorious TaSs as any / and that 
B^oky fayine they commenced from the Time thai the 
Fa^s were done, mull be found to he/al/e, whenever it 
was trumpt up in After -Ages, by fach Injtitutiom being 
then known. Not like the Feafts Games, tec. in Me- 
mory of the Heathen Gods, which were appointed lon^ 
after thofe Faffs which were faid to be done : And the 
like Liftitutions may be appointed To-morrow» in Me- 
mory of any Faljhood faid to be done a thoufand Years 
ago ; and fo is no Proof iX all. And though a Legendot 
Book of Stories of Things faid to be done many Years 
paft may be palmed upon People, yet a Book of Statutes 
cannot, by which their Caufes are tried ifvery Day. 

Are there fuch Prophecies extant in any profane Hifto' 
iy fo long before xh^Fa^s there recorded, as there are 
m the Holy Scriptures of the Coming of the Meffiab ? 

Were there any ^ypes or Forerunners of the Heathen 
Gods^ or of Mahomet ? 

Is there the like E*videnee of the Truth and Sincerity 
of the Greek and Roman HiftorianSf as of the Penmen of 
the Holy Scriptures P 

Would thcfe Hiftorians have given their Lives for the 
Truth of all they wrote ? 

Did they te]l fuch FaSs only, wherein it was impoffi- 
ble for themfelves to be impofedxx^n, ox that they (hould 
impofe upon others ? Nothing but what themfelves had 
feen axid heard, and they alfo to whom they fpoke ? 

Did they exped nothing but Perfecution and Death 
for what they related ? And were they bidden to bear 
it patiently without Rejiftance ? Was this the Cafe of 
the Difciples of Mahomet, who were required to fght 
and conquer with the Sivord? 

Did any Religion ever overcome by Suffering, but the 
Chriftian only ? 

And did any exhibit \!i\& future State, and preach the 
Contempt of this World, like the Chriftian ? 

De. That's the Reafon it has prevailed fo little. 
And yet, confidering this, it is ftrange it has prevailed 
fo much. 

(7.) 
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(j.) But there is one thing yet behind, wherein I 
would be glad to have your Opinion, becaufe I find 
your Dinnms differ about it : And that is. How we 
ihall know to diftingui(h betwixt true and ifalfe Mi'^ 

. And this is neceflary to the Subject we are upon. 
For the Force of the FaSs you allege ends all in this. 
That fuch miraculous Fads are a fumcient Atteftation of 
fuch Perfons being fent of Godi and, confequently, that 
we are to believe the DoSrine which they taught. 

You know we Deifts deny any fuch Thing as Af«* 
raclesf but reduce all to Nature: Yet, I confefs, if I 
had feen fuch Miracles as are recorded of Mofes and of 
Cbrifti it would have convinced me. And for the 
Truth of them, we muft refer to the Evidences you 
have given. But, in the mean time, if there is no 
Rule whereby to diftinguifh betwixt true and falfe Mi* 
racUsy there is an End of all the Fains you have taken. 
For if the Devil can woric fuch Things as appear Mi* 
racles to me, I am as much perfuaded as if they were 
true MiracleSf and wrought by God, And fo Men may 
be deceived in trufting to Miracles. 

The common Notion of a Miracle is what exceeds 
the Power of Nature, To which we fay. That we 
know not the utmoft of the Power of Nature, and con« 
fequently cannot tell what exceeds it. Nor do you pre- 
tend to know the utmoft of the Power of Spirits, whe- 
ther good or evil ; and how then can you tell what ex* 
ceeds their Power F 

' 1 doubt not but you would have thought thofe to be 
true Miracles which the Magicians are faid to have 
wrought in ^gypt $ but that Mofes is faid to have 
wrought Miracles that y/cxt fuperior to them. 

Chr. Therefore if two Powers contend for the Su* 
feriority, as here God and the Devil did, the beft Iflue 
can be is to fee them wrefile together, and then we 
fliall foon know which viftrongeft. This was the Cafe 
of Mofes and the Magicians, of Chrift and the DeviL 
There was a Struggle » and Satan was plainly overcome, 
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* I confisfs I know not the Pa^tr ofSfiri/Sf nor how 
fjiiey work upon Bodies. And by the fame Reafon thac 
a, Spirit can lift a Straw, he may a Mountuin, and the 
whole Eartht for aught I know ; and nay 4o many- 
Things which would appear true Miracles to me, and 
(o might dicti've me : And all I have to truft to, in 
this Cafe, is, the relhaining Power of Godt that he 
will not permit the De^il fo to do. And were it not for 
this, i doubt not but the De*vil could take away my 
Life in an Inftant, or inflidl terrible Di/eafes upon me^ 
as upon Job. -4 

And I think this Qonfideration is the ftrongeft Mo- 
tive in the World to keep us in conftant Dependence up- 
on God^ that we live in the midfi: of fuch powerfu] 
Enemies as wie can by no means refi^ of ourfelves ; and 
are in their Power every Minute, when God ihall with- 
draw his Prote^ion from us. 

And it is in their Power likewife to work Signs and 
Wonders to deceive us, if God permit. And herein the 
great Power and Goodnefs of God is manifeft, that he 
never yet permitted the Dentil to work Miracles in Op^ 
pofition to whom he fent ; except where the Remedy was 
at Hand, and to ihew his Power the more, as in the 
Cafe oiMofes and the Magicians^ Sec. 

And this is further evident ; becaufe God lias, at 
other times, and upon other Occafions, fuffered the 
De^il to exert his Power » as to make fir^ defcend upon 
J^b's Cattle, isfc. But here was no Caufe of tUUgum 
concerned, nor any l^ruth of Ge?^in Debate. 

Ds. But your Chnfi has foretold, Mattb, xxiv. 24* 
That falfe Chrifts, and falfe Prophets ftiall arife, who 
fliall fiiew great Signs and Wonders, to decei<ve^ if pof* 
fible^ the very Eha, And it is (aid, 2 TbeJT, ii. 9. That 
there (hall be a wicked one, whofe Coming is after the 
Working o£ Satan, with all Power, and Signs, and lyie^ 
Wonders, And it is fuppofed, Deut. xiii. i, &c. That a 
falfe Prophet may give a Sign or a Winder, to draw 
Men after falfe Gods. Here then is Sign againft Sign^ 
and Wonder againft Wwdtr^ and which of thefe ihall 
we believe I 

CHa. 
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Chr. The^jr^, no doubt. For G^?^ cannot contradiS 
himfelfy nor will Ihew ^igns and Wondersy in Oppofi- 
tion to that La'vn which he has eftabliftied by fo many 
^igru and Wonders, Therefore in fuch a Cafe we muft 
conclude, that God has permitted the De'vil to exert his 
Potwer, as againft Mofes and Chrift, for the Tryal of 
our Faithy and to Ihew the fuperior Po<wer of Go^more 
eminently, in overcoming all the Po*wer of the Enemy. 

But, as I faid before, we have a more fure Word, 
that is. Proof, than even thefe Miracles exhibited to our 
outward Sen/esy which is the Word of Prof hecy. Let then 
any fal/e Cbrifty who fhall pretend to come hereafter, 
fliew fuch a Book as our 5M/^, which has been fo long 
in the World (the moft antient Book now extant) tefti- 
fying oihimy foretelling the time, and all other Circum- 
ftances of his Coming, with his Sufferings and Death, and 
all thefe Prophecies exadlly fulfilled in him : And till he 
can do this, he cannot have that E<vidence which our 
Chrift has ; and he muft be ^.falfe Chrift to me : And 
all the Signs that he can fhew will be but lying Wonders, 
to any that is truly cftabliihed in the Chriftian Faith. 

But it may be a ^ryal too ftrong for thofe carelefs 
ones, who will not be at the Pain% to enquire into tire 
Grounds of their Religion, but take it upon Truil, as 
they do the Fajhions, and mind not to frame their Li'ves 
according to it, bst are immerfed in the World, and the 
Pleafures of it. 

(8.) And it will be a juft Judgment upon thefe, that 
tiiey, who (hut their Eyes agninft all the clear E'videncer 
pf the Gojfel, (hould be given up to believe a Lye. And 
the Reafon is given 2 Theff ii. 12. Becaufe they Bad 
Phafurt in JJnrighteoufnefs. They loved Darknefs ra- 
ther than Light, becaufe their Deeds were e<viL 

So that 1 muft repeat what 1 faid before, That there 
10 a Preparation of the Heart (as of the Ground) to re- 
ceive the Truth : And where the DoSrine does not 
pleafe, ao Evidence, how clear foever, ,will be re- 
ceived. God cannot enter, til) Mammon be difpofTeffed. 
We cannot ferve thefe two Mafiers, He who has a 
dear Sight of Hiavrn, cannot value the dull Pleafures 
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of this Life. And It is impoifible that he who is drown' 
cd in Senfe^ can rtliiti /piritual Things. The Love of 
this WorlJ is Enmity againft God, The firft ^w-was a 
Temptation ofSex/e: And the Reparation is, to open 
oar Eyes to the Enjoyment of God. Vice clouds this Eye^ 
and makes it blind lo the only true and eternal Fleafure. 
It is Foolijhui/s to fuch an one. 

Thisy this. Sir, is the iS^xrorii that keeps Men from 
Chrifiianity, It is not Want of Ewdence^ but it is 
Want of Confideration. I woald not fay this to yon, 
till I had iiril gone through all the Topics oi Reafon 
with you, that you might not call it Cant. But this is 
the Truth, As Da'vid fays, To him that orderetb bit 
Con*vtrfation aright^ twill IJhe<w tbe Salivation of God. 
And our Saviour fays. If any Man do the Will ofGod^ 
he Jhall knonu of tbe Dodrine^ nvbetber it be of God ^ or 
^whether I fpeak rf my/elf And no Man can come untv 
me, except the Father drOvj him* 

This was the Reafon why St. John the Baptifi was 
fent zs ^ Forerunner to prepare the W Ay for Chrijf 9 by 
Preaching of Repentance^ to £t Men for receiring the 
Go/pel. And tbey, who repented of their Sins upon his 
Preachings did gladly embrace the Dodrine of Chrifi. 
But they, who would not forfake their Sins^ remained 
obdurate^ though otherwife Men of Senfe and Learnings 
As our Sa'viour told the Priefls and Elders, Matth. xxir 
32. Jcbn came unto you in the Way of Rigbteoufnefs, and 
ye believed him not ; but the Publicans and the Harlots be* 
iseved hint. And ye, nuhen ye had feen it, repented not 
aftercwards, that ye might believe him. And when Cbrift' 
fought to/n^<7rethem for his Dodrine, by telling them. 
That they could not ferve God and Mammon, it is faid, 
J^uke xvi. 1 4. That luhen the Pharifees, tjoho lAjere covetous^ 
heard thefe Things, they derided him. But he inftrudled 
them in the next Verfe (if they would have received it) 
That vihat is highly efteemed amongfi Men, is Abomination 
in the Sight ^God: And inforced this- with the.Exam- 
pie of the Kich Man and Lascarus : And faid. Chap, 
jcviii. 25. That it *was eafer for a Camel to go through 
th$ Eje of a Needle, than for a rich Mtm to enter inta tbe 
4 Kingdom 
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Kingdom of God And^ Chap. xiv. 33. Thzt nuifofiever 
be be tbat forfaketb not all that be batby be cannot be mj 
Dffdple. Now take this in the largeft Senfc, That he 
who is not ready and willing to forfake all, as if he bated 
them, as Cbrifi faid, ver. 269 If any Man come to me, 
and bate not bis Father and Mother, &c. (that is, when 
they come in Competition with any Command oi Cbrift) 
and take not up bis Crofsy and follow me, be cannot be my 
Difciple ; how few Difcifles would he have had in this 
Age ! Would all his Miracles perfaade fome to this ? 
The World is too hard for Heanjin with moft Men ! 
,^-Here is the Caufe of Infidelity. The Love of the 
Worldy the Luft of the Flejb, the Luft'oi the Eyes, and 
the Pride of Life, darken the Heart, and, like Sbutters, 
keep out the Ligbt of Heaven : Till they are removed, 
the Ligbt cannot enter : The Spirit of Purity and Ho* 
linefs will not defcend into an Heart full of all Un- 
cleannefs. If we would invite this Guefi, we muftfweef 
the Houfe, and make it clean. 

But this too is of God : For he only can make a dean 
Heart, and reneW a right Spirit within us. But he has 
promifed this Wifdom to thofe who afk it, and lead a 
godly Life. Therefore ask, and you ihall ba've ; feek, 
and you fhall find\ knock, and it fhall be opened unto 
you. But do it ardently and inceffantly, as he that 
ilriveth for his SouL For God is gracious and merciful, 
longfuffering, and of great Goodnefs; and thofe who 
come to him in Sincerity he will in no-wife call out. 
Therefore^r^j? in Faitb, nothing doubting : And what 
you pray lor (according to his Will) believe it, and yoa 
ihall receive it. 



, To his Grace I commend youv 

1 

I (9.) And with the Fulneis of the Gm//Zfj, O tbat it 

I would pleafe God to take the P'eil of the Heart of the 
yenvs^ and let them fee. That as they have been de- 
ceived by many fsLUeMeJpabs iince Cbrifi came, fo none 
^ whom they exped hereafter can anfwer the Propbecies 
t of the Mejjiab (fome of whicb I have named) -, and 
t therefore 
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therefore no futh can be the MfJJsah who i^ frophefied ^ 
of in their own Scriptures. ' 

And let them fee and coniider, how that fatal Curfe 
they imprecated upon themfelves. His Blood he on us, 
and on our Children^ has cleaved unto them, beyond all 
their former Bins, and even repeated Idolatry ; from 
which (to (hew that this is not the Caufe of their pre- 
fent Differfion) they have kept themfelves free ever 
fince ; and for which their longeft Captiinty was .but 
fe*venty Years ; and then Prophets were fent to them, 
to comfort them, and aiTare them of a Refihuration : 
But DOW they have been about eighteen hundred Years 
dijperfed over all the Earth, without any Prophet, or 
ProJpeS of their Deli'uerance, that the whole World 
might take Notice of this before unparalleled Judgment, 
not known to any Nation that ever yet was upon the 
Face of the Earth ! So punifred, and fo preferred for 
Judgment, and, I hope, at lafl, for a more wonderful 
Mercy! For if the Cafling a^i^ of them be the Recon* 
tiling of the World, nubat flyall the Receiving of them he, 
but Life from the Dead ? For God hath concluded all in 
TJnhelief, that he migbt have Mercy upon alL O the 
Depth of the Riches both of the Wifdom and Knofwlegi of 
Cod! Hoiv unfearchahle are bis Judgments,' and his Ways 
fafi finding out! For of him, and through him, and tobiut 
are all^bings, To<wbombi Glory for ever. Amen. 
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